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following articles: 



AETICLE I. 

be the "Werti Family AHsoeiation. ' 
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MEMBES8HIP. 



ARTICLE III 
This Asaoeiation shall consist of the following officers; President; first, 
second and third viee president; secretary-treasurer; corresponding secre- 
tary; assistant corresponding secretary; also an advisory board consisting 
of five members, to be selected by vote of the association. 

ARTICLE IV. 

of this Association to be held annually, at siidi time 
the Association may decide. 

■ ■ ARTICLE V. 

MEMBERSHIP FEE, 



ARTICLE VI. 
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SECOND ANNUAL 
RE- UNION PROCEEDINGS 

The Seconl \nmial Reunion of the Wertz Family Asaoc at on nas held 
at Harr sburg Pa on tht 2'5th 26th an 1 > th day of Ottoher A D 1912 

The first meetin(t took plaie in the roonw of the Board of Trade bmld 
ing and was ailed to order by the Pre^i lent Mrs tstelle Rvan Snyder 
at tno o eloik p in Ottober j 111" 

THE PRESIDENT Ladies and gentiemen I take m i h pleasure 
in introducing to you tie Honorable John K Ro>at Mavor f the City of 
Hamsburg who wili welcome you to the Citj nf Ham*iburg 

MA"iOR ROYAL I trust you will pardon me on account ot the fat.t 
tilt I am suffering nith a seiere cold I knen nothing at all of jour 
ineetinjf until this morning when the Secretary of the Boarl f Trade 
asked me if I would not eome before you and gi\e v u some few words 
of greeting It gives me a great deal of pleasure to extend the rigbt 
hand of fellowship to the stranger witbin our gates It i^ one of tl ose 
dutiee which are mpo^ed upon the thief eiecitue of this city and one 
which I ha e I ad the | leasure to do a number of times during ray ont 
year now in the oMce But I do not knon that I ba\e e^er had to meet 
t family re union like this as I am told that it is I am not thoroughly 
familnr with Ihe objetti of aoif ts=onat on anl therefore I cannot 
apeak along those linp<i but I do tv. to you that we h&\% here a eitv 
which we are all prond of and one that we are always glad to bare the 
stranger eome and see We think v.e haie a modern up to date uty and 
the seenT> surrounding us we think is beautiful and will compare with 
anything in the United Stite*: ^e laie clean streets filtered water 
the streets are nell ht lay and night anl ibove aJl we have moderate 

In conclusion I want to saj to lou that I trust you will make your 
sehes perfectly at home while in our mid^t vou may lo just as lou 
please \nd when I look at tbe faces lere 1 know that I will haie none 
of you before me in an official nay (I tugnter ) If you see anything 
ion like in the tity take it home nitb you t is yours (Laughter and 
applause) I trust that your stay mij be a pleasure as nell as a profit 
to jourselies and I take great pleasure in assuring you fhat the citizens 
of Hamsburg are glad of the opportunity to greet yon and wish you 
a pleisant vitit I think you ( 4pplii.se ) 

The Presi lent it thin point after thanking Alayor Roial for bif k nd 
words addressed the asipmbly as follows to wit 

It affords mt grett pleasure to stan 1 before this issemblage this after 
noon and call to order tbe second annual reunion ot the Wertz Family 
In tht mmt jt my illustrious third great grand sire Jacob Wuertz one 
of the pioneer settlers of Pennsylvania I bid you welcome to the State 
of hia adoption Jacob Wuertz was a German by birth b^ing bom 
somewlieie in the Palatinate early in the seventeenth century At the 
age of 2C years he left the conntry of his nativity and emigrated to 
America Contrary to our traditionery belief Jatob Wuerts tame to 
this country alone a^ he wai not married at the time In all probability 
he left his oweitlieirt n Pernni i setting forth to the new lountry fired 
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with ambition and deteiminatiou to founJ a home in the land of tbc 
free to which he could afterwards bring the girl of his choice. He joined 
a band of pilgrims who left the Palatinate in 1731. passing through 
Holland, where the Synod was in session at that time. This b:ind of 
people consisted of nearlr 800 Palatinei who haJ been persecuted at the 
hands of the German government on account of their reUgioos views. In 
those days Catholicism was rampant, and whatever religion the crown 
recognized as the true religion the people were obliged to follow. It was 
at this time that Lutheranism began to take snch a bold in the sonthern 
part of Germany; the following of Idither grew so enormous that the 
Government became alarmed at so many people deserting Catholicism and 
embracing the new religion; a general religious persecution ensued. Now 
the Palatinate, whieh is situated in the southern part of Germany, was 
a Lutheran stronghold, and when these people found that they cound not 
worship in accordance with their own ideas and beliefs they began to leave 
that part of the country by the hundreds. During this period eight thou- 
sand Germans emigrated from Germany to England alone, many of them 
staying in England but a short time, going on as soon as opportunity 
arose to America. The group of which Jacob Wuertz was a part went 
direct to Holland. The Synod was in session at Dort when the pilgrims 
arrived. The entire Synod in a body visited the wayfarers, prayed witli 
them, sang hymns and gave them food and medicine, as well as a great 
deal of good advice in starting them on their jonmey. Now all of this 
band of 300 Germans did not go to America; many of them remained in 
Holland. But we know positively that a large body of them boarded 
the ship "Britannia" of London, with Michael Franklyn as Master of 
the Ship, sailing from Rotterdam for America, arriving at Philadelphia, 
the port of entry, September 21st, 1731, where they took the oath of 
allegiance to the Constitution of the TJnited States, 

Jacob Wiierta Has one of the passengers on this ship "Britannia of 
London," as shown by the ship's original log which is now in the cus- 
tody of the State of Pennsylvania and which tan be seen at any time at 
the eapitol building in this city. The ship's log gives .Tacob Wuertz' age as 
26 years. He is the only Wuertz in the entire company. And not only is 
he the only Wuerta in this entire company, but he is the first Wuertz to 
land on ,4merican soil. 

From 1731 to 1733 we have no actual proof of where he lived. We 
know, however, that he became a pionner in tlie great commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania when it was in its infancy. He was keen enough to rec 
ognize the possibilities of this great State, and on March 3rd, 1734. we 
find him occupyint; a pre-emptwl claim of US acres in Coventry town- 
Bhip, in the county of Chester, known at Pleasant Dale. In the mean- 
time Anna Barbara Hoff, aged 3.H years, in company with lier twin brother 
rhrist HofE. of the same age, arrived in America on the ship "Samuel," 
with Hugh Percy as captain, on August 17th, 1733. Our natural deduc- 
tion is that Jacob Wuertz had succeeded in making a home for the sweet- 
heart across the seas and had sent for her to come to the land of bis 
adoption. On December 29th. 1734, Jacob Wuertz and Anna Barbara 
Hoff, of Coventry, were married by the Rev, Johann Caspar Stoever, one 
of the prominent early missionaries. The record of this marriage you 
will also find in the eapitol building of this city. Among these Harris- 
burg records are to be found the baptismal records of the first three 
(children born to this marriage. .Tohn Cunradt, the eldest son of Jacob 
Wnertz, (who was my own second great grand-f ather) . was born October 
15th, 1735, baptized October 2.5th, 173.i. Maria Katherina, born August 
Sth, 1738. baptized January lOtb. 1739. Anna Margaretha, born June 
14th, 1740, baptized September 22na, 1740, 

Jacob Wuertz and his family remained in Coventry for a period of 
ten or twelve years. Family tradition says that they lived for a time in 
York county, but the only proof we have of this ass^tion is that the 
youngest son, Johann George, was born in York county. January Slat, 
]74.'>, as shown bv his birth certificate. There was still another son. 
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susly spoken of in family trHditiou as Ja«ob, whose name was Jobn. 
Where John was bom we do not positively know as 1 have not yet 
found hia birth certificate. But he was ptolablj born either in Coventry 
with CunrBdt and the two girls, or in York county where George was 

Our next legal proof of the family is the pre-emption of four Iracts 
of land, adjoining one another, situated in Cumberland county. Part of 
the property is described in the pre-emption aa 100 acres of land adjoining 
the widow Snowberger, Lodowick Stull and Frederick Foreman, on d. 
blanch of little Antetum in Antrim township in the said county of Cum- 
berland. As FraDklin county was taken out of Cumberland, this tract 
of land is now in Quincy township, Franklin county, near the little town 
of Quincy. On this tract of land Wuertz settled with his family of five 
chOdren and erected a modest little home, a part of which still stands 
after a lapse of over 150 years and which is stilt in the possession of a 
lineal descendant of Jacob Wuertz through his youngest son, George 
WnertK. 

I had expected to have the pleasure of introducing to you Mr. Hiram E. 
WertK, the di'itinguished great grand-son of Jacob Wertz, the founder 
of the Wertz family in Franklin county, to bid you welcome. As Mr. 
Wcrtz is in his S3rd year he felt that it would be too great a task for 
him to undertake and he has asked me to welcome you in his stead. But he 
is with us today. I know what a pleasure it must be to you all co have 
this opportunity of visiting this State, which was really the crucible 
through which American civilization had to pass in order that our own 
United Statea should emerge from a wild country peopled by barbarians 
to one of the foremost nations of the world. It is to these men, these 
pioneer settlers of Pennsylvania, so long gone to their eternal rest, that 
the credit should be given for the great strides of progress evolved from 
so chaotic a, wilderness. It was their indomitable courage, sturdiness of 
character and religious faith, that enabled these men and women to sue 
cessfnliy battle with the terrible privations of life ' w"ld m Y 

will soon traverse the magnificent Cumberland Vail y wh h I betw 
Harrisburg and Quincy on your way to the old W t h m t d \ 
you gaze from the car window and view the marvel gr It 1 p st 

try and picture, in imagination, what Ihis peacef II d f pi ty 
150 or more years ago, tefore the advent of the ra 1 d t t m b 1 

or airship, and when the only means of travel w th rag t w g 
over the unbroken trail of a trackless waste; a wll h d g 

and privation stalked hand in liand. It was by m f tb dle«s t 1 

of these cmiragcous men and women that this great m Iti t d 

foremost among the many glorious States of our TT \ d b 

coming together here today from every State in th t p se t 

eonnt^ we pay tribute to the memory of those gl 1 w m 

who propagated a line of creditable descendant t di g f th 

Atlantic to the Pacific and from the Gulf of Mexico t \l k 

Jacob Wuertz was the pioneer Wuertz, as I ha\ aid bef t ^tt! 
in America, and his advent into this country in 1 31 1 sely f 1 

towed by many other Wertzes whose names appear in "Rupp'a 30,000 
Names," a book cataloguing the names of all the early emigi^nts to this 
conntry. We know that a woman named Anna Margaretha came to America 
shortly after and settled near Jacob Wuertz, and as he named one of his 
daughters Anna Margaretha we naturally deduce the possibility that this 
woman was Jacob Wuertz 's sister. 

It is my own personal belief that Jacob Wuertz came to this country 
to ascertain its possibilities, and upon finding things to his satisfaction, 
in all probability he wrote the good news 1>ack to his own people and, 
without doubt, other members of his family followed the footsteps of the 
brother to the land of promise and golden opportunity. 

We have in this association many descendants of a man named Daniel 
Wertz, who lived during the same generation in this same State with 
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Jacob Wertz. but of nliom ne know little other than that it is saiO he 
came from England. In my investigationa into Wertz genealogy I have 
found that it is absolutely imperative to disregarcl family tradition, as 
"every branch of the family has its own particular tradition which, in almost 
every case, absolutely contradicts each other particular tradition. To get 
at the kernel of the nut one must rely on nothing but eold facts and 
proofs, or be led so far astray that much valuable time is lost and use- 
less effort made without any result whatever. 

It is ray own candid opinion tliat Jacob Wiiertz and T>aniel Wertz were 
brothers, or at least cousins, and I sincerely believe that most of the 
Wertzes coining to America within a period of five or ten years after the 
arrival of Jacob Wuertz were closely related to one another. 

Daniel Wertz was a well-known resident of Perry county near Landis- 
burg. Another distinguished line of Wertzes trace descent from a George 
Henry Wertz, who came first to Pennsylvania and then passed on to the 
CaroUnas. 

I have spent nearly two years trying to unravel the tangled skein of 
the American Wertz families, and have succeeded in separating the hun- 
dreds of American Wertzes into five or six distinct groups. As I said 
before, whether these groups bear any relationship to one another, or, 
rather, I should say, whether the progenitors of these groups bear an\ 
relationship to one another I cannot say. But we all know it to be a 
fact that if one member goes into a community and prospers he is very 
apt t<) send the glad tiding home and induce others uf his family to 
embrace his own opportunity. Thus it would seem to me that these 
pioneer Wertzes were more or less related. This, of course, is only con- 
jecture on my part. There still remain many clews to go on with, but it 
means much indefatigable labor and effort to completely solve this tan 
talizing puzile. Eegardless of our lack of knowledge as to whether these 
various branches of Wertzes are really related, we meet together today 
in this reunion for the purpose of renewing ties of kinship and friend- 
ship and visiting the home nad birthplace of our ancestors, men and 
women of whose achievements we ate all so justly proud, and in tht' 
name of these brave men and women of the past I take pleasure today 
in bidding you a most hearty welcome, and trust that every moment of 
the time spent within the confines of this great commonwealth may be 
filled both with pleasure and profit to you all. and that when we depart 
to our homes in the far distant States we !^hall carry in our hearts a 
greater respect and veneration for the generations of our people, who in the 
infancy of these United Stales, made it possible for us to abide and dwell 
in safety and prosperity in our respecti\'e homes. (Applause.) 

THE PEESIDENT: Before ne take up the regular order of business 
I wish to ascertain how many present desire to go to Quincy, Pa., tomorrow. 
It is a two hours' ride, and we want to know positively how many people 
wish to go. In order to get a reduction in the fare we require at least 
100 people to make the trip. The regular return fare is $2.55. If we 
have a party of 100 the round trip fare will be reduced to $1.85, If 
we have 200 people we may hbve a special train. Now those who would 
like to go and whom we can really depend and rely upon will kindly sig- 
nify their desire and intention to go so that we can send word to the 
railroad company. If we are to have a special train I vrill have to notify 
Mr, Biddle, the Trafiic Manager of the Cumberland Valley railroad, who 
is awaiting our pleasure in the matter. I might say that the regular trains 
running out of Harrisburg upon which we can make this trip leave, at least 
there is a train which leaves here I believe, at 11:45 and retnms, leaving 
Quincy about 3:45; or if it is desired, ne can return on a train leaving 
(Juincy about six o'clock in the evening. If it is a stormy day we would 
not want to stay very long, and the return at 3:45 would probably be 
best. The Wuertz homestead is right near the Quincy railway station. 
It will only take a few minutes to go there from the station so that we 
would have at least three quarters uf an hour or more to spend if «e should 
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decide to come back on the 3:45 train; but if it ie a pleasant day and if 
it is deemed advisable to stay there nntil the six o'clock train, I am t«1d 
that there are many things of interest that we would enjoy seeing. We could 
ramble over the old grounds and, I take it, a great many of you want to 
go and see the home. 

Therefore I would like to know, by rising ^ 
would like to take the trip to Quiney ton 
the forenoon and returning the same afternoi 

You may be seated. We certainly will i 
train, and I am afraid that the number goii ^ 
the reduced rate, therefore those that do go will be obliged to pay the 
full fare. I don't think there were over 35 or 40 that stood up. 

However, we will pass this matter for the time being, and those who 
really want to po can assemble this evening after the meeting is over 
and we can then make deflntte arrangements for the trip. 

Now, before ne go on with the President's report, I desire to say 
that we have here Mr, Snyder, our Secretary- Treasurer, who will take the 
minutes of the convention in shorthand if it is the order of the day and 
the desire of the contention that he do so. It is optional with you as to 
whether the minutes are printed or whether anything is done with them 
in the way of ii transcript being made of the thorthand notes. Of course 
ft is quite a precaution to have them taken in shorthand, and I would ask 
the officers what their pleasure is, as it is within the power of the officers 
to make a decision as to whether they care to have the report in short- 
hand. There will be no charge for taking the shorthand notes. If the 
notes are written up and printed in bock form, together with other data 
and information that will be contained in the book, the price charged for 
the book will be SI. 00, the same price as was charged last year. And by 
the way, while speaking about the booklet that was gotten out last year, 
Mr. Snyder had an expense of something like $120 in getting out that 
book. For some time it looked as if he would suffer a financial loss on the 
venture. However, scattered orders kept coming in until finally when thr, 
last order was filled there was a balance of $27 to Mr. Snyder's credit 
over and above the printing expense. This hardly compensated Mr. Snyder 
for the time spent in taking the shorthand notes during a three days' 
reunion and the expense he was put to in type- writing his shorthand 
notes with a skillful typewriter operator at a cost of 10 cents per page. 
Judging by the many complimentary tilings that were said about the 
booklet last year by the people who ordered and read the book it was a 
means of much pleasure and profit to those who had it, and, of course, 
both Mr. Snyder and I esteem that as more than repaying us for the time 
and labor we spent on the book, the result being that Mr. Snyder is willing 
to again be of service to you in this regard, and if you desire him to take 
the shorthand notes he is perfectly willing to do so. 

MR. WILLARD W. WERTZ. of Lincoln N,-h.: Madam President and 
brother officers and members; I move that Mr. Snyder be authorized by the 
officers and members of this reunion to take down the shorthand notes of 
the proceedings which he has so kindly volunteered to do free of charge. 

The motion was duly seconded by Hiram Werta of Quiney, Pa., and 
upon the motion being put to the assembly by the chairman it was 
uliauimously carried. 

THE PRESIDENT: Mr. Snyder 'sill take the proceedings in short- 
hand, free of charge to the association, the matter of writing up same to 
be decided at some future time. 

THE PRESIDENT (continuing): I think that every member of the 
Wertz family association has carefully read the printed report of my trip 
to Germany which was set forth in the circular sent out some two weeks 
ago. I have brought with me a great many of these circulars for distribu- 
tion among people who have not read the same, as all tlioae who are 
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familiar with tlie report are thoroughly acquainted with the result of m; 
invest igatiou^ in Germanr, and it mil siive me a long repetition ot facts 
that you alreadv know 

The Werti Family Association nas oigamzed October 7th 1911, at 
Bock Island III at the first annual reunion of the Wertz family As I 
think all of voii are familiar with the purpose of this reunion it wilt not 
be iiecessar> for me to go into lengthy details settms forth the reason for 
our organizing ourselves into an association We are today celebrating 
the first birthday of our association It is my opinion that ire baie done 
great work At this particular mon en' the matter m which ire are all 
so vitally interested is procressing slonh, but as well ai Lan be eipeeted 
under the iiicuinstances Our association now consists of 910 members Oui 
largest men bership is in the Stite of Pennsylvania and extends to every 
state in the union crosses the Bio Grande into Jfexiio, and, regardless 
of the failure of reciprocity extends to Canadian shores eien to the fai 
Northwest, "una^ Alberta Saskatchewan and British Columbia To those 
of you who ari_ n)t members of our aswi lation and who are at this time 
just becoming interested m what we ire doin^ I would saj that to become 
a member of the Wertz fimilv lUHoiiation it is onlv necessarv that the 
name be "Wertz" or related thereto or descended therefrom To becomo 
a membet the ippli(ant is obliged to pat a membership fee of one dollai 
Last January the orgsnization assessed ill of its memlers one dollar eaLii 
to raise sufficient munev to forward 1 flOi> marks (or in our mone^, $24D) 
to Germany to join the German Meitz alliance and share the expense of 
instituting and eonductinjj; legal proceedinijs on behalf of the Wertz heir'- 
in the courts of Hambuig As our members aro alii us lerv eager 'o be 
kept in touch with all of the news that comes from time to time from 
Germany it necessitates the printing and mailing of circulars to our many 
hundreds oi memVers which expense is i lieaw drain on the limited re 
sources of the association As set fortu in my circular, we had reason 
to beliete that the German company was not treating us quite fairly and 
as they had led us to belieie that the trial would come up in the near 
future the ofBceis decided that it wis absolutely imperative to again 
nssesB the members tx) raise sufficient mone} to send the president and 
secretary treasurer of the association to Geiman> to attend the trial there 
fore an assessment of one dollar each was assessed against all the membera 
in April last which makes a total of $3 per capita ^ow if alt of our 
members would have paid their assessments we would still haie considerable 
money m the treasury but a great mani of them are negligent, not 
necessarily meaning to be so but careless of a matter which ought to be 
of vital interest to themsehes To the new members making application 
far membersship I haie obliged them to also pa\ both assessments, as 
maQ> of the "doubting Thomases" who ridiculed our association in the 
beginning have since fallen into line ind requested membership, and 1 
have considered that what was fair foi one in paving both membership 
and assessment fees should be made to applj to all When we levied 
the assessment in April I specifically stated in my circular that an\ membei 
who was flnanuiat unable to pay this assessment should have the privilege 
of not doing so, as we did not want any one to experience anv hardship 
in this matter I am pleased to tell you that there were remarkably few 
members considering the large roll call, who expressed themselves either 
noable or unwilling to pay the assessment The really careless ami 
negligent ones are members who have not paid either assessment, bnt who 
have held their membership in this association and receii ed its benefits 
of monthly communications etc the same as those who have paid th' 
full amount not reabzing that the one dollar they had paid in has beei 
more than returned to them in printing and postage not to say anything 
about the arduous labor of the president m answering maa^ of their 
unnecessary letters and queries addressing and stamping hundreds of 
envelopes which the members themsehes coull have done thus saving the 
president mam a weary hour of labor and the treasurj many a dollar 
spent for postage 

Tour president has been very conscientious during her enliie idministra 
12 
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and lias answered to the best of her ability e^ery inquiry tbat has 
i to her, and has done evervthing within her poner to advance the 
'estB of the asBCKiation anil jtg members I ni^h that jou men and 
nomea (Onid step into mj office some morning at about the hour of half 
past eight and we tiw great mass of mail I haie to go through and 
could witness for youraehes hon many hours of hard labor I put in for the 
Wertz family, and I ««■ sjri vou would be surprised tliat any woman 
would undertake such a task anil continue it in spite of the lozens of 
obstacles that (ome up from tune to time going on continuously from 
day to ddj and month to month, and (oiermg a period of nearly two 
jears, demoting her entire time eight hours a day to a mstter for nhii-h 
she receives no remuneration, but for which she must bear the entire 
burden and responsibihtf 

As the circular states I did not go to !Lurope to attend the trial but 
to personally inyeatigat« the condition of affairs in the German company 
You all know the result of that investigation I found that they had been 
giving us as bttle information as they possibly could that they had purposel> 
withheld German genealogy nhich thev actually had and which could 
hi\e been sent to us immediately upon our joining them, and a generally 
unsatisfactory eonlition of affairs that ("onvinced me beyond a doubt 
that it was lucky for us that I arnyed on the scene of ittion when I did, 
as I am thoroughlj cominted that an\ sohmg of this Wertz matter must 
come from this side as my hope of their ultimate success is ml 

I found the Germans to be very reticent regarding their entire case, 
and it nas with the greatest difficulty that I got any information ubat 
eier and if I had not been a noman of tery strong mental cahber I 
would haie shaken in mj shoes at the obstacles that they had placed m 
my way to preient me from establishing the missing link between the 
American descendants and the Field Marshal Paul Wurtz I found thu 
German president, aa I have heretofore explained, a lery pleasant agree 
able man, but unfortunately, he is a man imapable of properly directing 
the affairs of his organization as he is easily influent ed by the treasurer, 
Mr Wurm, to whom I took a decided antipathy I am sure that if 
Wirtz had been left to himself I (ould ha\e had e\ery particle of 
information that they possessed, but Wurm was determined I should not 
possess any information and what I got wis gi>eu conhdentially 

I haie a copy of tJie German genealogy but it is written in three 
languages, German, Latin and French It is my desire to hate the 
original blue print put in the hand" of an expert interpreter of these 
three languages and reproduced in English, having copies made so that 
all of our members may each have a cop; Of course this will require 
some outlay of money, aa translators of two or three languages charge 
considerable for their services and the printing of the blue print will 
cost something That is a matter vtliicb ox course T shall place before the 
association and you will act upon it as you see fit 

The way matters stand in Germany at the present time the Poors' 
Privilege which was asked for by Mws Wirges, of Weisbaden was refused 
by the Landgericht of Hamburg Now, the newspapers have taken up this 
particular feature of the case and have had considerable to say about it 
and to read their publications one would imagine that the Wirtz case had 
received a death blow The newspapers have been a source of great 
annoyance to me in my work because, either wilfully or through some 
mistaken zeal, they misrepresent the actual facta, and aa this matter is 
attracting the attention of the entire world, and every little newspaper 
it«m IS reeopied in other newspapers, together with a little of their own 
elaboration, the result is that the general public has an entirely erroneous 
idea of the matter Now, I wish to explain this Poors' Privilege to 
those who are not familiar with what it is We have in our <ountr\ in 
almost every state in the union a law which permits people who are 
paupers the privilege of carrying on a suit the cost of which is borne 
by the coontv oi state Now, to obtain this opportunity of ' 
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oa a suit without cost the party has to prove abBolutel; that he or she is 
a pauper without any means of support before such a privilege can be 
obtained. Tliat is what the Poors' Privilege in lawsuits means in Ger- 
many. Miss Wirges, of Weisbaden, is a lineal descendant of Field- 
Marshall Paul Wirtz and has uaquestionable legal proof of her descent- 
She is oecupying the position of housekeeper in the employ of a retired 
colonel living in Weisbaden. Now, then in order to save money and so 
that they wouldn't have any eitra espense, the German company con- 
ceived the idea of trying to wrest from the governments of Germany and 
Holland an estate valued at many millions of dollars without a penny ol 
expense to themselves. You can readily see what a ridiculous plan this 
was. We, as Americans, would be too proud to go before a court and 
try to institute proceedings to recover a vast estate without making an 
effort to carry on the expense necessary for such a purpose. In other 
words, anything that is worth having is surely worth fighting for, and by 
fighting in this instance I mean taking sufficient interest in the matter, 
and having sufficient confidence, to risk the necessary money to place the 
ease before the proper tribunal with dignity. A pauper's suit does not 
appeal to me. I would far rather deny myself some particular thing, if 
it were necessary, and put aside a certain sum to be used towards such 
a purpose. The court could have no respect for an enterprise carried on 
in such a manner, for they would surely say to themselves, "If those 
people have any confidence in their case why don 't they risk their money 
and see it through to the bitter end? They have no hope of success or 
they would not be hiding behind the skirts of Miss Wirges' Poors' 
Privilege." 

As I have told you before, Paul Wirtz is a man of limited education 
and unfamiliar with the processes of law, consequently his letters to us 
have been very misleading, and we were really groping in the dark, 
leaving everything to their honesty and honor. Ot course we were not 
in a position to dicate terms; for you must bear in mind that they are 
the people with the proof of the ejiisfence of the fortune. We had nothing 
over here at aXt save knowledge that we were of Wirtz descent, with no 
proof whatever of being connected with the right line. Consequently we 
had to take whatever they saw fit to give us and let them proceed in the 
matter in their own way. In my conversation with Dr. Von Velsen, the 
attorney in the case, I spoke most emphatically of riiy disapproval of 
carrying on such .an important case under the Poors' Privilege. I told 
him that I thought we had lost caste, that the matter was entirely 
undignified, and that I thought nothing could possibly be gained by su^ 
a proceeding. He turned on me a little heatedly and said, "It is the only 
chance they have. They have no money over here; they couldnt be^n to 
raise enough money to carry this suit on and their only hope is the 
Poors' Privilege, unless yon people in America want to pay the bill." 

I told him that my people in America would undoubtedly be willing to 
pay bills if matters were carried on in their name and the way in which 
they wanted tbem carried on; but that our people had put as much money 
in this affair, under the present management and their plan of campaign, 
as I would permit them to put in. I then asked, him as ;you know, what 
they would do if they failed to procure this Poors' Privilege, because 
you w*iU remember in the circular I have explained to you tliat the matter 
is still hanging fire. Dr. VonVelscn has asked the court to reconsider its 
refusal, and he filed a lengthy brief outlining the entire case and their 
proof. I am positive that Dr. VonVeisen dees not expect to get this 
Poore' Privilege, and I am confident that they will never succeed in 
obtaining it. If you bad a big field of grain ready for harvesting and 
one of your neighbors was disputing with you the ownership of it and 
he should come to you and ask you for the money to file a suit against 
you for this same property, I don't think yon would feel very much 
like helping him to destroy you. And while the simile is rather far. 
fetched, still it is on a par with the German company's impudent re- 
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I have fione into detail regarding this privilege so that you will under- 
stand that the refusal of the court in Hamburg to grant this privilego 
has nothing whatever to do with the legal status of this case. The case 
is exactly in the same condition it was before they made the request, 
neither better nor worse. The actual result is this, that a case will have to 
be filed in the regular way and the costs paid by the people who file it. 
Dr. VonVel&en tells me that he has advised the German company to dis- 
band its organization, as many of their members are people of very 
limited means, who have been able to put in several dollars, but who 
could not put in (possibly) ten or twenty-five dollars Consequently 
they will probably disband when they receive the final refusal of the 
privilege and let out all the poor people from any further expense and 
organize a new company with the understanding that eacli member is 
to pay into the treasury a specific amount for the purpose of carrying 
on this case. It is my opinion that they wiH never be able to raise 
enough money to carry the ease through the court, and I believe that 
the only chance we have over here of ever knowing whether we are 
actually descendants of Paul Wirtz and entitled to a share of this 
inheritance is to go on with our search independently. I think that the best 
thing to do is for us to sit back, take it easy, and let them run their 
heads against the stone wall in front of thera. That is the actual situation 
as I see it. They are very independent and arrogant and will take no 
advice from an3-one. We have paid them the sum of 1000 marks. We will 
keeps our hands off and let them proceed in their own way until they get 
to the end of their rope, when, in my opinion, Ihey will be very glad to let 
this American company come in and take control. To show you how 
hard they are to handle I am going to read you several letters that have 
passed between Paul Wirtz and myself since I left Germany. As you 
know I spent four weeks in Germany searching the records. You know 
the result of that search. I told Mr. Wirtz that I was going to 
Amsterdam as my people would be very anxious to know how the American 
Consul viened matters in that city. They were rather perturbed about 
my going to Amsterdam, and when I suggested that I call on Mr. 8er- 
bnick, a descendant who lives there, and who had furnished Paul 
Wirts, the German president, with some important documentary records, 
Wirtz told me that Serbruek was out of town on his vacation and that it 
would do no good for me to go and see him. Three days later, as I was 
leaving for Amsterdam, he gave me a letter of introduction to Mr. Serbruek 
and told me that as long as I was going to Amsterdam I might as well 
see Serbruek. He had evidently forgotten that he said Serbruek was out 
of town. I then told him (Wirtz) what I intended to do, and that was 
to visit our American Consul in -Amsterdam and to try and interest him 
in the case, as the American Consul at Amsterdam had been sending out 
printed pamphlets about the Wertz case, stating the matter from Holland's 
view-point, the gist of the pamphlet being that the Werta inheritance had 
been settled many years ago, and that it never amounted to anything 
in the beginning. As I had seen an inventory of this estate, and as we 
have documentary proof of huge sums of money being spent in bribery 
to corrupt officials who had charge of the estate, I thought 
that [ had sufficient proof t« show Mr. Mabin, the American Consul at 
Anisterdara, thnt the entire case would bear investigation. You all know 
that I went to Amsterdam and that I had a very satisfactory interview 
with ,\Ir. Mahin, who treated me very kindly and who listened with interest 
and respect to what I had to say. I asked Mr. Mahin 's permission to 
eend him copies of the documentary evidence that I had received from 
Paul Wirtz, the German president, and he promised me that when I sent 
him the papers in question be nould read them over carefully. 

Now, I have wandered away from the subject, so I will turn to the 
letters in question. This letter was written by me, dated Paris, Sept. Sth, 
and addressed to Paul Wirtz, the German president at Coin: 
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■Dear Mr. WIvti: 

We received the 

hank you for aeni] ..„ . ... 

t yourself and family; they are very good. Indeed. 



and lelt word for him to p -. ...., —.. ~..j - 

took a carriage and drove to the residence of the American Consulate. 
So many Wertzea have been writing the Consul at Amsterdam asking 
ahniit the Werta inheritance that tfiey had a little pamphlet printed 
the Wlrtz Inheritance had been settled years ago. 
sented my credentials to Mr. Mahln, the Consul. He seemed 
to see me. I told him that I desired him to understand the 
ore thoroughly. Mr. Mahln then explained that the American 
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I finally 


got him 




e res ted. He 
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ot the 


case 


was beeaust 


.'>L^?^? 


future time we might 



showed j'ou 
charged me so 

,_. ,_ Ion. Mr. Mahln 

would like to see that paper. That paper Is really the key to the 
situation. I wish you would go and see Frauleln Rolfs, and IE she will 
let me have the paper for about half of what she originally attempted 
to charge me, say twelve marks. I will pay it. as I want Mr. Mahln 
to see that paper as soon as possible. Mr. Mahlc mnnifl Vn. a i-on- 
valuable aid 1o us If we can only get him Interesti 



the papers which prove the corruption 



in the past In connection with this 

I told Mr. Mahln that when I got back to America I would have Dr. 
Von Velaen's brief translated Into English and send him a typewritten 
copy ot it, together with Field Marshal Paul WIrtz' will, Inventory of 
estate, arrest of judgment, etc., and the many other valuable proofs 
we have. He said he would be very glad to see the papers. 

I consider It very important to try and interest Che United States 
Consul at Amsterdam, so that In case the 'Poors' privilege' Is denied 
by all the courts the American heirs could then ask the assistance of 
their government. Of course our government wouldn't touch the case 
or help us In any possible way unless we proved to their satisfaction 
the case had merit. 

Mr. Serbrock called at the hotel later on In the afternoon with his 
father, and we had a long talk. I told him about seeing Mr. Mahln, 
the Consul, and Serbrock, at my request, promised to call on Mr. 
Mahln the following day, I asked Mr. S. If there was a Paul Wirtx 
church or monument, and he said no. but he thought Paul Wlrti 
was buried in the 'Old Kirke' at Amsterdam. I immediately called a 
carriage and we drove to the 'Old Kirke.' where after considerable 
trouble, we found the grave of Paul Wirtz, and I took soma pictures 
of it and the inscription on the tombstone. 

See Frauleln Holfs about that translation and. If you can get It from 
her for not more than twelve marks, get it and send It to London, 
and I will mail money order at once by return mail. 

We leave here tomorrow for London, Our address will be Hotel Cecil, 
~ ■ " We sail September ISth from Bristol, England, on 
■' ' ........ "^inada. We have had a great deal 

■dations, as everything la reserved 

ESTELLE RYAN SNYDER," 

Now in e\p!an<t ion abo it tl e Fraulein Bolfs matter She ii a woman 
who ipe-iki fourteen lansjunges and who actompanied me all through the 
southern jart >( Germany in mv search f>r recordi She was of great 
assistance to me Before vte started out on the invet,tigation I en<i<.a\ored 
to get !ier to gne me an idea of about what she woull charge me tor her 
services is interpreter inl trinslitor nnd she *iaid that she would go 
with me for $1 per i iv and her expenses I accepted this proposition an i 
took her «ith me A.fter I returned to Coin there was n ^ery valuable 
document thire «hieh they had gotten at Amsterdam It hal been enl 
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to Paul Werfz ami I was very anxious to take either it or a co[i}- to 
Amsterdam to show Mr. Matin, the Ametiean Conaui there, as it nas 
really the key to the whole situation. It gave the boolis, the pagos, the 
archives and records in which could be found all the documentary evidence 
in regard to the old-time corruption and bribery in the Wertz ease. 
Therefore I was anxious to have this document, (which was in HoUandish 
and Latin) translated into English to take with me to Amsterdam. This 
woman at the last minute and after she had been paid her bill attempted 
to charge me the exorbitant price of 24 marks ($6) for translating 
this document wliich consisted of only four or five longhand written pages. 
The work couldn't possibly have taken her longer than two hour»- to 
perform. Naturally I refused to pay tlie bill on the ground that it was 
unreasonable and eieessive. I had been overcharged right and left iu 
Germany and I was just about disgusted with their outrageous charges. 
I found that because I was an American I was charged about five time»i 
more than a German would be charged. I told this woman she could keep 
her translation, that I would not pay her S6 for it; but that, for the 
sake of peace and saving time, J would pay her half the amount she 
asked, namely $3. This amount she positively refused, therefore I left 
the copy with her, taking with me (to return to Paul Werta) the original 
document, intending to have a copy made by some one else later on. i 
returned the paper to Paul Wertz and he agreed to aend it to me so that I 
could have it copied any time I wanted it. After reaching Amsterdam. 
and in order to have the copy so aa to present it to Mr. Mahin, I wrote 
to Paul Wirtz autborizing him to make another ofEer of 12 marks ($3) 
to Fraulein Rolfs for the document and to sent it on. This was the answer 
I received fiom Wirtz: 

"Dear Mrs. Snyder: 

) acknowledge receipt of your lei . - . . 

-*° ■^ — •erday I ordered the par 

' " from a gentlen™ _ ..._ 

le time written to Mr. Serbrock I 
ued Dr, Von Vetaen; as soon as ' 
you wish to interest Mr. MahIn 
1 papers at tils disposal; I mean 

- . islated (or you Into English ,, 

Rolfs would also be necessary, and will enable Mr. MahIn t_ -..- 

originals o( these documents in the archives in Amsterdam personally, 
aa lie will surely know the Dutch language and be able to read them. 
s Rolfs will not part with the copy under 24 (narka, aa she gets a 

.._ .._ _..._.._ ..^_. . . ... jgji words). Mr. Wurm 

-..- „ _ settle for thla payment of 

-- .J Miss Rolfs: aa the document waa In order and properly 

done, we are obliged to pay this amount and must charge it up to 
your Association in Chicago. It would, therefore, be simpler If you 
would send the amount, so that Mias Rolfs may give up the document, 
as you will want the same for Mr. Mahin. 'We have always given 
Miss Rolfs our tranalations and were always satlsfled: alao, the amount 
Is not such a large one as to be long in dispute. Miss Rolfs told me 
that you could negotiate for the list of emigrants; will you please let 
me know If it Is necessary to have this. My opinion is that we ought 
to find out what ofllce possesses the books of Mutterstadt. so as to 
follow up your ancestor, Jacob Wirtz. I took the opportunity of fol- 
lowing up the WIrti family in Bretten, and shall be glad if you will 
let me know again the names of those members whom It is important 
to follow up. I am very glad to ha\'e made your personal acquaintance, 

[Signed.] PAUL WIRTZ." 

\o 1 ant vo to nlerstand that Mr Wurm f the trea=i rer of tie 
Cerman asso at n and he comes n and tells the pres lent of b » 
asaociat on that I must pay th s b 11 Tust th nk of that It they 
wante) to see the b )1 paid regardless of the cr mstances why didn t 
they pay t then set es and send th document to mef They haven t done 
anything that w 11 bring u" nnv earer the goal Thev have the 1000 
marks that o r asaoc ation sp t to them an 1 f tl ey had wanted to do the 
T ght thmg n the matter la far as we are con ernel they eould a e 
said Here th s n man h s er ha ged Mrs Snyder Mr« Snvder has 
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RCKardlng Jemima, Wertz, of Brttlen, I made an exhaustive search 
and obtained the birth records o( 52 Wertzes born in Bretten. and found 
no trace of her whatever. I have been told that there ia a town In 
France by the same name, and that -Jemima" la a well known French 
name. I know iKieitlvely that this woman did not come from Bretten, 
Germany, so you need not look for her there. 

We have in our Association many different lines, as 1 have told you 
before. I have one that I am almost positive Is a direct lineal descend- 
ant, and that is our Second Vice-President, C. H, Worti, and his brother 
(also an ofDcer), Paul Wortz, Of Zanesvllle, Ohio. I made 

Neckerwelnengen for them, and I t*" — '- "-■ '' 

time, we will have their proof complete. I fet_ 

that our AsBoeiatlon has many real heirs, and that K i. 

we can produce a real heir or heirs to ask our Qovemment's assistance. 

or course we have paid your association the sum of one thousand 
marks, with the understanding that this was to cover our part of the 
expense; we do not wish to spend any more money for that purpose 
until the point at Hambui^ Is either tost or won. We have spent 
hundreds of dollars tracing up the genealogy of our different lines, and 
I spent four weeks in Germany doing the best I could. Our expenses, 
therefore, have been very heavy. 

I would respectfully request that no researches be made for us incur- 
ring any expense, unless first submitted to me. as President of our 
Association, and authorized by me to be carried on. I am the custodian 
of the funds of our Association, and it Is my duty and purpose to see 
that the money paid in by my people Is used to the very best advantage 
to forward the interests ot all concerned. Please do not permit Fraullen 
Rolfs to make any inquiries on our behalf whatever, as I do not intend 
.. .,..i_ .. T. — gjgg without my first being eon- 

derstand my meaning. I am in 

r ^If. We are presidents, but are 

bound to act according to the desires of our ofBcers and board, and 
would be blamed If matters do not suit the majority of members, con- 
sequently you know we must both act conscientiously and to the best 
of our ability. I have no right to Incur a lot of expense without the 

lion ot my people. That is why I am saying so positively at 

time that no bills must be Incurred which my Association will be 

expected to pay until your Association has ilrst notified us what a 
thmg will cost and received In return written Instructions from me Chat 
we are willing to pay such a. bill. 

I hope, Mr. Wertz, that you will make every effort In your power to 
give me every particle of Information from now on as speedily as you 
can, so I will know what to do In my country. I have letters In every 
direction In Germany, and as fast as I have anything ot Importance I 
will notify you In full. I wish you to do the same, and, as President of 
the American Association, I expect to be kept in detailed touch with 
all the work, and I am sure you will do this. If Dr. Von Velsen has 
any other papers that he thinks would help Mr. Mahln, I wish you would 
ge t copies to me. free of charge, so thai I can have translations made. 
We can use this time, while we are awaiting developments at Hamburg, 
to get the real truth and facts before Mr. Mahln, He Is such a splendid 
man I have the utmost confidence In him. Faithfully, 

ESTELL.B RYAN BNYDEH, 

Another wait for a reply, and I was finally obliged to sail on the IStli 
without th^ paper I had sent Wirtz the 24 marks to pay for. .\fter I had 
returned home, perhaps a week later, I received the paper, nhieh should 
have been sent me in England. 

[ was very much disappointed in the attitude that Mr. Wiriz took in 
tills matter and very much feared that they would go ahead and institute 
a search at our expense, and as tlie; are possessed of the insane idea 
over there that all Americans have "money to bum," our company 
would probably land in jail for debt if we aUowed them carte blanche. 
Consequently I was obliged to write the letter that I did forbidding 
them to incur any expense in our name without our permission. I am 
afraid that this haa antagonized them a little, although they are diplomatic 
enough to not say anything, because I think they resize now that we have 
the whip-hand. I have not heard from Wirtz since I returned save this one 
lelfer which should have been sent to me in London, 

I have read these letters just to give you an idea, in a small way, 
of how much trouble your president has in keeping the Germans in 
line. They do not keep ns informed. There was a period of almost five 
months I never even beard from the Qerman company, whereas I had 
been expecting from day to day to hear from them. This was not fair 
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an>] square treatment on their part. We bad sent them 1000 marks 
with the explicit understamling that they were to keep ub informed, and 
they did not keep their agreement in that regard; consequently 1 have 
* " I think they are honest, but I don't think 

(Laughter.) 

I think that a person enn be perfectly honest and still not be reliable, 
because while they may wean to do right they may not do so. 

The English translation of the clocument just referred to, over whieh 
there was so much controversy, is mhat might be called an iudes to the 
various records contained in the archives at Amsterdam, relating to the 
Panl Wirtz inheritance. It will be found >n Dr, Von Velsen'a brief, and 
known as "Exhibit Three". 

This document or index was procured by Police Commisary Eaclier and 
given by him to Pr. Von Velsen. It is a very important dociunent because 
it shows where the original proofs can be found in the archives. Paul 
Wirtz wrote Dr. Von Velsen, receiving the following letter from Von 
Velsen in reply: 

Many thanks For sending me the writings. Three of [hem were Inter- 
esting:. One of tliem shows which documents were (In question) at the 
process In Amsterdam. It Mr, Serbrock had occasion to procure us the 
aim mlssinK material it would be excellent. All the missing writings, 
except three, are in the parish archives ol Amsterdam. Herr Bacher 
has looked them over at the time and got a Hat of them, I enclose the 
list, and It would be very good to get ''■'' r-i,r,\Ba nf an tho ii.-rHint-o n if 
1 possible. If not, the following i 
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of the Proeeases of Amsterdam. Tlieae writings are certainly still at 
the Hague. It Is most annoying that the Inventory Ot Philip Van 
Eyck from the 12th of April, 169^, which was also among the process 
papers, is no more to be procured. However, 1 think It would be pos- 
sible to find the process papers, VON VELSEN. 

I lost the trail, as you might say, of Jacob Wertz at Mutterstadt. There 
was a letter in the possession of one of the officers of our association 
which led us to believe that Jacob Wertz had been born in Mutterstadt, 
bnt a careful search of the records for a period of SOO years failed to 
disclose a Wertz having ever been born in Mutterstadt. So naturally we 
were at the end of the trail. I didn't know where to commence next, only 
that I knew he was a Palatine. I went to Speyer, the chief city of 
the Palatinate, and instituted a search at that point. Now the registrar 
there has been very successful to a certain extent, and I was very much 
pleased when I received his report, as I think we now have something to 
work on. He sent me a list of the Wertz families that lived in the 
Palatinate commencing nith the year 1521, and it runs down through 15 
families, and at the end of these be has called my attention to one 
paricular family that strikes me as being the one. 

His letter is as follows. 

Dear Mrs. Snyder — These excerpts from the Kings County archives for 
the Wertz family could be lengthened by a farther search, but thla 
wouldn't be north anything to you. because only extracta from church 
books are allowed for a purpose like yours, but the above excerpts give 
a stopping point for further research. In the first line it appears that It 
would be well to search in Bubenhelm. because a certain Jacob Wuertz 
lived there from the year 1734, Then one could search In Roflalbe, 
Enkenbach, etc. HERMAN FREY. 

I have written Mr. Frey the following letter; 

Dear Mr, Frey— I received the excerpts you sent me. and was pleased 
with them, I am enclosing herewith five dollars (or twenty marks), as 
I want you to look op the church records at Bubenhelm. Give them a 
thorough search. I feel sure that this la the place we have been search- 
ing for, as I have several letters In my possesaion giving the names of 
"Bubenhelm" and "Ottershelm" aa being W^rtz strongholds. Look up 
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Jacob Wuertz; It you find Jacob, Idwk lor ^ „ 

slaters. Get certified coplea of everything that you think will assist 
us. Now. It la neceSBSry to do this work as rapidly as possible, and I 
would ssk you to give the matter your atlentlon as soon as poaslble. 1 
do not know who to write to at Bubenhelm to search the reeords, so 
will put the matter In your hands, as you have been so faithful In the 
past, and would ask you lo either make a, demand Inr the records or 
write to the proper authority and ask that search be made. It the 
enclosed is not sufllcient for the work, you will kindly have a hill made 
out, in accordance with the legal lee charged by such officers, and send 
It to me and I will send the amount. 

Before I go any further I will tell you that Dr. Von Velsen has had all 
the areliives relative to this entire case transferred from Vienna to 
Dusseldorf and they are in the custody of the court there. Dr. Von Velsen 
has the permission of the court to have access to them. He took me 
(at my request) to Bee these reeords and I fonnd that they had a 
genealogical tree commencing with Conrad Paul Wirtz (the grandfather of 
Field-Marshal Paul Wirtz), giving the genealogical branches of descent of 
Paul's fatiier's four brothers, Johann, Mathias, Englmann, and Arieth. 

You have all of you undoubtedly wondered many times where all of these 
Wirtzes came from, for the woods seem to be full of them. When you stop 
to think that Paul Wirtz 's father, Nicholas, had four brothers, each of whom 
had large fauiilies, you will begin to understand that there are hundreds 
of Wirtzes, who though they may be related to Paul Wirtz, are not his 
heirs, as they descend through his uncle's children. Now, this genealogical 
tree which gives the desi-ent of these four brotliers is at Dusseldorf. It is. 
very important that I should have a copy of the same because we do not 
know but what many of us may have descended through these other four 
lines, and if so we want to know it. Consequently I requested Dr. Von 
Velsen to have a certified copy of this genealogical tree made for me. Hn 
tried to discourage this, but I was determined to have it as I did not 
have the time to follow the different branches to see who was who. It 
was very poorly written in German and would require a great deal of time 
to intelligently follow and understand. I told Dr. Von Velsen to inquire 
what it would cost to have a copy made and he ascertained that they would 
charge ten marks ($2.50). I paid the amount with the understanding that 
as soon as court o)iened (September 15) a copy would be made and sent 
at once, I have not yet received the copy, and unless I receive it shortly 
I will write and inquire what is the matter. It is only another instance 
of their laxity and unreliability. Our existence is very much deplored 
by this company, and I feel positive that the only reason we were allowed 
to .ioin their company was because they knew they eould not possibly 
handle the case alone and they were relying on our money to help out. 
They don't like us; in fact the German lower and middle classes have 
absolutely no use for Americans. They take no pains to conceal their 
dislike as they are very often openly discourteous and uncivil and lose no 
opportunity to take advantage of an American in every possible manner. 
They have a very peculiar idea regarding Americans in general, and that is 
that there are no poor people in America; that everyone has plenty of money 
and that they don't have to work for it. They seem to think that the 
money literally grows on trees, and what would be dishonesty towards 
any other nationality is legitimate when done to an American. I went to 
the bank at Cologne and presented a Chicago <lraft issued by the Continental 
Bank of Chicago to the Markish bank at Cologne for the sum of 1000 
marks. I took this mone.v, part in Holla ndish, and part in German 
marks. The cashier, knoning that I was unfamiliar with the money, 
robbe.l me of $50 in our American money. Mr. Snyder was with me, 
as was also Paul Wirtz 's young son, and saw the money handed to me 
at the cashier's desk. When I found out that I had been shortchanged 
and made complaint through the bank my complaint was ridiculed ajid 
I was reminded that the cashier was a trusted employee and incapable of 
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dishonesty Honeier tlie fiet remains iliat he deliberi.tel\ rohheJ me ot 
$30 and nns upheld in hia theft h> the bank which he represeuted 
and I had no recturse whatever in the matter and nas *eri much 
at a disadvantage bet^auae I could not speak the language Tl e onl> 
thing I ffould ho\e done nould have been to report it to the American 
Lonsul whereupon the intident would have gotten into the newspapers 
when I was trying to keep my ].resenee in tiermanv and Holland a secret 
and it would have defeated mj work That is only one instance of the 
many unpleasant op iirrence^ that came ii during my sojourn in Germany 
■When I was in the southern part of the eountr* at Mannheim Mutteratadt 
and the like ne went into little tountrv hotels of the verv poorest kind and 
viere charged exorbitant prices in fa t robbed both rght and left Had 
I known with what I had to go through in Germany I would never have 
attempted the trip with the sum of monej provided for me to make my 
in estigations I would have been fnghtenel to death for fear of getting 
stranded I wish to say right here that if Mr Snyder hal not taken 
with him one thousand dollira of his own money we couli never have 
managed at all for I have not chargel in mj espense account hotel 
tips or the like we paid them ourselves personallv To a tree born 
American citi-ien it may surprising to learn that it is impossible to travel 
in Cermanv without your monej in ^our hand at all times and if you 
do not give a, tip of your own volition the hotel proprietor will add it 
to your bill and you are obliged to pij it It would not be so bad if 
one onh had to tip one peison but you have to commence with the 
boots and go down a line with every employe in the hotel consequently 
although the tip is small it makes a big hole in your pirse when 
kept up from day to day Mr Soi ler as you know aci-ompanied me to 
Germany on the trip as it was impossible for a woman to make such a 
trip alone During our four weeks stay in Germany and two days in Hoi 
land the expenses of both Mr Snyder and myself were paid for by the 
W ertz Family iss iciation After we left Holland we spent a day m 
Brussels eights days in Pans an 1 e ght days m London This expense 
Mr Snvder ^4 d personalH Consequenth our European trip has cost 
Mr Snyder peraonallj considerable over $1000 and the assouation *1 038 

Ah I told you before I have a great stack ot typewritten copies of 
German documents which were given to me by Paul 'W irtz and which 
I am to have translated ind a copy sent to Mr Mahin our American 
Consul at Amsterdam I have had Dr Von Velsen s briet which he filed 
with the court at Hamburg translated at an expense of $15 as it givea a 
legal review of the entire caae as presented to the court and of course 
I know it would be of vital interest to all of you The other papers 
such as Paul WiHzf will the inventcrj of the property the arrest of 
judgment and many other legal processes I have not vet had translated on 
account of the heavy expenses but it is really very necessary (if we have 
any idea ot interesting our government and placing this matter before 
the proper authintiea for review to have these translations made as soon 
as lossible I am going to read }ou this report 

(Here the President real five pages of Dr Von Velsen s brief on 
account of the said document being 50 pages in length she did not read 
further, but stated that the brief, together with all other German documents, 
after being translated, would be inserted in the Stenographic report of the 
reunion proceedings. All of the documents referred to will be found 
in this book following this stenographic report.) 

THE PRESIDENT (continuing) : I think the foregoing report gives 
a very clear insight into this entire case. The qnestion that I want^ to 
present to you during this convention is this; I have placed the situation 
fairly and squarely before you, you know what has been done and you 
know how much remains to be done. I want to make this clear to you 
once and for all, that I do not honestly and truthfully know whether 
or not Jacob Wertz, Daniel Wertz, the B«v. Johann Conrad Wertz, and 
George Henry Wertz, of Carolina, are lieneal descendants of the great 
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Field Marabal Paul ^^ irtz and neither does the German company koon who 
of its members are leijal lieirs for they are esa tly in the same jrosit en 
we are — uoable to find missing links nhich uitl connect their geneolug^ 
with that of the Field Marshal As J have told ^ou in my eircumr many 
of the old valuable Church records of Germany had been lost during the 
French invasion and it makes it quite difficult to connect up the ^ariou<i 
lines on this account T want you to coiisiler the matter well while you 
ire here aa I ahall gne you plenty of time to eousider among vouraelveB 
aa to whether or not the Wertz Family Association shaU go on with this 
after the Poors Privilege has been denied the German company or shall 
let it drop forever Personally from mv own stanlpoint I would say that 
I would not approve of sending any more m(ne» to the Germans under 
anj oircumstante but that I do belieie we should use e^ery endeaior to 
place th s matter intelligently before the proper authorities and ask 
the inter ession of the United Stttes gc>ernment in this matter 

Of course before v,e can ask tie assistance of our government which 
in itself would be an issue of national importan e we ha\e first to con 
iince our government by proper proof that we ha\e a meritorious clam 
To do this as I said before will mean the translition of many doi.uments 
from German into English and require several hundrel of dollars 

You will see by the Treasurer s report that our treasury is not well 
filled as we ha^e only a balince of $184 59 We bate been put to the 
expense of baxing to pay for the use of these balls during this convention 
aa well ^s haimg badges printed anl many other ncLeasary little expenses 
that could not be avoided Your president and treasurer h^ie come here 
at their own expense and we lue at such a distance that the expense 
IS considerable The Mta' question tlat we hi\e before us to consiler at this 
convention is whether or not we go on with this work or let the matter 
drop once and forever If we go on we must haie a few hundred 
dollars more in the treasury for nse in our mieatigition geneologically 
m Germany an I America I wish to say that I do not want to assess our 
members aijain I am merely offering this for a suggestion and you an 
use It for what it is worth I wish :t was possible that tlose of lou who 
can really afford *o i lace in the treasury of this company a spec fie small 
sum would lo so in order that tbia work might be camel on as far aa 
possible without hardship on some of tie other members wlo ha^e tiied 
ao vabantly to do their share in this colossal undertaking and who many 
of them, are wbrking for a small wage and a dollar means more to them 
than a hundred to some of us I give you tlie suggestiin to think and 
talk oier and when we hold our election I am going to ask your de is on 
I said at the time we mide the April levy that would be the special and 
last assessment and I woull like to keep mj word I do not want to 
see the Wertz Family Association lie out I want to see it become an 
incor] orated body under the laws of the state T want to see this farailv 
reunion perpetuated and continued long after I hate been laid to rest 
in orier that my children and my children s children will have enough 
pride in their family to get together with their km folks annually or if 
that be too often at least every two years if possible 

Now then about Dr \ on Velsen s brief Aa you will see it is reallv 
too long for me to read t< vou I think the way that should be done is 
if your secretary treasurer writes up the record of the m nutes that this 
bnef should be printed m full so tliat each one of you nould lave a, cess 
to it you would then know tl e real history of the case the legal statui 
of it because all atatementa made tn i brief must absolutely be proven 
in the courts of law and the law books and the legal references given 
It IS a moat remarkable document running o er some fifty pages whicl 
absolutely shows tb'it Paul Wert? died nossessed of an immense fortun 
I haio been associated with Mr Snyder m bis practice as a court reporter 
during the past 20 years ind ha%e hid a great deal of experience m 
reading briefs and copying them and I am frank to aiy that in all mv 
experience 1 hate neter read such a remarkalle locnment as this one is 
If you did n>* see the retercncea to the law books and f you dil not 



30 



jduyGoOl^lC 



underetand that it is a reiii, [ipnuiiif 
thinks it naa fiction. It readj like a i 
ful, everyday hiatoi^ of a man's life. 

Now, remember this is the lawyer's brief. They filed a request at 
Hamburg for the Poors' Priyilege. The eoart immediately refused to give 
it. Then Dr. Von Velsen, nothing daunted, turned to the court and said, 
"I will file a brief with you if you wil] reconsider this matter." The 
court permitted him to file the brief — of which this is a copy^and they 
are now reading this brief and reconsidering the case as to whether or 
not they will grant the Poors' Privilege, 

I had intended to have a big copy of the bhie print, but death in my 
immediate family has forced me to change many of my plans. I was 
unfortunate enough to be forced to leave my mother a widow yesterday 
morning, and I placed her on the train with the body of my step. father, 
who had died the day before, and who ia being buried this afternoon in 
Cambridge, Illinois. We had been having a, very sorrowful home for 
four or five days prior to that. I was in the hospital night after n^ght, 
not having ray clothes off for as many as 48 hours, consequently I have 
not been able tn make a chart in big letters and hang it on the wall. But 
the blue print will be hung on the wall and you can all gather around 
it in groups and see and read it for yourselves; but of course the printed 
blue print is only small like this and I had intended to have it in big 
letters hanging on the wall so that you could see it very easily. 

I have here two letters that have come to rae within the last two day. 
and I want to read them to you so -that you wOl know the president's 
chair is not a bed of roses. This letter has cnni'e from the State of 
Pennsylvania. T wit! not give any name because the woman herself, 
if she was here, would be so ashamed that she would not want anybody 
to know who she was. When she wrote this letter to me on October 20th 
she had been a member just Ave days. This is the letter: 
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iventlon and you it'lll be paid your dollar back and be released. 

II do remain, you will pay your aase '- "-- - 

has done, aa this Assoc la tlon ru 



i dlasatlsffed with the booklet, i 
and receive your money back. We have 912 members, and the first 
complaint we have had la in your case, so I think the beat way for you 
to do Is to receive your membership lee back and relinquish your mem- 
bership certificate and proceed Independently In your own way. as you 

Vour Interest In this matter Is commencing rather late in the day, to 



■Williamsburg, Kans,, Oct. 21. 
see by the Oregon paper that the WerlE heirs are to 
-">n at Harrlsbure. Pa., and as I cannot leave home. 

— _ — . .., .J take care of the stock, and would like to know a 

little something about what the heirs Intend to do, and will ask you to 
please let me know, and if there is any chance of receiving a legacy I 
win do my part In the financial affairs, but would like to know Just what 
kind of a stand they Intend to make and what they want to raise money 
.__ .. .. .. ^j employ a lawyer or to pay someone to take trips to 

-'- — —lords as to the Wertz family. We think 

^htful heirs. I think we have all that is 
GEORGE WERTZ. 

THE PKESIDENT: These are just tlie kind of people tliat are insti- 
gating tbese unfair reports that are comiof; out in tbe newspapers from 
time to time and which cause me so nuieb annojaaoe. Tlieae people do 
not know what the asBOciation is doing and thej go to the newapapera 
with the most ridiculous stories, the result being that it keeps me busy 
writing to the newspapers giving the actual facts and <1enyiug what is 
told to theni. 

I have received letters from all over the country, from cranks, fakers 
and the like. I have a letter from Cleveland, Ohio, written by a woman 
cousin who is one of the lineal descendants of our Jacob Werta, and she 
says that an alleged lawyer has been running all around Cleveland trying 
to get Wertz heirs to give him a (certain sum of money, telling them that 
I was in Germany, that T was not here at all, and that there were some 
very important tilings that had to come up before him right away and 
if they would give him some money he would attend to the matter for 
them. The woman in question listened to him for a while and then said, 
"My good man, you are wrong; Mrs. Snyder is in Chicago; she hac 
returned from Europe," with the result that the "alleged" lawyer, on 
getting this information, beat a hasty retreat. 

Now, this U just a sample of a few of the unpleasant things that 
come up from time to time, and they are always caused by outsiders. Wo 
have no trouble with our own people because they are in touch witii 
everything that is actually going on. Tf any of our 900 odd members 
have any complaint they do not make it known; this woman's complaint 
received a few days ago being the first one. 

1 wanted to explain this fully to you because of the fact that a great 
many people apparently think that being the president of this associa- 
tion is a real nice position. I just want to tell you how dreadful it is 
to be sitting at your desk doing your utmost, having worked probably 
until midnight the evening before, to pick up your mail and, upon opening 
it, find n lot of nasty newspaper cnticisms, which have not a word of 
truth in them, instigated by people who do not know anything about the 
real situation and who care less. It is the president who has to bear 
the brunt of it all. If iie should be fortunate enough to win out in 
this mutter in the end why of course I will be the biggest woman iu 
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the norld but just onwder the awful position I njll be jn jf i e d > 
not win out In spite of all my hard work — and my eftorts are alnajs 
witb the goal ot simess in view— it ne lose this Laae I suppose tie 
best tiling for me to Ho will be to tie a stoae arouni] my Deik anl drop 
out of sight 

I uas going to all for the Treasurer s report Becau'ie )f tie leath 
of my stef father to nhich I referrel a few momei ts ago the treasurer 
has not had an opportiinitj to prepare his report—or rathei to be more 
correct I haien t iiad tune to prepare it for hini id itemized form as 
it will be made but I can gne ^ou an idea of what ne ha\e We always 
pnnt the treasurer s report and send it to our members You are all 
entitled to know e\eri dollar that has been spent anl an itemi/ed ac ount 
will be sent to e\ery one of you 

We haie outstanding ^30 January assessments. That is the lirst assess 
ment that was levied on the members fhere are 230 people who have 
not paid their January assessment I think these are the members thit 
ha\e originallv (ome from other lountries anl feel that tbey are not of 
the German Wertz tamily I think they came in and paid their dollar 
for doing so and when thej found out what thev wanted the\ dropped 
out I do not knm\ that to be a positive fact but I think it is a fair 
assnmpt on under the Pircnm stances X haie been sending them the lit 
erature and the circulnrs eier^ month just the same so that the* have 
bad full return for the dollar tbej spent 

We haie 464 special assessments m arrears Out of this number per 
haps 2a liaie untten sajing that thev are not able to pay the assessment 
now but ivould jay later \\ ith the real it is probably negligence I 
don t know But anjnay it leaies us $694 behind in assessments If 
ne had that S694 we would not need another tent ne wouU hiie plenty 
of money 

The trip to l-urope co=t $1 OSS 'j to the asaonnticn 1 have preser(eil 
the receipted bills wherever it was possible to get receints I mil sav 
that I do not think anybody on earth could ha\e eo^erel the ground 
and haie gotten the records that I got on the amount of money that I 
bad with which to pay expenses such for instance as steamship rail 
road hotel records and other exfensea I had to fight my way through 
in every instan e to ketj frim ha\ing what little I bal taken ana> from 
me before I got out of each cit* 



We bave in the treasure $1'<4 >9 T ha>e a stack of documeuts from 
Holland probably that high (illustrating I'm hes) the will of Paul 
Wertz the inventorv and larious iocuments of the greatest importance 
If you go on with this ase those documents must be translated then they 
must be tipewritten and three copies made one copy to be placed before 
(he pTOj er authorities at Waahington one to be sent to Mr Mahin the 
imencan consul at \msterdam Holland— as it is important first of all 
to get Mr Mahin mterestel — the third copy to be kept by our asso la 
tion as a record Thia translation work must be done anl I don t think 
those documents can be translated short of $100 as there are so mani 
of them 

I want to B&\ to you that your president has wcrked in this association 
a year this month in 1 before no organize 1 ourselies 1 had norked a matter 
of some SIX months or more than, that J took up the work in February 
Itll and the association was formed in October ot the same year During 
this period of about nine months I worked independently myselt using 
my own mone\ and it cost me in the neighborhood ot between $"50- 
and $300 (o make the researches that I made and which was the basis 
of the formation of the asaocution I kept track of every dollar that I 
had spent since first taking up this matter and some little time ago I 
took oc HSion foot ip what I hid spent in connection lyith the work 
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p t the t ne tie assoe at ii as fome] an 1 I aa somewhat sur 
pfLCd to And the d tie ent a all amount aggregate the figures ab e 
neutonel As ou all know d r ng that per ol of t me — that a froa 
the commenMment of the work to the present t me I ha e not re e ed 
one cent romunerat n e tber d reetlj o rd rectlj neither d d I expect 

t or wish t I ha e worked hard and fa thfully and I ha e everyfh ng 
rea ly f you w sh to go on w th t for you to present to our go ern 
ment after t has been properly f rinslated an 1 typewr ttcn And in th s 

onneet on I want to say that I bel e e we ha e a locument here that 
w II n ake qu te in n [ e s on on o r go eminent 

I ha e given nearlr tno jears of my 1 f e n the nterests of the Wertz 
1 e rs and I am not an he myaelf My n other f she of the r ^t 
tan 1} s an be r And I vant to sar tl at I th nk I have done my dut} 
by ou all and I want to aga n 3a> to o th>it I thank you all for the am 
cere k ndness that ^ou ha e shown to me You ha e been so fa thful and I 
ha e been so depe dent pon ou and when I ha e ailed upo you for 
anytii g to be done n t one haa e er fa led b t I th nk now that t s 
tm e for you f g put some one else n the cha r — f for no other reasoc 
tban hat perhaps a new broom w II swee[ cleaner Ma>be I have errel 
n some of the wavs I have gone on w th the work but I ha e done the 
best I oil Perhaps ^ me one else a n an for nstanee w uld be able 
to aceompl h greater th ngf than 1 ha e done I have worke 1 bo long 
and when I sjet these dreadful lett rs from people on the o ts de and 
hen I see these a vfol p eces they put n the newspapers all ug s 
rainbow chasers and pr ntmg auch dreadful I es — beoau e thev are noth ng 
but 1 ea — t d sheartens me and I feel I don t want tfl be at the head for 
fear we do not w n and we all know woat an uneerta nt} a th ng of this 
kmd s If we do not w n t means that I w II be r t c zed by xaant 
who do not nler tand the real s t at on and the del cate pos t on that I 
am n as tl e head of the as.oe at on I just feel that I am not stro g 
eno gh to bear that and I am eo ng to ask to as an assoc at on to 
accept my res (,nat on aa prea dent and put some one else n my place 
son e one wlo II be str ng and honeat and nho w II go r ght n t the 
end Peraonally I tl nk we ha e a good case part larly f we can con 
nect up properly and I wouldn t want to see t droppel I ant to see 
you go on I don t want vou to fut m ch money n t Just put n enougl 
money to get the cop es made ao as to p t the matter before the govern 
ment and then f the go ernment sa>e that we are cbas ng a ra nbow we 
^n drop i b t let us first take the hance let ua go on anl present t 
to the go e nnent a d f hej turn us dovn tien we shall feel that we 
have 1 ne all that we could lo under the c r u nstan ea 

If we only hid th $694 that a outstand ng or e en f we only had 
about ttOO more n our treaaurv we wo Id be all r ght tlen And now 
I am going fo adjourn th s meet ng becauae I th nk you have I stened 
very pat entt> to me th s afternoon and t has been a long stra n and the 
Toon s close anl ton ght we are gong to have a stereopt c n lecture on 
my tr p to Kurope ommenc ng w th my departure from New \ork and 
go ng w th me n nag nat on unt 1 I finally return to \mer ca I 1 ave 
soire verv fine p ctures that I n ide wh le on mj seard f r records I 
e en ha e a p cture of Paul Wertz h mself and h s gra e and I have 
<jU te a 1 ttle story to tell yo n conned on w tl ha gra e No o e s 
allowed to take a camera ntn the church where h i tomb a However 
I h d ny can era under my coat I was determ ned tl at I wo Id do e ery 
th ng poss ble to let you see everything there was to see and know so 
that at the pr ce of be g ja led I got a p ture of tl e gra of Paul 
Wertz wh ch yo will all see on the screen th s e ening The p ct re per 
tormau e aa we w II call t w II beg n at half paat se en tl s e en ng 
so as to give you all a chan e to get home early and get a good n ght & 
rest Ton orrow morn nf I want to ha e a n eet ng here for the purj ose 
of ele t ng oflicers I d dn t ntend to have tl e leit re or rather th 



jduyGoOt^lC 



1 ttlo talk on ti p p t res nt 1 t m rro e en n(( but I 1 a e been g en 
to un leratan 1 that soi e oJ 3 a ot stay o er unt 1 tomorr n night 

'Jo I am go ag to d itm ss tou for th s afternoon an^ ask you to tt nk 

er e e }th n^ I ha e ad \ou an get together n 1 tile gro ps and 
talk the matter o er among yoursel es TIst s tvhat you eane for Yo 
have on e fron erj nearly e en State n th Un on you an e 1 ere for 
tl a purpoiie and e ont> have three laya so I nould ask you not to be 
at all baeknarl n talk ng and express ng jour lens and n shes anl if 
there a a yth rg I an lo all yo ha e to do a to not f n e So 

II be I s e.1 t! en t 1 hilt past se en th b e en ng 

( \p| la ae ) 

\t 3 o lo k n tl p e en ng of O tober " th Mra Snyder del ered 
3 ate eo| t on lecture illustrating the d iferent po nts of ntereat n on 
neet on witl 1 er re ent tr p to E rope n onneet on th the ^ertz 
bus neaa The hall aa crowd 1 bv men bers and tier f r end>" and a 
try 1 ea^ t and entert n ng e e g a» spent 

The .on\ention «as tailed to order at « o'dr k a m O tober -'Ctli 191" 
Mr Hiram i. W ertz of Quiney Pa 

THF PRl'Sini'XT 

to speak to (ou just 
proceedings 

MR HIRA\[ I \\ERTZ Jriends I think this assotiatjon owes our 
nortb> pTLSident Mis bn^der 1 debt of gratitude and I nouH attk the 
aasMiation to express their appreciation bv rising lote and giving her 
thanks for the eminent manner in whith she has (onducted the business 
of the aaaociation during the past year as nell as for the able and noble 
•tddresa of vesteritaj afternoon m our opening exertises I therefore make 
a motion that a lote of thanks be ettenled to her for her faithfulnew to 
the interests of the assofiation and the efflLient manner in whuh she has 
performed the duties i.le\ohing upon lier as the president of the assoiiation 

MR ■ftlLLABD W WE817 1 setond the motion 

MR. HIRAM E. WERTZ (TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN): All those in 
favor of doing so will please assent by rising to their feet. It appears 
to be unanimoiia. There ia one thing mere. In her address yesterday the 
worthy president aaked to be released from further duties as president. 

1 therefore move that this association refuse lier request. 

The motion i\as seconded by Mr. William Wertz, of Grand Rapids, MJcb. 

The motion was unanimously carried. 

THF fHA^RMA^ (JIR HIRAM E WFRTZ) Noiv I mnt to saj 
one thing more and I think possibly we can tut our business a little short 
I move that the present offliers of this association as iiell as the e-^eiuti\e 
committee Ije continued for one vear longer 

The ni< til n nas seconded bi Mrs Anna BUI of tl icago 

The motion npon being put iias unanimoualy tamed 

MR. PAUL D WORT^ ZaneaviUe Ohio Mr Chairman in ton 
nection nith the matter in hand I wish to tall attention to the fact that 
the president ot this assoLiation Mrs Snvler has been at greit expense 
in the last >ear that she has been in ofcce here and has also been put to 
a great deal of incomenience She has put m a great deal of her time 
working foi the nelfire of tlie assocntion and the members thereof And 
in vieH of the tact that "\Irs Snvder \\ith the aid of and in ionnectioo 
with her liusban 1 has had muoh nork t do in making all arrangements 
for and condiictmg this reunion I think the least that ne tan do is to 
see to it that the association shall pay the expenses of boti Mr and Sirs 
Snyder in onn 1 Hon with thi on\ention at Harnslurg We are cer 
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tainl}' ini1ebte<l to Mrs. Snyder for all the har<I work she haa ilone and f 
now cloing in order to make the re-union the suceeea it is. and 1 there- 
fore move jou, Mr. ChaimiGn, that the assoeiatian shall bear the expenses 
of Mr. and Mia. Snyder in connection with the trip to Harriaburg and 

'onded bv D. B, Werfz, of Benova, and upon being 
ied. 

MR. PAUL D. WORTZ. ZanesviUe, Ohio: I also move, Sir. Chairman, 
that our preaideirt, Mrs. Snyder, be authorized and emponerpd by thia 
association to hire, at the expense of the aaaociation, some one to assist 
her in the preparation, ad^resaing, posting and mailing of the circulars 
and things of that kind that ahe sends out, the motion being thai Mra. 
Snyder ia authorized by the association to employ someone to assist her in 
this work and that the expense of same be taken out of the funds in the 
treasury of the aaaociation. 



THE PRESIDENT (MRS. SNYDER): Talk about the railroa<! 
"flyera" in London and France, where they claim to have the fastest 
trains in the world, I think this na^ the "fast express'' for sure. 
(Laughter.) 

I will say that so many people expresaed their great disappointment at 
my resignation yesterday, and while I have felt that I juat simply couldn't 
go on with the nork, and particularly ao on account of the death that' 
has just come so suddenly into my immediate family, still I couldn't helj. 
seeing the predicament the association would really be in if I did give 
up the work when I had, I might almost say, all of the details of the 
work within my graap, and because I want to see jiiatiee done in thii 
matter, if it is poasible to obtain justice, 1 am going to stay with you 
to the end, and if there ia any possible chance to get this fortune for the 
heirs I want >'o see it accomplished. (Great applause.) 

However, I W'aut to say to you that there was an unkind remark passed 
last night. It was to the effect that I Has leaving the presidency of 
the aaaociation now that I had had a trip to Oermany; tiiat having had the 
trip I waa going to shirk the rest of the nork. I want to say to you 
that all the hard work has now been done, and it haa been done by me 
and by no one else. The unraveling of the genealogy and the running 
from place to place in connection with it has been terribly hard work. 
The different people have been separoterl into their different groups, 
so far as it nas humanly possible for one person to do bo, and I have 
no doubt you will believe me when I say to you that it haa taken a 
great deal of my time. We now have in our hands all t'le real facts 
in the case, ao far as it ia poaaible to get them. All that we need now 
- Is the tranalation from the German into English of the documents I have 
referred to, then to have them typewritten, making three copies, then 
putting the matter before Mr. Mahin. the consul at Amsterdam, Holland. 
There is ao much to translate, together with the family tree of Paul 
Wertz and the German genealogy, that I imagine the expense will probably 
come to $100.00 or more. I am gueaaing at that figure, of cour'ie. 

But I am going to go on with this work, ladies and gentlemen, simpH 
because I nant to show you that the trip to Europe had nothing what- 
ever to do with the matter of my resignation. Why really it ia too 
absurd for me to comment on that feature of it any further. While you 
might not think it, I could have had a trip to Europe long ere thia had 
I wanted it, and without any aaaistance from the Wertz Family Aaaocia- 
tion. I have worked hard for the aaaociation ; nobody knows how hard. 
Nobody knows the long hours that I have worked on this matter and the 
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sleepless iiigbta tliat I have passp.! because of pliinoiiig and plauning 
and planning. Many 3. man and woman have written me and asked 
me what particular branch they belonged to and I have studied out that 
branch in the middle of the night, and that la why I have the people 
in their proper grouira. It is because of the constant brain work that 
I liave ciTen to the matter, not because this association has spent hun- 
dreds of dollars in running around the country looking up the proofs; 
but because your president has written hundreils of letters and has worked 
night and day in order to find out what particular groups the different 
people belonged to. 

When this association was Urtt organized it was started for the descend- 
ants of Jacob Wertz, .ind all the members that joined at Rock Island 
were Jacob Wertz and as »e supposed. George Wertz ' descendants. At 
that time we didn't know but what Jacob had a son, George, so that 
nhen this association came into being last October ne assumed that 
everybody in it was a lineal descendant of Jacob Wertz who came here 
in 1731. Since that time nearly everybody in the United States of the 
name of Wertz has come into tiie association. As I have told you before, 
there are hundreds of Wertzes scattered broadcast throughout the coun- 
try who cannot be the heirs of the fielil marshal Paul Wertz; it is im- 
possible. There couldn't be so many children; there couldn't be such 
a long list of descendants from one man. They have come from other 
branches of the family. Undoubtedly this whole family, the nucleus of 
it, was Nicholas Wertz's father, Cunradt (Paul Wirtz grandfather) in 
the 15(h century. I am lof the belief tliat every Wertz in the whole 
United States and Europe are distantly related, that they have all sprung 
from one common progenitor. Now, because wo wanted to be fair, we 
did not ask those who joined the association to produce their proof. We 
simply said. "If your name is Wertz. or if you are related to a Wertz, 
you can join the association." They came in at their own risk. We 
knew nothing about them and didn't pretend that we did. I diiln't 
write to any of yon people and say, "Come on in; we know all about 
it." On the contrary, I asked them if they knew anything about it. 
I had the word scattered broadcast that I wanted every one who had 
any papers or documents or other information to tell me what they 
knew. From the very beginning I never pretended to know anything 
that as a matter of fact I didn't know. I have never misled you in any 
way, shape or form. People have written me asking "Where do I be- 
iongt" And I have written back, "I don't know, but I will trv and 
find out." 

Now, I simply want to make this plain to you — that no one human being 
can do the amount of work that there ii to do in this case and look up 
the genealogy of the different iieo])le. 1 cannot spend the time looking 
up each individual person. The thing that your president's time must 
be spent on now is to get our forces together in a proper manner and 
lay them before the proper tribunal so that we can find out authorita- 
tively and definitely whether or not we haie a case. It doesn't matter 
whether we are heirs or whether we are not heirs, it is going to take 
months and months to get this matter plai,-ed before the proper tribunal; 
80 my idea is to have these papers translated, put them before Mr. 
Mahiu. the consul at Amsterdam, and in the meantime everybody do 
everything they can to uncover their genealogy. You, each of you, in 
your own home and talking among relatives can do more good than I 
can sitting in my office in Chicago. Of course I have the wires working 
in every direction; but wlien I get a little information from this one 
here and that one there and put it together I am able to accomplish 
something. That is how I built up the Daniel genealogy. Nobody knew 
there i\as a Daniel until finally I ran across s. little old woman out here 
in Pennsylvania who remembered that there was a man Daniel, and 
whose children were Nicholas, Paul, Henry, George and Marelus; and 
so on down the line of eight or ten chihlren. Then for the first time 
to 



jduvGoot^lc 



ne knew there was a Daniel Wcirtz because thire is no trace of Daniel 
Werta coming ii\er in the early dajs «itli the pioneer settlers I have 
Kone all over Bapp's 300D0 names, and Jacob Wertz «as the first Wertz 
that tame into this country and there neier was in all the list of 
Wertzes that came in liere a roan by the name of Daniel Many of the 
ships' logs were destrored They are not al! perfect Harrisbure hai 
the most complete set of documents of hiatoni-al laliie of anj place i 
haxe ^et founl There is no amount ot money that lould replace what 
you haie got m jour capitol building here m Harrisburg It is simply 
remarkable I ha\e been all a\er the United States in the different his 
tortcal buildings and I never saw anything to equal what you ha\e 
here in Hamsburg Now you people of HHmsbiirK that are right on 
the ground here anl that don t ha^e to «pend railroal fare pan t you 
get out m your lounty seats and look up things for yourselves or do vou 
expect one woman to sit in her offiie in Chiiago ami do it allf Is it 
fairt Is it right? Toiild you do itt \ou know you eouldn t And T 
can t do it either But I am going to stay right here an the presilent 
of this association until ne plate this thing before the proper tribunal 
and get an ansner yes or no I am going to do it e\en though it is 
a great sacrifice on my part Hon grept a ^icrifiee no one in this room 
outside of my husbard lan possibl) know As many of you are aware, 
I am a nenspaper woman I haie a book thit is not quite finished 
I haie a play that Frohman s have asked me to renrite in some respects 
before the\ can accept it Those things mean hundreds and e\en thou 
sands of dollars to me they mean a nice little fortune in my onn hand 
I ha\e an opportunity of taking up an estate in Chicago consisting of a 
number of ricn people there nho wint their genealogy traced regardless 
of expense There is no monei coni deration attich^ ti the estate but 
there is a titk iniohed and thei haie offered me e\er\ indntement to 
go ahead with the nork of unraveling tlieir genealogy but I cannot 
do tno things at onte I am passing to one side all the money proposi 
tions and I am not a rich woman either Roth iny husbind and I work 
for OUT litiDK anl ne HOrk hard too We go to work at half past eight 
each morning and ne work some nights until midnight and Mrs Bell 
of Chitago nho is pj-esent here <an bear nie out in this last asser 
tion for she has been m my ofBce time aud time again and has seen me 
at work In fact on mini o caaions when she has lome into the office 
and found me in the midst of some Wertz business shi. has rolled up 
her sleeves and helped me fold and address circulars to the members of 
the asBOLiation If you only realized that every time you write me h 
letter and stick a t«o lent stamp in it it means that your president 
has to write vou i letter and aldress an enieloj* The *tamp is nothing 
vihen you stop to consider the time I have to spend in addressing 910 
envelopes It lakes nearly a neek a time to sit down and fold address 
and stamp nearly a thousand letters Just the sealing of the envelopes 
alone is quite i job and takes considerable time and patience Now, 
that IS loo mu h for one woman to do isn t it! Talk about a tnp to 
Europe Why there isn t any one m this association either indiiiluallj 
or collectively that can ever repay me for what I have done Money 
can never compensate me for my sleepless nights and the white bairs 
in mi head The work thit T hive done in connection with the Wertz 
family affair lias undoubtedly shortened my !ife and I am willing that 
it should be so I am going on faithfully to the end and I will put u[ 
tl e strongest fight that I can w-igc for y( ii and if there is anything 
that can be done to enable thif> fight to result in a victory rest assure I 
that I will do my part of it (\pplause and cheering) 

\nl remember if it doesn t come to p vi tori T nant lou men and 
women to say Oell she dd the best slie ould thit is all ne (Ould 
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about tills or that;" and then when you get a lot of it together write 
it down on a piece of paper, and be sure tliat jou write it plain; don't 
nrite it illegibly. Get your little family treea in the right group. Go 
back as far as you can ; go to the graveyards and read the inseriptions 
on the Wertz tombstones; go to the arehives; go and look at your ances- 
tors' wills in the count; seats. That ia the way to look for tilings. In 
Harrisburg, for inatance, you can walk right into the room in which 
the recorda are kept and you can have anything you want iu look at. 
If you want a certified copy of a document it will coat you but a 
small amount of money to got it, a dollar or two or three at the most, 
■whereas in Europe it would cost you not less than three times the amount 
you would pay here. Don't write and ask ma a lot of foolish questiona, 
and expect mo to give hours of my time in answering them when by a 
little exertion on your own part you could gain the information yourself. 
My lime will be fully occupied from now until the time we have thes^ 
documents ready for J'r. Mahin. If we can only interest Mr. Mahin 
in the matter to the extent of having him pass the papers over to the 
proper offieiali of the United States government with the suggestion that 
they look into the matter, half of the battle will be won. Not half; 
rather nine tenths of the battle will be won. 

Koii remember that I cannot do everything. I am going to get those 
papers in shape for presentation to the government ofBcials. They have 
all got to be translated and copied on the typewriter. Now I am going 
to ask you all to help me as much as yon possibly can. If things drag 
along and you don't hear anything for some little time don't get uneasy. 
Things in law move slowly. When these papers are placed before the 
government authorities they will consider them. They won 't say yes 
or no today. They will consider the matter from many viewpoints. They 
will have to decide whether it would be a diplomatic thing for the United 
States to mix up in a matter of this kind. But the United States gov- 
ernment, with Uncle Sam at the head, stands for a fair deal and it will 
always see that every American citizen gets it. and if we can show them 
that we have anything worth going on with I believe they will help us. 
We will then find out whether we ha\e a case or whether we have not. 
If we have not a case we want to find it out once and for all. 

T accept the presidency of this asaoi-iation for a sei-ond term and I 
wish to thank you, one and all, for the expressions of confidence you 
hare in me, and I am only going to ask you to be a titde more patient 
with me in the future. Don't expect so many reports, and when you 
write to me don't neglect to enclose a self -addressed and stamped envelope 
and save me that much time, and those who don't know their genealogy 
don't write and teil me that jou only know your grandfather's name, 
but that JOU would like to find your great grandfather's name. Do it 
yourself. Go out and find what your great grandfather's name was your- 
self and don't expect me to run all around the country trying to find 
it for yo\i. I don't know how some people can be so unfeeling as to 
expect me to sit down and write letters and run around the country try- 
ing to find out something that they could find out as well as I could by 
just a little exertion on their own part. Some of them seem to think 
I am drawing a real large salary and that I am simply earning that 
salary when I am spending hour after hour of my time in their personal 

behalf. Please remember this. After you h" - >---'-' - "-- '- 

on your own account and gone back three ( 
can tell you where you belong. 

I think I have now said all that is necessary, and I am going to ask 
for a report from the first vice-president, if he has anything to aay. 

JIR, WTLLARD W. WERTZ; Mr. Chairman and Madam President. I 
do not think I have any report to make to the association at this time. 
I feel like Uncle Hiram does, about Mrs. Snyder and the presidency. If 
sho won't accept the presidency, where will the association bet I am 
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sure that no pereon other than Airs Snyder could fill the posit iod of 
president of the a^ofiation tike ^be ba« filled it, and she bas certaislj 
sacrificed a great deal in acting as the president of the aisociation dunng 
the past year There is one thing that I believe we ought to do, and 
do it here this morning, and that i% we ought to make some proiiaion 
for more monev to earn un the work and to remunerate Mrs Snyder 
for what she has already done to ftav nothing ahout what she expects to do 
m the future and I moie vou Madam President that we ievj another 
assessment of one dollar per memt)er, payable M the first day of Dei'em 
ber, 1912 

Motion duly seconded and unanimousb tamed. 

THF PRESIDENT The aeeood iice president Mr Lee Potterheld 
could not be with ua today and he asked me 'o expres<< to the organization 
hm deep regret at not being able to be pre^nt as he wis last lear He 
h pea to be with us another year 

Also 



MISS COS\ H08ELT0N I have no report to make for the past year 
I will sai however that I am sure we are all lerj thankful to Mrs Snyder 
for accepting another term of the presidency I am confident that she 
will do everything in her power is she certainly has done during the last 
\ear or more to bring this matter to an issue ind find out once and for 
all tune ]ust where we stand m this matter 

THE PRESIDENT This reminds me that Miss Houelton has never put 
in a bill for postage as reiording seiretary Of course all the tirculars go 
out through my office anl the secretary himself Mr ^ertz of 41eA) 
has done very little in his o&ce not because I e was unwiltmg to but because 
he did not have the opportunity is people write to me Ut course Misa 
Hoselton has her own people in Iowa thdt wint to be kept constantly in 
touch with the affairs of the association and she has done a grett deal for 
them She ought to be reimbursed for the amount of postage she has spent 
during the past jear in connection w th the affairs of the association and 
I would like someone to put that in the form of a motion 

MR WILUHD WEHTZ I th nk this is i matter that should come 
before the executive board and Miss Hoselton should be remunerated for 
the amount that she has paid out for postage and her bill should be pre 
scnted and paid it should not come before this meeting We have all 
been to expense and as far as postage is concerned she ought to be re 
munerated and that ought to come before the executive boarl anl be paid 
the same as th rent for this luillmg r any other expense that we have 
been put to The postage should be piid out of the general fund 

call on Mr. Paul Wortz, one of the 

MR PAUL WORTZ of Zaneaville, Ohio Madam President and Cousins 
- — I don't know that I have very much to say It seems like we have 
been saying a good deal, but the only niv to get this thing through 
is to be prompt with our payment The president niU do the balance of 
it if you will help her to that extent and surely it will not require much 
effort on our part when we consider what Mrs Sn>der has to do on her 
part I am satisfied that the only way to do is to get these papers finished 
up and then we will find out whether we can do anything or not If we 
annot then we will drop that part of the business and stand as a family 
association of the Wertzes I am glad to meet the different Wertzes here 
and I am glad to know them Possibly we cannot meet every year, but we 
tan as often as possible Each State might get up an organization so that 
they can meet everv lear I am certainly glad to belong to this association, 
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and I am sure all < t ua are I dan t knotr that there is anytliing more I 
can aaj I nonlii like tf keep up the asBoeiation eien if ne do not find 
any Health Of course we are satisfied that the fortune la there hut we 
nant the legal proof of it and the onlj nay to get the proof la to get 
these papers translated 

THE PKESIDENT I will ask \lr Tames ^^ ertz one of the direitors 
for a fen nords Well Mr 'Wertz aays he hasn t invthmg to lay >iow I 
don t know nhether this will be a proper matter to bring before this meet 
mg or not but I want to call attention to the fact that there ire some 
expenseft in connettion with this tomention which haie to be pail while 
we are here at Harnaburg We paid $] a day for this hall and ne haie 
to pay $10 for the use of it laat opening there waa also $10 expense 
in connection with the use of the stereopticon mathme which had to be 
connected and put up It took two men several hours to put it up I took 
the liberty of paying that last eiening out of the assessments that have 
been pail in at thia meeting I wouH therefore like to ha\e 30U make 
some froviBion tor the payment of the hall 

MR P\IL WDBTZ That matter an be taken iij ?j the e\e utiie 

THE PRESIDENT We will pass it for the time being then Non 
IS there anvthing else to come before the house this morning' Ha\e I your 
sanction and author ty to proceed in this matter in what I onsider to be 
the right and proper wa\ in plating this before the United States Co* 
ernment' So man; lia\e responded in the afBrmati\e I take it that I 
haie the sanction of the association then 

MR HIRAM WFRTZ Friends our worthy president has got e\eri 
thing aa nearly perfect as human agency I think can make it and I think 
that it woul 1 he no more than right and proper for uB to say that she shall 
use her own judgment m connection with the adyice of any atto^ne^ that 
she may selept to further invest gate this matter 

rnr PRFSIDFVT I don t think that we really neei the ser\i es of an 
attornay yet If it should come to a matter of internat onal omplication 
between tno countries we of course would ha\e to haye an attorney to 
represent the American heira hut until the L nited States Co>ernment acts 
upon the matter there will be no neeil of an attorney Fortunately for the 
association I know the ropea so well that I can get along for the present 
at least without the aid of an attorney There are a few attorneys among 
my many fnends m (hicago who haie always in the past been willing to 
gi\e me a lift over the rough places and I imagine that should I get 
"stuck in mi brief they will be willing to help me again therefore T 
don't believe we need the adyice of any attorney nust yet I am sure you 
all feel that we haye been very lery careful of the Wertz Association 
funds otherwise we could never have aciomplished what we did Lawyers 
cost a terrible lot of money I have been dropping in to aee my lawyer 
fnends whenever I needed a little adyice and they hate giyen it without 
charge You will see that I have in this way saved the association many a 
dollar when I wanteil some legal advice in connettion with some matter 
that has ariHen I think we can get along without any attorney for quite 
a while yet at least until we find out how the government feels about this 
matter Of course if it comes to an issue between the two tountnes we 
will then have to have an attorney anl the very best attorney on inter 
national law that it is possible to get and then at that time a necessary 
fund for such purpose would have to he raised among the real heirs How 
ever we will not attempt to cross that bridge until we come to it When 
I spoke about tarrying this matter on in my own way I didn't hate refer 
ence to incurring bills and expenses or anything of that kind I mean to 
hate thia matter placed before Mr Mahin in my own way and mj wav 
would be to have it translated first then hate it typewritten then to have 
it briefed as much aa possible and then to send it together with a letter 
to Mr Mahm and to have another copy ready to send to Washington should 
44 
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it bet-ome necessary to do ao. The ofGcers of the assoeiation and mjielf 
have al«ays workeil harmoniouslj together; tbej have always helped me in 
every posnible wsy, and I am sure they will do so now. I am positive that 
they will be satisfied with anything that I do, because I have made it a 



Now, is there anything to coii 


ne before iis, c 


ir is there any question 


that anyone would like to ask, i 


ir would any on 


e like to make a state- 


inent? 







We are all going to Quiney this afternoon at 11:43; that is, rather many 
<\f US are going. Now, I would like to know whether it is necessary to hold 
a meeting tonight or not? I think we have thrp'»hed out every question that 
it is neeessary to go into. We are all agreed as to what our line of condnct 
wUl be and our mode of campaign, and it does not seem to me that it will 
really be necessary to have another meeting tonight. If you think bo, 
I am in the bands of my friends, of course. If yoii do not think it is neces- 
sary to have a meeting this evening I will just say that I am stopping at the 
Rus» Hotel and I will be at the service of anyone wishing to see or talk with 
me. I am in Parlor A at the Buss House. If we have this hall tonight wo 
will have to pay $10 for it. I don't want to spend the $U> unless you feel 
it is necessary. Tomorrow the hall is taken by a church organization, 
which is going to hold meetings up to 1 o'clock. Now, it has been spoken 
about going to Gettysburg tomorrow. Tlie fare on Sunday is SI there and 
return. I am told that it is a magnificent trip and one that we, who have 
never taken it, ought not to miss. The Chicago end of this convention will 
return tomorrow evening at 7:40 over tlie Panhandle. Now, I would like 
to hear from some of you. Shall we get up a party to go to Gettysburg 
tomorrow! It is Sunday. There is nothing improper in making the trip on 
Sunday, if any of you have that feature of it in mind. Bemember, you are 
^oing to a national cemetery of the United States; you are going to visit 
the graves of the men who laid down their lives, gladly and willingly, 
in order that yon and I might live in safety and in peace in our homes, bo 
that you ate merely going tiere to pay tribute to the nation's heroes; you 
will violate none of your religious principles; have no fear on that score. 

Now, then, ladies and gentlemen, there is another thing. When we first 
formed this organization our board of directors consisted of five, with our 
first vice-president as the chairman. Our association at that time was only 
about 250 or 300 strong; we are now 810 members strong, and it does not 
seem to me that the present ijoord of direi-tors is adequate and I think we 
ought to have more directors on the board, at least two more; and I think 
those two additional members should come from Pennsylvania, and that they 
ought to be lineal descendants of the first Jacob Wertz that settled in 
Pennsylvania, and I want to say to you that I would like to see Mr. Hiram 
Wertz, of Quincy, Pa., and John Wertz, his cousin, of Johnstown, Pa., 
selected as the two members from the State of Pennsylvania. 

It was moved by Mr. Dave Wertz, of Renova, Pa., and duly seconded 
by Mrs. Anna Bell, of Chicago, that the present board of directors be in- 
creased so as to consist of seven members; that the two new members shall 
tie selected from the State of Pennsylvania and tiiat they shall be lineal 
descendants of Jacob Wertz, the first Wertz to arrive in America, and that 
these two lineal descendants shall be Mr. Hiram E. Wertz, of Quincy, Pa., 
and Mr. John A, Werta, of Johnstown, Pa. 

The motion was unanimously carried. 

THE PRESIDENT: Mr. Hiram Wertz suggests that if there is any 
one here tliis morning that has not already joined the association and 
who would like to join, that if they wilt please come forward at the close 
of the meeting, Mr. Snyder, the secretary-treasurer, will take their names 
and addresses and the membership certificate will be sent to them immedi- 
ately upon our return to Chicago. 
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I want to sai to \ou that it is \er\ neeessan when vou make a change 
nt residence be sure 3.ud notitv ^our president as I bate recentl} had re 
turned to me fl\e letters that were sent to Penn'"Tl\ania members 

Novi next on our progrHm la trbelher or not we shall bold a reunion next 
year and if so nhere I would say that the middle vvest would seem to me 
to be the togieal and most practical plai.e to hold tbe next reunion and it la 
\erj accessible to all points Chicago would be an ideal city in which to 
liold tbe reunion and your president bas a large following of fr ends ana 
acquaintances there wbicb nould make it possible for me to arrange a ten 
delightful program There are so manv places to go to m Thicago I am sure 
everyone would enjoy the trip and instead of making it tivo days we could 
make it four or fi\e ditt so thfit a couple of days could be spent in conven 
tion and the rest of the t me spent in sightseeing and nailing Now I 
nuBt merely ofler that ts a suggestion Is it your pleasure that we hold a 
reuDJon next %ear or is t too often to hold a reunion each yeart I nould 
like to hear an expression on tbis subject 

MR WILLARD W VFRT7 Madam President I tbink as 1 ng as 
the re ords are m fbe condition that they ire now in that «e ought to hold 
the reunion next >ear isd I niove jou that we have the reunion the firat 
week in October 1913 the renijion to be beld m Chicago 

Motion seconded by Mr Hiram T\ertz and unanimously carried 

THE PEL'^IDEM I want to sa-s to you now that tbe motion has 
unanimously tarried tbat vour preaident will make tbis the best time 
\ou ever had in all your hies because you wilt have automobile riles mind 
JOU and I vnll see that they don t cost you anything "iou will pay ^o\xi 
railroad fare into Chicago but if you can get up a sufficiently large party I 
am sure that I can get you a reduced rate I will also get you reduced rates 
at the best hotels in the tity ind I will see that there ire automobiles to 
take you to places of intere-it w tlout a tent of eipense to you (Applause 
and cheering.) 

THE PRESIDENT; And I will also see that the Commercial Club of 
Chicago gives you an entertainment of some kind. (Applause and cheer- 

THE PRFSIDENT I Ion t want to rojst Harnsburg I think 
the belt way to do partiLularlv after tit nay the Harr sburg nenspapers 
ha\e treated us is to ignore them altogether Still I want to aiail myself 
of the opportunity to say that I never knew of a tonvent on being held 
nhere so little courtesy was shown to the people who came to a new iitt 
and I am sorry for them but of course it all arose liecause of a misunder 
standing of the matter and we all baie to stand by it and do the best we 
can Those in authority are afparently very sorry that it o curred but the 
damage is done and it cannot be undone Sut let me say to you that when 
you come to Chicago where we are all live wires we will show you what 
a reil eity can do (Appliuse and cheering ) 

Is there anything else to come before us this morning that anyone lan 
tbink off If not 1 motion to adjourn will be in order Before adjournmg 
I want to say (o you that I tbank you for om ng so many miles to attend 
tbis lonvent on and I hope that you hare enjoyed yoursehes If yuu have 
ennoyed youreeKes as much eomparatnelj as I had worked hard and as 
ba 11} as I feel this morning you must feel fine (Laughter ) 

I want to also say to you that there is a ]:hotographer outside the d(ur 
there wbo is going to tike a pi ture of the entire grtup and if you will 
all assemble on tie steps ontside we can hate a \eij nice group picture 
taken and it will appear in the booklet Of course tbe photographer will 
have to get some orders for the pictures or he will not agree to m^e them 
I for one will gi\e my order ngbt awaj and I am sure tbat a good many of 
you will want one I w II speak to h m about the (r te outside and I will 
hate one of the ofiicers show you the different si?ei pictures 
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MB. IIIBAJir WEBTZ: T move, Mrs. President, that «e adjourn to 

meet in Chicago daring the first ireek of October, 1913, anil in doing so I 
hope there is aome lady in the audience who can lead in that favorite hymn 
of mine, "God Be With You Until We Meet Again." 

Motion seconded by Mrs. Bell, of Chicago. 

THE PRESIDENT: It is moved and seconded that the meeting adjourn 
to meet in Chicago during the first week in October, 1913, 

Motion unanimotialy carried. 

THE PEESIDENT: If you will all please stand I will start the hymn for 
you, and all of you join in. 

The assemblage, led by- Mrs. Snyder, here sang the hymn, "God Be With 
You Until We Meet Again," at the eonelusicn of which Mr. Hiram E. 
Wertz closed the meeting by prayer. 
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THE OLD CHURCH AT AMSTERDAM. 

Built in the beginning of I4th Century. 

It is supported by 42 pillars, its lengrth is 90 Meters and its 
breadth 65 Meters {Meter=3 ft. 3^ in.). 

On. entering the church through the sexton's house, one 
finds on the right two windows, representing the coat of 
arms of the Burgomasters since 1578 till 1767, one on the 
right of the choir and one on the left. 

The next window represents Philips 4th, King of Spain, 
declaring the 7 United Provinces free and independent at the 
peace of Munster in 1648, as told by the inscription. 

Window representing the Death of the Virgin. 

The adjoining window represents the Birth of Jesus. 

The next window represents the annunciation by the Arch- 
Angel Gabriel to Mary, and Mary visiting Elisabeth. 

Below is a Portrait of Sir Jan Claaszoon van Hoppen, 
(Burgomaster of Amsterdam from 1549 — 1573) who pre- 
sented this window. These three windows were painted by 
Digman in 1555. 

On a pillar opposite, is a monument in memory of Jacob 
van Heemskerck, the arctic explorer, wintering at Nova- 
Zembla; he was killed in a naval engagement at Gibraltar in 
1607. 

On the right : a small old organ. 

The screen of the choir is very interesting, made of solid 
brass. 

The pulpitsrail of Brass. 

Monument to Admiral Van der Zaan, who was killed in 
1669. 

Immediately to the left is a tablet to N. S. van Winter and 
his wife L. W. van Merken. both poets f 1795. 

^ On the floor below lies a flat tombstone of Paul Wirtz, 
General in Chief, who died in 1676 at Hamburg. 

The organ was built in 1720. The lower part is of real 
marble. 

The chapel, (formerly containing the baptismal-font) be- 
came in 1648 a burying place for the families De Graeff van 
Polsbroek and Hooft. 

Monument to Admiral Isaac Sweets, who was killed in 
1673. 

Tombstone of Vice-Admiral Gilles Schey. 

Monument to Admiral Abraham van der Hulst, who was 
killed in a naval engagement with the English in 1666, lasting 
four days. 

Monument to Admiral Cornells Jansz, surnamed "De Haan" 
(the Cock) who was killed in 1633. 

The adjoining Choir is nowadays used for weddings. 
Admission-fee 25 Cents. 
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FLAT TOMBSTCIXK Ol' HEXl, TAri. WiltTZ, 1678. IX TlIK OI.I> CIiriUK 
AT AMSTflKUAM. IIOI.LAXD. MR. WM. »?:itBUUCK, AXD lllS TATIIEU, 
WERTZ UE8CEXUANTS. LIVIXG IX AMSTERDAM; MR. WILLIAM J. 
SXYDER, SKCY.-TKEAS. WKIITZ l-'AMII.Y ASSOCIATION, IN THE 
CENTER. 
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LEGAL FACTS, 
(Dr. Von Velaen's Brief.) 

On Marcl) 21 or 23, 1676, there died in Hamburg Field-Matshal Paul 
"Wurz, Baron of Ornholm. He was born September 28, 1612, in Husum. 
He served in tlie Imperial, Swedish and Dutch service during his lifetime. 
In 1673 he retired to Hamburg to private life. Ah Paul Wurz was unmar- 
ried at the time of his death, and his own brothers had died before him, 
his half-brothers and half-siatere and branches were his would-be heirs. 

On December 28, 1672, he willed in a testament drawn up at Goreum, Hol- 
land, his "movable goods and 12,000 gulden to his housekeeper, Johannu 
von der Planken and her daughter Bertha. (See Bxhlbit I.) 

Exhibit I, the document above referred to, is In the words and figures as 
follows, to wit: 

EXHIBIT I. 

BE IT KNOWN TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, that I have to make 
a tiasty trip in the service ol the State, and as I cannot know what our 
Lord has destined for my person and my Lite. I therefore with perfect 
rleht and of mv own free will. beinR sound of body and mind, beiiueath 
1 der Planken and her 






ally can they be taken 
ought to be. in the hai 
r that he may h"~ " " '" 



— — „ -- -,-estloned. I — -_ _. , 

perfect, and it shall stand tor granted that a Testamentum Mllitare. 
Mucupatlon Legatum. Donatls Mortis Causa, or by which name it best 
should be known, is correct Just as if ail requirements, some of which I 
may not know, and far which the law of the land may ask, had been 

If t should have made some other disposition before this one. H shall 



but meanwhile it shall s __ 

it in another way. And It sball be expressly understood that Johanna 
von der Planken shall not open this misaive in which I have put down 
my disposition in my own handwriting and affixed i — 
which I, myself, addressed; she shall r-* ■"- ""'- — ' ' 
she wants to gain anything at all by It. 

Datum, Goreum. Dec. ZS, 16TZ. 

{The address reads as follows:) 

Johanna von der Planken shall not be allowed to open [his little letter 
while 1 am living: but after my death she may do so. It ever during 
my lifetime I should ask for its return, she is under [he obligation to 
give It back. 

(SEAL) 

(Notarial acknowledgment in I^tln.) 

1677, 27, In Hamburg 4, 
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Soon after Paul Werz' (loath tlie housekeeper, Joiianna von der Planken, 
produced a testament acknowledged by a notary public, in wbieh, with 
acknowledgment of the testament of 1673, she was constituted his "ex- 
clusive heir," charged with quite a few legacies. (See Exhibit II.) 

The document above referred to as Exhibit II is In the words and figures 
as follows, to nit: 

EXHIBIT 2. 

IN THE NAME OF OUR LOHD. AMEN. 

Since my serious Illness is Increasing I am reminded of my mortality; 
I presume the hour Is near when God taketh my soul away from Its 
body: now then 1, Paul Wurti, Baron of Omholtn, resolve to make my 
last will and testament in writing, and I do it herewith in the following 

After my death my lifeless body shall be burted with Christian cere- 
monies In the Church of St. Michaells, situated In Mambuis, and It shall 
rest there untlt that great day on which God designated to reunite body 
and soul. 

And noB 

thousand Reli _ _. _ . ... __ _.. __ 

bravery, faithtulnesB and honesty shown to me on many occasions. 

To Ambassador Emanual Teixer- " "- — "- ^ «-.-..-.,- 

And I also bequeath to my agent 
Belchs'ti«)pr 

To n 

To n 
sand Iteicnstnaier. 

And I also bequeath to my cook. Nicola Cao, one thousand Releh- 
sthaler. 

five person., ,. ..^, — . 

To Mr. Bartholomes Zunten. Secretary ol the Elector 
bequeath one thousand Relohsthaler, which I had loaned 

To the Hamburg Canonry 1 give a Portugloser Instead o 
It. I also bequeath to the Foorhouses of this city, Including 
one thousand ttelchs thaler. 

I wrote a deed of gift to my governess. Jvhann von der Planken. 
about three years ago, which I handed to her In a sealed envelope with 
the address written on. I not only confirm and sanction Its contents 
now, but I declare, proclaim and constitute her my sole belr to such an 
extent, that she shall have everything I possess, everything that Is 
mine or may t>e called mine, to do wUh It Just as she pleases, as II 
they were her own earned possessions, as they are mine now. But 
first she must pay all Iny debts, and what is spent for ray burial, and 
also the legacies. And I declare, in view of my dying itour, that I did 
~ inherit anyttilnc from my parent" 
... -_„.... ■ ._. . „i(j^ ^g p 

Major" Saurbrey, Ambassador T^ixera, and the agent Hennlngsen. and 



And finally I appoint herewith as executors of this, my t 
"-- 'forei " ' " 



Testament, the afoementloned gentlemen. 

jj^j . . .... ._.,!-_. __ 

requirements followed. At uie 
This, then. 



...„ .„, i wltii my own hand i 

[ have asked the aforementioned witnesses 
'"i their signatures and seats. 



sign this In the name of His Excellency Field Marshall 

^- - ■ .... .- -andwrltlng but the 

JOACMIM BIEL. 



e and afterwards 



iburg on March 21, 

-■-Is In the name o ..-, 

LSked me to do. It is my handwrltlni 

JOACMIM 

publicly testified 

this with 

. . do now sign this with mv 1 ' 

lurg, March 2], 



/n signatures and seals. 1 do now sign this with my hand and 



[■ BENTHE. (SEAL) 
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H«ns. MeyhauBB aa witneaa. (SEAL) 
Jonaa WolB aa witneBs. (SEAL) 

I. Peter Floer, attest this which Glrdt and several others have slBned 
with my hand and seal, and I testify His Excellency Field Marahall 



Hanns. Sohns. (SEAL) 



_ _ _ __ _ _ t HIh Excellency 

aron and Field Marshall Paul Wuraen, while on his sickbed, told 
"'"'i words to the honorable, reafiectable and highly esteemed 



ol His Excellency, because he could not do it himseU □ 
nt oi Dodllv Illness) contained hla last Will and Teatament, anu 
[ked the aforementioned gentlemen and frienda and also myself 
:est this with our own hands and seals. After the moat eateemed 
'men, Andreas Gevere and Stelfln EInbeckh. had IdentiHed all of the 
i. they attested with their own signatures and seals In my pres- 
ence, and this was done ans actlonls conlesta In Hamburg In the testa- 
tor's residence in the room situated towarda the "ITnteraten Gassen- 
werts," on Tuesday, the il day of the month of March, between alx and 
seven o'clock In the evening:, anno Chrlsll sixteen hundred and seventy- 
six. DIETRICH MOLLEB, 

Notary Public, In Hamburg. 

After tbe seven witnesses bad achnowletlsed tlieir signatures and seals, 
tbe testameitt was opened and confirmed. Tbe latter part of tbe year 1676, 
or at the beginning of 1677, the President of the (^ancerj- Court received 
through a cert^n person notice of tbe Wurts Inheritance of over 100,000 
reichathaler in money and "jubein" (probable jewelry), and at the same 
time it was alleged that a forged testament had been produced. 

Through an Imperial decree o£ January 28, 1677, Count Windisehgratz, 
tbe Amtessador of Bremen was commissioned to investigate this case, and 
if it was found to be as alleged to tonfisiate the inheritance. (See Acts of 
Vienna 39, Ihplomatic Correspondence in reference to the Paul Wurtz 
Inheritance.) 

On February 13 and 2t IG"? IS indisthgratz reported, among other 
things, that the fir^t Major Schulz and the Imperial Counsellor von Hondeck 
had been bribed by Jolianna von der Planken so there should be no "delatio 
wet inquisitio' (no contesting of tlie testament). Von Bondeck had re- 
ceived 1,CK)0 reichsthaler 

It is very impirtant to know that the bnberv of von Sondei^k can be 
proven by documentary evidence The Archives of the City of Amsterdani 
contain an "Original Act (document) of May 4, 1676, in which von 
Hondeck receipts for 3,000 reichsthaler in order to uphold the testament. 
(See Exhibit 3.) 

The document referred to as Exhibit 3 is in the words and figures as fol 
Ion-8, to-wit; 

EXHIBIT a. 
(SEAL) Amsterdam. 10th August. 1909, 

Parish Archives. Amsterdam. 
Mr, Hans. Escher. 

Commissary of Police, retired. Essen. 
Dear Sir— At the request of the Director of tbe Archives at Amster- 
dam, 1 have the honor to hand you annexed against C, O. D. the 
demanded copy regarding P. Wurtz Inheritance. 

According to the ordinations of this Country, there has to be paid tor 
fees and postage the amount of 6.26 florins in Dutch currency. 
Yours respectfully, 

(Signed) N. W. J. COORBNGEL. 
50 
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of the deeeaaed Field Marshal Mr. Paul \ ,_, — 

mlealng for many years, but which were later on, at the death of Mr. 
Borlel, Attorney General, (ormer Secretary ot this Chamber, found 
amongst his papers and taken to the "Orphan Chambers." where they 
were put Into drawer 365. 

No. 1. Original Will of Field Marshal Wurtz made privately In Ham- 
burg on March 21st. 1676, In the presence of T witnesses and signed on 
the same day by Dleterloh Moller, Notary at that place. The Will is 
made In the High-German language, but there Is also a simple transla- 
tion into Dutch attached to it. 

No. 2. Original Deed of Indemnification from Hans. Dietrich von 
Bondeck, son of George Dietrich von Rondeck, Imperial Resident, made 
the 4th of May. 1671, privately at Hambui^, In favor of Johanna von der 
Planken, the only instituted heiress to Paul Wurtz. for sustaining his 
will, for which she paid to him the sum of rlx-doUars 3,000. 

No. S. Original Will of Johanna von der Planken. made on January 
29th, 1679 — old style— before Simon Floris, Notary at Hamburg, and seven 

No. 4. Original Deed at Agreement In C 
of 'Bertha (natural daughter to the dec — 

other hand, signed Hamburg. March 7th. 1679. to which Is annexed a 
certified translation into Dutch by Simon Floris, Notary at Hamburg, 
dated March 11th. 1679. 

No. 5, Original inventory of some furniture and household goods found 
In the house of the defunct Wurtz, taken before Simon Floris, Notary 
ot TlBmhiiro- o>,^ witnesses, March 29th, 1679. 

.■entory of the goods which came from Hamburg and 

— 1 T.._i. _. .u. — 1 — „„.j „jiich had belonged 

1 Wljmer, Notary in 
cniB [uwn, and witnesses. June 2:2nd, 1679. 
No. 7. PrtvB- ■ . ._ .. -.. .... .- — ^ 



J of the Orphan- Chamlwr. 

No. S. As above of what was found In two trunks brough 
Hamburg by Abraham von Utenbrook, in the same Chambe 
aforegoing, date: August 2gth, 1679. 

No. 9. <See Nos. 20 and 21.) Certified translation of the sen 
by the Councij^ atHamburg, dated_ Scepter 

.._._ .""".''!'„'"'!.' _ 1 left by 

Johanna von der Planken, having been the only eslablished heiress to P. 
Wurtz, signed by Albertus van der VIoot, Qabriei Floris and Philips van 
■ Eyck, as guardians of Bertha Wurtz. the minor left behind, daughter and 
heiress of Johanna von der Planken. 

No. 11, Mandamus of Arrest by the Court of Holland, dated January 
IBth. IBgl, deciding against the Orphan -Masters of Amsterdam, 

n ...•1 — .,„„._j g[ certain private Deeds of Agreement 

1 grandmother to Bertha Wurtz on the 

ing to law to the Wurtz inheritance on 

..._ other hand, signed at Hamburg 20-30 Setember, 16S1, and attested 
by P. de Wit, Notary at this place, dated 23nd May, 1688. 

No, 13, Mandamus of arrest by the Court of Holland, dated September 
16th, 1882, with the clause of a Summons disposing against Allda 
Hooque. widow ot Adrian van der Planken. 

No. 14, Translation of a certified Power of Attorney from the Curators 
for the heirs to P. Wurtz living at Husum, to Claaa Kemp, domlcilated 
at Hamburg, made February ISth. 1688, and on the 6th day of May, 
1688, authentically translated by P, de Wit, Notary at this place. 

No. 15. A further power of Attorney from the st ----.- - 

dated August, 1691, and authentically translated by Di 
at this place. 

No. 16. Mandamus of Arrest by the Council 

-'"■ -■■- -' of Summor 

Cathalvn Convn. 

No. 17. __ . .... 

agreement between Claas Kepme and Philips van Eyck, concluded May 
14th, new style, in Amsterdam, signed by Ludwig Albert Junker, May 
7th, 1688. and translated January 30th, 1693, by the Notary. Dr. Servaaa, 

No, 18. Same as above, ratification of the same a«reei"pn* hv 
Dorothea Knuth at Hamburg, signed ISIh of October, 1688, a 
lated by the notary, Servaas, on January SDth. 1692. 

No. 19. Authenticated copy of the Deed of Agreement and c 
regarding the division of the inheritance of P. Wurtz, made Octi 
'"'"' *— ' — e the notary. Jacobus von Ulenbroch, and witnesses, 

sentence of the High Court 
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of Justice at Vienna In the case of appeal oi the Wurtz heirs, pro- 
nounced July 27th, 18»1, eonflrmatlon ot the sentence of the Court of 
Hamburg;, dated September 2<i. 1697, which has been mentioned liereto- 
[ore. Sub. 9. as containing the original In the HlKh-Oerman language 
enclosed In It. 

No. 21. Original appointment (Deed) upon the request of William von 
Ey<!k for which he went to law, 17 x br. (December 17), 1691, by which 
hia request, to have the matter revised, was refused. 

No. 22. Authenticated copy of a missive of Interposition from the 
Emperor Leopoldus to His Worship regarding the Wurtz Inheritance, 
written September 19th. 1691, In the Latin language. 



date, also written In the L-atln language. 
"'" "' " '"" " ' " lutlientlca 






No, 2i. Translation of an autlientlcated power of i 
guardians of the minor children of Werner Johan Uffelnian lu i,ii..bl 
Hendrlck Postch, in order to demand their position In the inheritance 
the Wurtz succesaion, made October 2Sth, 1691. before the mayors a 
the Council of the town of Hamburg, and translated by Dr. Serva 
notary ot this place, January 15th. 1692. 

No. 25, Translation ot an authenticated missive from the Burgomas 
and the Council of the town of Husum to the gentlemen, inspectors e 

ErlncipalB of the Orphan -Cham tier at Amsterdam, written October 3 
!91, old style, and authentically translated by Dr. Servaas, notary at t 
place, on 12th of January, 1692. 

No. :16, Copy ot authenticated Deed of Surrender 
Wurtz Inheritance through Philips Van Eyck, who 
van der Planken. sister and successive helroaB ti 
Planken. who was the Instituted heln 

made January 30th. 1692, before the not-.^. . 

witnesses, containing likewise receipt in behalf of the Orphan -Principals 
. with regard to the whole of the Wurtz Inheritance, and approbation ot 
the account of Abraham van Ulenbrock, the adminlstralor. 

No. 27. Distribution of florins Sa,022^]0 which had been kept In the 
Orphan -Chamber In conformity with the last mentioned Deed on Feb- 
ruary 7th. 1692, signed In his own handwriting by Abraham van Ulen- 

■ :morandum concerning the case Field Marshal 

_.. _ the Orphan-Principals to the mavor. 

No. 80. Some old expired Deeds of Arrest 

insinuations, etc., which are no longer of l ..„ 

The hereafter mentioned Deeds and numbers deserve special notice: 
Nos. 9, 20, 21, 26 and 27, 
As per estraet from the Thirty-fourth Begister of the Orphan Court of 
the Cit; of Amsterdam, folio 318, von Bondeek received also ou May 4, 
1676, a loan of 107,500 florioB. {See Eihibit i.) 

The document referred to as Exhibit 4 is in the words and figures as fol- 
lows, to wit; 

EXHIBIT *. 
No. 2. 

Extract from the 3Jth Register of the Orphan-Court of the City of 
Amsterdam, folio 31S. 

Albertus von der I'lart, Gabriel Floris, residing at Hamburg, together 
with Phllipp van Eyck. being legal guardians of Bertha, the eight-year- 
old daughter of Johanna von der Planken, produced on November 23, 
1679, an inventory of Paulus Wurtz. etc., which was attested to by 
Arrlori Floris, Notary Public, in Hamburg, on January 29, 1679. 

First: There were a few pieces of furniture, the Inventory of which 
was made In Hamburg on March 29 of the same year by the above named 
notary; this Inventory and the testament of Johanna von der Fiunkeu, 
translated from the High-German into Dutch on March 11, 1679, by the 
same notary, were put together In the drawer. 

Second: Twenty-eight chests and trunks having been brought over 
from Hamburg, of which Samuel Wagner ot tha same place, with a few 
witnesses, made a specified list on June 22nd, 1679, and which was also 
put In the drawer. 

Third: A 4, 000 -florin bond issued by Otto Wilhelm von Berl, of 
Coin, on the 8th of March, 1664, and on which trands some Interest was 
In arrears 4,000 Fl. 

Fourth: A note for l.BOO florin given by Major Saurbrey, which also 
had Interest in arrears: Major Saurbrey makes some claim against the 
note 1.600 Fl, 

Fifth: A note for 1,600 florin dated June 1. 1667, and given by Egldlus 
Hernning at Hamburg, with interest in arrears 1.500 Fl. 

Sixth: A bond of 40.000 florin issued by the Holsteln Government and 
dated at Goldorf. in the year 1633; interest on this bond at>out four years 
in arrears 10,000 Fl. 

Seventh: An order for the benefit of the Holland-States, which, accord- 
ing to the statement of aforesaid Johanna von der Planken, reached 
during her lifetime the sum of 33,000 florin, and which waa put in a safe 
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chest and taken Into custody by the owners of this cheat 32.000 Fl. 

Eighth: A detailed account and guarantee for IT, 000 florin for the 
benefit of the heirs of Helnrlch Matthias 17,000 Fl. 

Ninth: A note for one hundred and seven thousand Ave hundred gulden 
In the name of the Imperial Ambassador Rondeck at Hamburg, dated 
April 26, IflBS, Tills note had been passed at Hamburg, May 4, 1676, 
through Johann Hasselen: some of the Interest was In arrears. There 
were some claims against It which were made by the Honorable Borse 
von Wavern and Ellas West Mecest 107,500 Gd. 

Tenth: A sum of 10,167 florin in the name of Mr. Severa, Imperial 
Ambassador at Hamburg 10,167 Fl. 

Eleventh : Several buildings in Lubcck, encumbered with a lew 
privileges not known to the Guardians, but which are defined In written 
missives, which are in the safety vaults and In custody of the otRclals 
of the Orphan-Court. 

Twelfth; Seventeen chests, trunks and boxes in custody of the officials 
of the Orphan-Court, the Inventory of which has been taken In Amster- 

-• n July 1. 1679. and has l«en put away In the drawer. This Inventory 

-- •.- (i,g g(|i register), besides other things, different memorandas 
niiu cAimunJInary matters of the Orphan-Court. 

Thirteenth: Two chests and trunks brought over from Hamburg a 
short time ago and now In keeping of the Orphan Court, of which an 
Inventory was made August 2. 1679, and which was laid away in the 
drawer and was registered with different memoranda and other extraor- 
dinary matters of the Orphan-Court In the 8th register, folio 3. 

Fourteenth: Three bonds In the name of the 'n'eaBurer of this city, 
amounting to 10,000 florins 10,000 Fl. 

Fifteenth: A sum of money found In Hamburg amounting to.. 48.300 Fl. 

Sixteenth: A note to the credit of Gerrltt Benten, In Hainburg, amount- 
ing with the Interests to 5,100 florins 5.400 Fl. 

Seventeenth: A bond of the Sexera, which at the settlement amounted 
with Interest to the sum of one hundred twenty-sli thousand and -six 
hundred and sixty-six gulden and twelve stubers 126,666.12 

Eighteenth: An old carriage and other things In Hamburg sold for 86 
florins 8 stuber 86.8 

Nineteenth: The aforesaid Albertus vod der Vloot, Gabriel Florls 
and Phiilpps van Eyek also produced. 

Twentieth: The original deed of donation written In High-German 
by the said Field Marshal at Gorcum on Feb. 28, 16TZ, In favor of the 
aforesaid Johann von der Planken and her daughter, which was laid 
away In the drawer, and also the testament of the Mr. Wurti, which 
testament was drawn up at Hamburg May 21, 1678, by Johonn Biel, in 
presence of the Notary Dletrioh MuUer and true witnesses, and these 
documents were laid in the drawer In presence of Abraham Uhlenbrock 
and H. Corver and Upplmann. 

Twenty-flrst: On April 22, 1681, Abraham von Uhlenbroch declared, 
the aforesaid Johanna von der Planken. while living, had claimed, the 
sum owed by the Holland states, amounted to 32,032 florin and 8 stuber, 
but after ft thorough Investigation It Was found to amount to only 
21,000 florin S stuber, 10 Pf 2I.O0O Fl. 6 S. 10 

Twenty -second: The aforesaid Uhlenbrock found different notes for 
which parts of the above given sums had been used. 
1 Note for 5.060 gulden on land owned by the city, dated February 1. 

1680, but with '-open name" B,0O0 Gd. 

Twenty-third: Another note of 6,000 gulden (Like above). . .5,000 Gd. 

Twenty -fourth: Another note for 5,000 gulden (Same as above) 
6,*00 Gd. 

Twenty-fifth: Another note for 4,637 gulden 5 stuber <8ame as 
above) 4,637 Gd. 5 St. 

(All four are laid away in the drawer.) 

(Total 384.652 gulden.) 

In another Inventory produced by Fhlllpp van Eyck April 12. 1696, 
there are more and better amounts, than the ones apeelfled herein and 
the two sums alone amount to 114.162 gulden. 

Mr. Middelmann copied this Inventory and It was then presented. 

The entire total being 646,439 gulden, 10 St. 10 Pf. 

The proof of the bribery of Mayor Sehultz tannot he proved in the acts. 
Tbe sworn witness Umstoctt relates that during th« night some large books 
were conveyed to tlie house of Mayor Schulz, and at the same time there 
was brought front General Wurtz' house to the house of .^gidius HeuDinga 
a chest with money, which the housekeeper Johanna von der Plwiken, 
sJwrtly before her trip to Holland, had brought to Mayor Schulz' house. 
(Eeport of 1679, Vienna Acta 36, No. 79.) 

In a legal report of a Hamburg attorney -at -law of May 9, 1677, it is 
stated Johanna von der Planken, with the help of von Eondeck, and by tbe 
adviee of Johann Schulz, mayor of the same place, had assumed the inheri- 
tance ns " curat oris. " (Vienna Acta 39, Diplomatic Correspondence No. 1, 
Item G.) 
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It is also to be noted tbat the Hamburg court held back as long as pasgi- 
ble from the adverse party to JoliBiina von der Planken, and also to tbe 
Imperial counsellor, the stHtements of the witnesses about tbe geuuinenesB 
of the Wurtz testament. (Record of 1679, Vienna Acta 36, No. 79, Item C) 
(Vienna Acts 37, No. 85; 36, No. 62; 37, Ko. 177, No. 187 and No. 227.) 

By the direction of Count Windischgratz the inheritance was conflscated 
on March 29, 1677 (including a sum of 30,UOO reichsthaler deposited with 
Ambassador Teiiera) ; the Notary Public, Johanna von der Planken, and 
also the steward of Field Marshal Wurtz, Sieyert Kerk (who had been 
remembered with a legacy), were arrested, and all persons present at the 
drawing up of the testament had to testify under oath. (Statement* Vienna 
Acts 38, 37, No. 121; 37Vj, No. 2^5. Item K. K. Bl, 442 pp., Beport of 
1679.) 

It is establislied that at the drawing up of the testament that there 
were present besides the Notary Public Moller, the Swedish resident banker, 
Emanuel Teiiera, Major Peter Saurbrey, Merchant Egidio Henning, Steward 
Kerk, Valet Walter and Johanna von der Planken. All of these persons 
are remembered in the testament. According to tbe foregoing extract of 
the register (Exhibit 4), Teixera owed Wurtz 1,015 florin, and 126,666 florin, 
12 stuber; ^urbrey owed Wurtz 1,-500 Aorin and Henning owed 1,500 florin. 
It certainly is a strange coincidence that Wurti' debtors should be present 
at the dranin;; n|> of his testament. Just before the finishing touch of 
the drawing up of the will some neighbors were called in to officiate as 
witnesses. These witnesses do not know anything about the drawing up of 
the testament. The majority of them only hea^ tbe field marshal cough, 
not speak, and only one claims that upon being questioned bj- the notary 
public whether this was his testament that he (WurtE) answered "Yea." 

One of the witnesses declares also that he was called in first after all tbe 
others had signed their names. The witnesses who were interested in tbe 
testament, especially Teixera, declare the general bad been fully rational, 
had himself given the contents of the testament to the notary public, and 
the testament bad been afterwards read to him and he had confirmed it. 

There were also three servants called to testify and they said tbe general 
had not been master of bis senses when the testament was drawn up; be bad 
spoken but very inarticulately. Two witnesses called in had refuf^ their 
signatures because the dying man was unable to decide anything. Shortly 
before the testament was drawn up the dying man had not recognized a 
friend who visited him. 

Now it is proven beyond doubt by the statements of tlie witnesses, and 
especially by that given under oath by Johann Biel, that the witnesses were 
not present at the time tbe general should have a^ed Johann Biel to sign 
the testament for him, and that the signature of Biehl was not written in 
the presence of tbe witnesses. (See Exhibit 5.) 

The document above referred to as Exhibit 5 is in the words and figures 
as follows, to wit; 
'■Exhibit B." 

COPY OF VIENNA ACTS, 38 II, Bl, 651, 

e drawlng-up o( the last 



I 2. Being asked whether he was present at the drawlng-op 

of the last will and testament ol General Wurtz. 

Witness declares he was present when the witnesses signed the teeta- 
t help draw up the same; Aegldlus Mennlngs had 



eviouBly asked him to kindly e 
d to sign in the General's name 
i<]y to make, and which the Gene 



I A^ldlus Hennlngs then stepped 
General Wurtc that the man was 
t In his name: to this the General 
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asked the General himaett whether It i 

Question 3 Did eierythlng _ _. _.._ 

answer happen In the presence ol the nitneiaes who attested t 

Question 4 And who was present' 

The gentlemen Telxera Aegldlus Hennings and Telxera Junlut he 
could not remember whether Major Sourbrey was present or not 

Question 5 By whom was the witness asked to come Into the hou<i( 
of General Wurti' 

The witness replied that Gerdt s people had asked him on the streel 
on his nay to work they had done it in the name of Hennlngs 

Question 6 Did the witness know General Wurtz ao that he wai surt 
it was the General who sat up in bed' 

The witness had seen him often in a carriage so he recognized him 
when in bed 

(Suestion - Did General Wurti tell him that he »aa ready to make a 

The witness answered In the negative 

Question S Did General Wurtz ask him to sign' 

The witness refers to answer two 

Question 9 Who handed him the witness the testament for th« 
signing' 

Witness states he receKed the testament from the hand of Uenera] 
Wurtz 

Question 10 Who told the witness that the misslie he had signed 
was really the testament and will of General Wurlz' 

Witness took it to be the testament from the fact that It wis Ui 
Inr on the Generals bedcover and that the General handed it to him 

Queston 11 Does the witness knoa whether General Wurtz was of 
sound mind ind senses at the time this all took place' 

Witness answers Yes as much as he saw After the testament 

was signed the General said twice to the woman sitting near his bed 

Helena or Hanna (he forgets ""' — " '-■-■- - " -- ■- 

'■— '— "ind the General said 
:oa late Aftei the w. 

t before the General c. . _ ._ _ 

saio lo the woman sitting near the beH she should write ner name on 
it so that afterwards ro one could rldl<^uie her then he put It in an 
envelope and scale 1 It and the woman wrote her name on It and 

n the Court House April 7 IBT" 

Hleronlmus Peterss Clerk 
We the Mayor and Counsellor of the Clti of Hamburg make it 
known and testltj that the aforementioned testimony has been given to 
US In witness whereof we attach the printed seal of our clt\ 
(Seal > 

Latin translation Bj a speUal commission of the notable 'Senate of 
Hamburg Peter von Kamp the prothonotary signs this document 

Bt the direttiOD of Johanna von der Planken, ivho had meanwlule beeit 
released, ind set free the Hamburg courtn sent an issue to all who thought 
they had a ilaim on the mhentanee (August 22, 1677) to be present it the 
hearing of the witnesses, this hearing having been deminded by Johanna 
von der Planken (fieport 1(170 ) 

Many who thought themselves heirs came fornard Ingeborg Buach, wife 
of Kirutz of HelsiDgor (Denmark), and Herhge Teets, wife of Jansen of 
Amsteidam, and also the Imperial Attorney-General and the Hamburg 
Attorney-General took part in this law suit. 

November 6, 1678, the court concluded to turn over the inheritance to 
Johanna von der Planken and in the meantime to allow ber a yearly sum 
of 500 reiehsthalers for maintenance. 

At the beginning of the year 1679 Johanna von der Planken died ; her 
testament is in the archives of Amsterdam. (See Exhibit 3.) The guardian 
of her daughter Bertha agreed on March 7, 1679, with the wife of Kirutz, 
that she surrender all lier elaiins to Bertha for the payment of 15,000 
reiehsthalers and one-half of a Holstein bond for 16,000 reiehsthalers. 
(Vienna Acts 37, No. 164 B, Original Act in Amsterdam.) 

September 20, 1679, the Hamburg court decided "that Johann Kirutz. 
who in a brief of June 2, 1679, had proven thai his wife, Ingeborg Buscli, 
had a claim on the Field Marshal Wurtz' inheritance, in preference to the 
claims of Teets, Katharina Lobetantzen and others, had done enougli, and 
these others should be rejected in contumacium (because the other one had 
a better right), and it should be aeknowlerlged herewith that they should be 
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rejected and the agreement betneen the Planken guard ans and Johanu 
Kirutz sho Id stand (V enni 4cts 3 Spec al Volun e ) There are also 
rea as merit oned nh h pro e that the que>it on about the legal ty of the 
W urtz testament a at 11 unsettled, 

Tb s J dgment wai nfirmed by the Imper al CouiiBellor July 1691 

In the Appellate Court the matter n reference to the Wurtz olertance 
ita da as as consented to reuunt ut o 1 1 s by Margareth Le tz n Kathenue 
LobetlnE and tngelbert He nn hs on ^o en ber 4 1683 and an for Te«tH 
W Jhelm von Eyot and Dorothea Kn tz t s acknowledged tl it the ]udg 
ment passed bv a former julge on September 26 16 9 s appro ed that t 
nan nron^ to appeal t and the julgmeot should be conlinned a quo in 
e erv deta 1 therefore Teets Vt Ihclm on E k cum eondemnat one m 
eipersiB n us natant sb n oderat one j 1 al aalva and also Dorothea 
Knuta should be absolutely ref sed the expense caused bj th 3 inter ention 
of cou se n st be pa d 

The asked tor re is on was rejected 

Creat changes had n eanwh le taken {laue w th the n her tine e The 

ty of Han burg had n the beg nn ng f Apr I 16 seen to t that all and 

everyth ng wh ch had been confiscate by tl e Imper al Court was released 

and brou^t to tl e houae of Ma>or Meurer (\ enna A ts 39 D piomat c 

Correspondence 1 Item B ) 

The Dutch res lent Knysten had alao energet ally protesteil aga nat the 
n pr soument of Johanna von der PItnken an 1 haO aused her to be aet 
free It s evident that bj hia d rect on the Oeneral States took part n 
th a matter bv d re t request mide by tl e c ty of Amsterdam < Docun eut 
of tl e Imperial Attorney on Krampn h September 1 16 8 ) 

Tohan a von ler Planken had asked her fr ends ge tiemen of An ster lam 
to act on her behalf and to protect her etc fiesolnt one were made of the 
(ieneral States of August 10 16 8 and the mayor and offic als of tl e e ty 
of Amsterdam norkel on her behalf and nterceded for her freq ently 
(VennaAta36 No 8 Bl 360 ^o 11 Bl 55) 

Threaten ng Hamb rg w th rej r aals the deman led on August 10 1678 
the hand ng o er of the Wurtz nie tan e to T hanni on der Planken 
\s has been stated before th s as done on ^o ember 6 lb 8 as the 
1 rote t on of the Emperor was ponerless But th % mas not all the hin 1 
ng er of the mher tance to Holland ha 1 been de nanded September "4 
16 8 The ad erse demonstrat ns of Mi or Vleurer and of Hennscken a 
Hamlurg gentleman res d ng n The Hagie ere of no a a I (^o ember 
'"'''"'" ... ■■ " 1 tier statement? and affila ts that 

al po ts 

The n ayor and counsellors co 1 1 not lo otherw se tl an to se ze some of 
the nl er tance (n ore f wh ch had ome to light) and confi cate some ot it 
(Report of 1681 V enna Acts 36 No <i Item C ) 

New and final reprisals were threatened on April 28, 16i0. Finally the 
city of Hamburg agreed to turn over the inheritance to the city of Amster- 
dam. The confiscated goods were transferred in twenty-eight trunks. Among 
the court documents there ia a legally acknowledged inventory, which was 
made June 11 and 12 1679, in Amsterdam. (Vienna Acts 41, No. 53. Bl. 
104.) 

In the archives of the ;,ity of Amsterdam there is a second inventory of 
June 22, 1679. (See Exhibit 3 ) From a communication from the Ham- 
burg archives (Vienna Acta 41 No. 53, Bl. 102), which is in accordance 
with the declaration of the Exchange of Amsterdam of August 22, 1679, 
it is to be seen that the artules, with the exception of very valuable 
tapestries, were sold for 9 737 florins and 3 stubers. (See Exhibit 6.) 

3 Exhibit 6 is in the words and figures 
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EXHIBIT 6 

the Exchange 

_._ _ ..__, thflp the nobk . 

,-' the City oi Hamburg ana the noble . ...^„ 

Mayor and Administration Board of tiie City ot Amsterdam came to 
an agreement in regard to the Field Marshall Paul Wurta fortune en 
truateU in the aforesaid clti of Hamburg in order to guard against 
Bome intricacies and perplexities 

The agreement Is that the abo\e mentioned fortune shall be brougtit 
under seal to Amsterdam jn inventory shall then be made then it 
shall be appraised and soil on the following condition It shall be 
handed over to the Exchange to be kept in trust for those to whom it 
rightfully belongs and we stiail gl\e a. receipt to the abo^e mentioned 
Mayor and Council of the Clti of Hamburg which will sene Ihem as i 

The above mentioned Ma\or and Council sent a duly Immatrlculated 
Imperial Notary by the name of Chriatof Greie «ith his BBalstant ir. 
Amsterdam to oversee this transaction and these tw report the 

of the sealed ani well taken care of fortune of the ' 

consisting of 2S boxes trunlis and (.bests nt which i 
taken and which were then appraised 



the Exchange thev were also handed the flneit tapestries In box 

The Commissi J ners were alio handed 149 gulden 15 siuber which 
had been found In cash In 1k)x twentj eight 

The other monies shall be accounted for at the settlement bi Abraham 
VIenbrook and also the bills of exchange sent from Hamburg '»nd 
amounting to eight thousand three hundred and ninety a\e gulden 
tour atubers All this was written down in due and correct form and 
the seller handed this document to the abo\e mentioned Chrlstot Gre\e 
this document liaving been written in his and his assistant s presence 
and under their observations and which represents a real specitlcati in 

Now therefore we promise and gl\e guarantee to the aboie mentioned 
Mayjr Council and Communitv of Hambm« that e^erjlhlng of the 
Wurtz fortune sent over and the monies derived from it and In keep 
ing of the Exchange of Amsterdam shall be kept for them who In 
' — "" -" — ■- ■■— e the heat rlgl t to it and who proie this right 



? Exchange signs 



Besides thia there was neut to Amaterlam in cash the sum of ^HSO 
florina or 8 0^5 florins which wis the rest of a debt of SO 000 florin-" owed 
by Teixera and of whuh sum In 000 florins hod been transferrei to the 
wife of Kirutz 

But these are surely not all the arti ies and objects belonging to the 
Wurtz estate whuh hate been transferred to Amsterdam 4s earij as 
1678 Johanna ion der Planken was taken to task bv the attorney of the 
abintestates (heirs) for hauling awav all the valuables She answered 
to this It was no hauling awaj on the quiet as she bad the best right 
to do what she di 1 The attorney of the heirs thus establishes the fact 
without contra lietion that the plaintiff would not se retlj haul awa\ 
such \8luable things and cash— that it had to be done by the deceasel 
Wurtz lalets — as she hal a right to take them Here she admits that 
she had hauled away g<ods and cash nhub in sequestro hid nrt been 
included This part has been actepted atilissime (\ienna Acts 3S 
11 HI 169 Pg ) 

It js also noteworthy that the rep resent at n es of Hamburg wrote 
Noiember lo ISTS to the General States that only a part of the estate 
had been confiscated 

And still more is disclosed by the fact that there are two more in\en 
tones m the archives of the City of An aterdam (See F»hibit 3) Oue 
of July 17, 1679 stating that 17 cheats and trunks had been put into a 
safety vault of the Court bouse of Amsterdam unlerneath the orphan's 
VHult by the guardian of Bertha W urtz and one dated August 2o, 1679 
stating that two strong trunks had been brought ly Abraham \an 
Ulenbrock from Hamburg and hal 1 een put in the same safety -vault 
(See Exhibit ^) An extract of all these inventories has been recordel 
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in the Thirty-fourth Register of the Orphan Court of the City of 
Amsterdam. There is a copy of this with the papers for this lawsuit 
which had been compared with the originals in the year 1909. (See 
Exhibit 4.) 

According to thia extract there must have been at least 354,682 florjna 
standing out in loans. Of this sum we have to deduct the IJ<'.DOO florins 
of Teixera and 40,000 florins of the Holstein bond. (These sums and 
the 9,SS0 florins to the wife of Kirutz have been taken away, as stated 
before), bat the aforesaid 9,650 florins must be added, which makes a 
sum of 324,483 iorins in outstanding loans. That this extract was not 
complete is proven by the note at the end of the extract, which reads: 
"In other inventories given April ]2, 1695, by Phillip von Eyck, there 
are vet many more specified amounts, which in two lump sum* amount 
to 114,162 florins." 

These inventories also state that some buildings in Lubeck — there 
should have been 17 — were owned by the deceased. The proofs were 
evidently in the two trunks which Ulenbrack bad brought to Amsterdam 
(Article 11 of the extract contained in Exhibit 3). The objects of value 
which had been brought to Amsterdam were deposited at the Exchange 
there. Among the papers for this lawsuit there is a notarial acknowl- 
edged copy of a record of August 22, 1679 (see Exhibit 6) which contains 
the following remark about the obligation agreed to by the City of 
Amsterdam: "May all know, that the noble and respectable Mayors 

and wise counsellors of the City of Hamburg made the agreement 

with the noble, greatly respectable Mayor and officials of the City of 
Amsterdam that the aforesaid possessions and goods must be brought 
sealed to Amsterdam, an inventory to be taken, then said goods to be 
taxed for their value and to be soM with the understanding that this 
shall be done in Amsterdam in bebalf of those to whom it rightfully 
belongs, and should be deposited in the Exchange." 

I'rom this record is also to be seen that more sums came in question, 
for it says: "The other monies shall be accounted for by Abraham von 
Ulenbroek at the day of settlement," At the conclusion the following 
declaration is made; 

"Therefore we promise the aforesaid Mayors, Counsellors and Com- 
munity of the City of Hamburg and guarantee for the future in behalf 
of the turning over of the Wurtz properties and monies which are 
derived from those and which are deposited in the Exchange of Amster- 
dam, shall remain there for those who in future lite pendante have the 
best claim to it and to whom by right it should go by means of a 
judgment." 

In accordance with a petition made by the guardians of Bertha von 
der Planken and by an order of the States of Holland, on December 1, 
1679, the estate was brought to the Orphans' Court. This order contains 
the following clause: "The inheritance cannot be considered 'changed' 
by this transfer. It retains its original properties as it remains subject 
to the guarantee." (This record has been shown during the lawsuit 
of 1848 to 1863 in Amsterdam. The original document is now held by 
the City of Amsterdam. This knowledge was taken from a record of a 
lawyer, Taunay, in Amsterdam, German, Koln. 1853, S. 46, Pg.) 

By decree of the Orphan Court of June 30, 1079, Abraham von 
Ulenbroek was appointed guardian of Bertha and co-administrator of the 
estate. (Vienna Acts 36, No. 50, Bl. 274.) 

The archives of Amsterdam contain different inventories of the posses- 
sions of Bertha which were taken by the guardians, Albertus von der 
Fleet, Gabriel Floris and Phillip van Kyck. (See Exhibit 3.) 

Bertha died in 1080. As her heirs there appeared her grandmother, 
Alida Hoeque, widow of Adrian von der Planken (Attestee "Vienna Acts 
36, No. 7, Bl. 51S), and after her death her aunt, Maria von der 
Planken, wife of the guardian, Phillip von Eyck. 

It may be mentioned here that in 1688 a lawsuit had been entered 
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from Vienna dgainst the perjurers, nut it waa ikopped after a c 

cation from Imperial Officer von Goddeo. (Vieniaa Aets 37>/j, Nob. 268 

and 271.) 

Before tho lawsuit in Vienna was finished agreements had been made 
with all adverse parties, with the exception of the wife of Jansen nee 
Teets (these documents are partly with the Vienna records, but the 
greater part are in the archives of Amsterdam; they are quoted in a 
document of discussion before Jacob von Ulenbroek January 30, 1692), 
according to which one-third of the estate was to go to these "pre- 
tenders." As everything pertaining to Mrs. Kirutz had been settled, 
there remained, after the matter had been adjusted in Vienna, as only 
known heir, Mrs ^on Eyck nee von der Planken. 

When, after the rejecting of Herlig Teets, the sentence of imprison- 
ment was cancelled (communication to the City of Hamburg, the Court 
of Holland and the City of Amsterdam, Vienna Acts 37Vj, No. 296, 
Archives of Amsterdam, Nob, 23 and 23, Item 3), it woul<i have been 
possible to pay out the inheritance. 

The following fact is very strange: At the resquest of the attorney 
of Mrs Kirutz to ask the City of Hamburg to turn over the inheritance 
and to nullify the sentence of impri-tonment, it was ordered on September 
19, 1091, "Plant petitiae requiBtionale>< " CVienna Act-* 37'/, Nos 295 
and 296) 

\moug the acts is nothing to be found but at 
tation from Hamburg In spite of this there i 
made to the Cit^ of Amsterdam and the original document is i 
archives of Amsterdam (f-ee Exhibit 3 ) Strange influences must have 
been brought to bear, for the way this matter was handleii was so "trik 
ing that it was mentioned very conspicuously in the report of 1771 and 
the eo-report of 1775. (Vienna Acts 39.) 

In a report of January 30, 1692 (original is in the archii-es at Amster- 
dam; see Exhibit 3), the record has been shown in Amsterdam. 

I am in possession of mote extracts from the aforesaid legal report 
of Lawyer Tauney in Amsterdam. Phillip von Eyck declared before 
Notary Jacob von Ulenbroek that after the issue of the judgments of 
1679 and 1691 and the agreements with the pretenders, and after the 
inheriting of Allda Hoeque, that his wife was the only heir and he 
demanded the handing over of the inheritance. 

Steward Abraham von Ulenbroek declared openly, in the same record, 
that he was convinced (according to what had been heard before Notary 
Jaeol on UlenVroek) that Ph"llp von E ck as accessor in trust of the 
fe tament of Johanna on der Planken was ent tied to the Paul Wurtz 
estate and that bes des e ght I on Is to the amount of 20,922 florins he 
ha 1 found there waa et to be accou te 1 for what waa recorded in the 
35th reg ster on fol o 101 amount ng to SO " flor us Philip von Eyck 
decla ea then he wouH erj hun bly reqne t the Orphan Court cause to 
be turn doe to h m be des tl e tw e-ment oned 150 reichstbaler, 
al o the rema n n^ two th rds of the an ount of 5L L22 florins and 10 
stube and he prom sed to keep them free fron anv costs and charges; 
to be respons ble for all exho tat ons pledg ng all h s present and future 
possess ons thanked them w th deepe t le ot on for their given care 
and super ntenlen e at the same t me g v ng thanks to Abraham von 
l.lenbro k for hs good management ai stewarl of the estate whose 
report statecl e er th ng from the lav he took charge until today 
(wh eh as exan nel thoroughly and found corre t) so that no blame 
whatever couH be put on h n The re t of the he rs gave the same 
prom se February 3692 two th rds of the sum was paid to Phillip 
von Eyck. (Beeord m the Archives of Amsterdam, No. 27, Item 3.) 

Some of the other heirs refused to accept the sums due them according 
to the order of January 30, 1692, and they entered a lawsuit against von 
Eyck at the High Court in the Hague. It came to a compromise on 
March 18, 1695, and von Eyck handed in a new inventory (April 12, 

64 
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1695), which is mentioned in the registers of the Orphan Court. <See 
Exhibit 4.) Besiiies the value of 17 buildings in Lubei-k, this inventory 
amouutB, outside of goods and bonds not specified to, to about 160,000 
florins. (Record Taunay, S. 68, 60 and 72.) A final report of the Orphans 
Court was then sent to the Mayor of Amsterdam, the date of which is 
not known, bnt which is in the archives at Amsterdam, and which given 
important information (bee Exhibit 3 ) 

A distinct change in the matter i« caused bj the sullen appearance 
of more heirs ab intestato 

E^en before passing of the judgment of Tuly 27, 1691 more heirs tame 
forward Their taking part in the lawsuit, howe\er was refused 
(\ienna Acts 37'^ ^os ^Sb and 290) 

? Iiaaheth Boushen Mrs Wurms Sibilla Boushen and Mrs Molls traced 
their genealogy back to the mother of the deceased Paul Wertz Through 
a notarv thev presented their papers (espetialiy their family tree) to the 
Orphan s Court in \msterlam and a lecision nas procured (See Ex 
hibit " ) {Legalized translation Vienna Acts 37' Bl 86 in ahich the 
Orphan s Court declares it would retognize the known heirs at the settle 
ment of the estate and all others nould be rejected As for the stolen 
and confiscated valuable pos<iession<> belonging to the estate the parties 

nei were in favor of a setting rfside of the decision referred to 

a) 

libit 7 IS m the words and figures ii follons to nit 



tei Wuims married to Elizabeth Bouschen and Hein 
Eirrled to Sibilla Bouschen pretending to be heirs ab 
V urtz inheritance bj an InsinUBted family tree versus 
Christian Bouschen et al all and e^enone clilmlng 
St in the said Wuili Inheritance the honorable Presl 
9 ot Orphan Court of the Citj of Amsterdam bj \irtue 
ot their noble otflci" the abo\e mentioned Peter Wuims married to 
Eliiabeth BousLhen ard Helnrlch Moll married to Blbllla Bouschen 
of the Wurti mo cable and lmmo\able posses 
t these heirs are to be considered heirs bv nrltten 
■e to be refused and they set for termlnum extra 

— __, _._. .._ . ..... ijgjg j„ regard t) 

bj fraud and power 

; mentioned heirs to 

Vienna in order to nave tne veroi t set aside whith was (or want of 
heirs in favor of the concubine i-o that tbey as heirs could get their 



From the Commission of the rulers the President and the AseesBors 
J HOPP Secretary 
This translation from Hollandisch into derman agrees will the original 
and Is heiebv attested in writinji; with projier seal 

JOES GERARDtIS WEISHEIM, 
(Apostolic Imperial Notary Public) 

The heirs referred to in the foregoing Exhibit 7 caused on December 13, 
1701, Philip van Eyck to be summoned before the Imperial Court, and 
when he died shortly after the summons had reached him (Jannary 8, 
1702) his children, Berta and Nikolaus van Eyck, were summoned in his 
atead. (Vienna Acts 37^, Bl. 56 and .-iS.) 

Shortly after this there appeared heirs descended from the father's side 
of Paul Wurtz and they procured from the court of Holland, February 9, 
1707, a sentence of imprisonment, which was forwarded to the Orphan's 
Court and also to the Van Eyck heirs. (Vienna Acts 41, Xo. 53, Bl. 330; 
37^4, Bl. 65, 128-132.) 

The entire matter then rested until 1769. The heirs descending on Paul 
Wurtz' father's side (the Wurtzes) and also on the mother's side (the 
Baushens) demanded a "general summons," and this was issued November 
16, 1771. (Vienna Acts 40, No. 33, Bl. 29.) All heirs who could trace 
their descent back ' to Johann Wurtz and Franz Busch w 
under penalty of exclusion. 



jduyGoOl^lC 



This aummons was official!}' published in the following: 

1. In the "Frankfurt Kaiserl Reii'hH Oberpostanta Zeitung," Noh. 25, 
28, 31, ot February 14, 18, 24, 1772. (VieDOa Aets 40, Nos. 14, 15, 20, 
33.) 

2. In the " Kaiserl Ober post -Zeitung Coin" of February 4, 11 and 
18, 1772. (Vienna Acts 40, ,\os. 20, 24, 28.) 

3. In the "Kaiserl priv. Hamburg Neuen Zeitung" of February 19, 
March 31 and April 28, 1772. (Vienna Acta 40, Nos. 15, 52, 68.) 

A great number of persons interested came forward. 

On December 16, 1774, the Imperial Court issue'l a summons that all 
Wurtz heir-pretenders, who had ao far not appeared with their claims, were 
now deluded. (Vienna Acts 41, No. 50, Bl. 81.) 

As early an 1707 and 1708 a aummona had been sent to the Van Eyek 
heirs. This summons waa to be repeated in 1771, but the General States 
refused to deliver the aummona. Another summons was tried on December 
16, 1774. The continuance of the law suit, however, was frustrated, as a 
delivery of the summons in Holland could not be obtained in spite of an- 
other request on September 4, 1775, which aummona alao contained a demand 
to produce the inventories of the Wurtz estate. 

The report in the " She inisch- Antigua rius " (Strasaburg, Rhein Anti- 
guariua, Mittslrheim 1 Abt. Band 3, Coblenz Stadt-dritter Band, Coblenz 
1845) contains the following notice; 

"That in the year 1775 the Amsterdam Orphan's Court had sent a 
deputy to Eh renbreit stein in order to come to an agreement in reference 
to the inheritance in question, that negotiations had been entered into, 
but they had not led to a.n agreement or compromise." 

Then the matter again comea to a stop, until in 1826 a party concerned 
(Kuopp of Coblenz) tries again. The Emperor had also tried to exert his 
influence in a diplomatic way. Application was made to the Ambassador 
of different States; hut in every case the applicant was told to proceed in 
the "legal way. " 

Slay 18, 1848, Caspar Wurtz entered suit in Amaterdam against the com- 
missioners of the former Orphan's Court of the City of Amsterdam and 
demanded a apecified accounting and payment uf the amounts then at 
hand; suit waa also entered against the City of Amsterdam and compensa- 
tion demanded for the costs, damages and interest which had been paused 
by the Orphan's Court and its successor through incorrect discharge of 
duties in regard to the main claim. (Proposition in the deciaion of July 
1, 1871, is contained in Exhibit 10.) 

A number of interested persona, who are named in the decision, entered 
into thia law suit March 5, 1852. In a royal decree uf September 14, 1852. 
the commiaaioned representatives were I'ischarged and in tbeir place was 
appointed "The General Commission for Liquidation of Affairs of the 
Former Orphan and Guardian Courts," and this commission was stationed 
at The Hague. 

By the decisions of December 30, 1863, June 1, 1871, and January 3, 
1873, the law suit was rejected. (See Eshibits 9, 10 and 11.) 

The decisions are based on the ground that, regardless of legal points 
involved, the forgery of the Wurtz testament has not been proven. 

The particularly well rendered decision of the Provincial Court of North- 
ern-Holland points in detail to the following: "The proof of the forgery 
of the testament has not been proved according to the ruleE of Article 176 
of the Civil Code," 

The reasons which are given for the annulment of the testament do 
not hold good; it ia permiasible to have a testament signed by the "octarua 
anhscriptor''; it was not necessary that the request for this aignature 
should be learned directly from the testament itself. It has not, contrary 
to legal attestation, been proven by the statement of the witnesses, whose 
qualifications were questionable, that the deceased Wurtz i 
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at the time the twtanient vins Jrawn up and it would not untter that two 
witneaseB tailel to ust their own seals 

The deusion of the Orphan's tourt ot 169b (proiideJ it was not a forged 
decision) did not luntain a decision about the validity of the testament oi 
the ex<.lusion of the von der Plinken heira 

The detisions of Hamburg of September 26 1679, and Vienna of July 27 
1(!91 also ignored the question of the validity of the testament they really 
left this question open 

If a law suit had been entered against the forgers nothing v\as proven 
as the result did not hold good The last reason given that Johanna von 
der Planken had been the toiKubme of the deieased Wurta and thp testa 
meut therefore Konld not he legitimate anl the estate viould have to go to 
the intestate heirs lu vteak it is not evident whether actording to the 
Hamburg lavt the intestate heirs or the fiscal received the inheritance 4n<! 
it was not proven either that Johanna von der Planken had been the concu 
bine of the deceased Wnrtz the use of such a vtord in an imperial summons 
did not suffice It should also be remembered that aitordmg to the law 
of March 5 l^o2 the Board of Commissioners had been appomteil for the 
settlement of the inheritance which had been held in trust by the Orphan s 
(.ourt According to Article 8 of the law a ' Summons to Heirs ' has to be 
published m an ofllital nenspaper The contscation of the inheritance and 
itt seizure by the government depends on these siniroons These summons 
of the H uTti fteira has not taleii place 

The Board of Commissioners had also uritten to the 4mbasaador of 
Austria m 1861 that they had never received one lenny of this inheritance 
8o it IS readily seen that the inheritance "as no linger with the Orphan 
Court and therefore the la« of ISo- < OITLD ^0^ BF \PPLIED TO IT 
I\ THIS CASE 

Exhibit 8 IS m the words and figures as follows U> vMt 

Fxhlbit S Mandatum arrestl (Warrant of Arrest) 

The President and Counselor" of Holland Seelan I and Frlesland give 
greetings 

By iawier Jnhann Sebastian Grul en and Peter Evertz both h<ning 
been authorised and empowered bj all relatives in tuhers side ol tlie 
former Field Marshal Paulua W lertz who died unmarrlel In Humburg 
in IB-S and by different friends on lather a and motlier s sides It was 
made known to us tliat the fortune of the above mentioned Paulua 
Wurtz had been brought to the Orphan Court In Amsterdam that a cer 
__ ^_._,_ g^^ij ^anj other persons who showed papera 
nearest friends and heirs ab Inteatati on the 
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tne aforesaid poasesaiona but tliat some 
I the Field Marshal '■ ' ■ ■ ■■ 



-.. — - - — _ _ 1 Marshal Wurta 

fathers aide were without doubt entitled to these posaesslona 

The petitioners had tried ver> hard lo get hold of these possessions 
which were atili In keeping of the Orphan Court ot Amsterdam but it 
had been in vain 

The petitioners fear now the guardian Phlllpp van Evek or sjmebody 
elae might to the disadvantage ot the iietltioneis take a hold of theae 
before mentioned posaessiuna therefore the petitioners come to this 
court (as thev sai) asking our support as highest authority and as thi^ir 
attornej to conflacate these said poaaesalons which are in keejjlng ot the 
aforesaid Orphan Court and which belong to the Inheritance of the afore 
said BHeld Marshal Paul Wiertz 

And after this has been done thia court should e-vplatn to the Offloera 
of the Ornlan Court to the guardian Phllllpp van Ejck and to all others 
Involved in this matter that the petitioners whose quallBcations have 
been acknowledged In conaequence of a sentence of this Court are entitled 
to all the aforesaid movable possessions of the above named Field Mar 
shal Paul Wurtz s Inheritance which are now In keeping of the afore 
said Orphan Court and this Court should atao command the Officers of 
the Orphan Court to deliver to the qualified petKiunera all the flneriea 
and the under oath attested inventory ot Notes belonging to the afore 
,..,.. . ^j j^^ aforesaid Field Marahal Wurti and also to hand 
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Ofcr tu the juillfled pelLtt nera all movHtil? golds and poaseasi lis belong 
Ing to the aforesaid I'aul V, urtz » iiiherttance wUh all the gain and 
proflt so far deHied bi H or which could haie been lerhel h\ It or 
which may be derlied by It while the buH is jjendlng Ant last of all 
this Court should lommand llie aforesali Phillip Van t ydk and his asso 
dales to t lion these orders In defiult wbeieot tie confiscation would 
stand anl a hearing would be Bet for a <ertain date when the opponent 
or opponents or thflr Httornev "hould appear before this Court In order 
'" -■ -■ "•-- — ------- ■•- -- are willing to foilow 
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Exhilit 9 IS lb the worls anl fifjurei a« follons, to viit. 
E-xhlbil 9 

r.o i«. 

(-4B) Jan Ca'^par Wurts at the lime employee In (he factor> of lan 
Vllsaengen H. lan Heel residing in Amsterdam Oostenburg reiog 
nlzed rlBlitful son of V\ lllebrordus n urtz rightful son of Engetbertus 
Wuriz half brother of Paulus W urtz tn Ills iTfetlme Baron of Ornholra 
Field Marshal in aenlce of the former Republic of the Netherlands 
PLAINTIFF 



tall 01 

Complainant summoned bi subpoena of BalllfC W F Weert dated 
Oct 1- 185" and recorded Dec 16 185' the office of W Snook was 
named as plate for hearing W Snock a resident of Amsterdam on 
the ^chtburgwal appearing as attornev 

and \erHus 
Peter Derlcha farmer re»ldlng at MelUli countj Roermond Second 
p irtv ai pearlng bef ire Attorney F E Dimmers 

Furtlermore \ersua 
J M I Irtch M A Wormbs EliEabeth Uormbs J L Wormbs A 
norma and A -V V\orms all living at Foppelslorf and also A h Bun 
nagel J Bunnagel and C Bunnagel lUlng at Glmnlth 

Otl ers nho wete summoned by aboie mentioned summons appeared 
through Attornej J G Kuhn 

And alao versus 

F * M Wormba lUlng at Poppelsdorf mlio was also auramoned by 

the aboie mentioned summons appearing through Attorney J van Pi-aag 

And also versus 
("481 Board of Commlstloners f)r the I Iquldatlon of the Allalrs In 

behalf of the former Orphans and Guardian Court of Graven 
hage as representatives of the Commissioners for the liquidation of 
the Affairs of the Former Orphan Court of the Citv of Amsterdam 
summoned through the aforementioned summons appeuring by Dr J H 
van Ejs 

The Lommunltj ol Amsterdam itself represented b> its Ma>or sum 
moncd through the aforementioned summons appearing bj Attorney Dr 
n Luleer Jr 

THE COl RT 

After having heard both -Ides 

Rel>lng upon the conclusion of the Dep-irtment for publlL affairs which 



__. ..._ original plalntll 

e declared non recipients and 
liould be lined to paj the cosm 

After examination of the papers 



,tlon of the fact that the original com 
- ■ 8 Wurta who 



a. descendant of a half brother of Paulua 

time Baron of Ornholm Field Marshal __ ..._ _._... 

seven L nlled Provinces and who died In Hamburg on March 21 16-« 
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... t of this „..__ 

the beginning with the cltj of Hamburg which ho»e\er nere peapeabh 
adjusted that regarding them an agreement was made In (onsequence 
of which the poaaesalons belonging to the aforesaid estate were brought 
to Amsterdam in order lo be turned Into money and paid over to the 
heirs that however at the death of Paulus Wurtz there was a concu 
bine bj the mime of Johanna von der Planken In his hmise who falaelv 
asserted tlie fortune of the Field Marshal h 

y direction of W urtz she furthermore 

1 begotten by Pau" — 



fe\bHa BousLhen both daughter. _ „ _ __ . . 

caused the heirs of Johanna and Bertha \on der Planken meanwhile de 
ceased to be summoned before the Orphan Court in Amsterdam ^hlch 
Orphan Coutt by a decision of June 11 1636 lecognlzed the aforesaid 
complainants as the onlv rightful heir^ to the Wurtz inheritance and 
excluded all others and the heirs of Johanna \on der Planken that he 
the complainant and descendant of the aforesaid Peter V. orma and Heln 
rich Moll iwho were nrlglnalK summoned under Iso 3) cime to a 
fiiendly agieement In order to test the legalltv of tie decision and he 
summoned bv a recorded summcns of Ma\ la 1S48 the Commissioners 
who were charged with the liquidation of the affalrB of the Orphans 
Court at Amsterdam to answer for and to glie accounting of their man 
agement of the aforesild Inheritance and to pa) the balance remaining 
to him and furthermore to gne account of the actions of the tormei 
Orphan Court and pay damages in case of non payment that the original 
first defendant {those who were charged with the liquidation etc 1 by a 
rejoinder questioned Che demand of the pi ilntlffs for this reason that 
the first plaintiff had not pro\en his quallB itlons as a legal heir of 
Paulus V, urtz that the questt n who was the legal heir ab Intestato of 

Paulus ^ urtz was supeifluoua Bf ■■ ■•■--' ■-- ■ . 

he died in which he named his h _„ 

tlon because these summoned persons as well as , 

managed the Wurtz inherltanie turned o\er in 161 

which had been given into their keeping that the Field MJraaai aieo in 
16i6 In Hamburg and left a testament In which he named his house 
keeper Johanna von dei Planken his sole heir and she at her death 
through testamentary disposition made her only daughter Bertha her 
heir tl at after the death of Johanna von der Planken some (ffects be 
longing to the estate of Paulus W urtz had been brought from Hamburg 
to Amsterdam under the care of the Mai or of that city as administrator 

' ... ^gij ijgj. Planken and had been deposited 

.,_.. ._,... ._ ...p Orphan Court of 

Bertha and by virtue of a iudlciai decision of the "states of Holland and 

"-'—--" --■--'■-- '--' -■-- — V aflerwaid in 1682 Bertha died 

_ .._d put In Iheir cliima to the inherltante fir ally 

— , 3 of a decision of a duly authorized Judge at Hamburg 

dated Sept 6 ir,9 which decision was uphe d by a decision of the Im 

perlal Court In ^ lenna ind after the requested r— '-' — *— ■■ ' — '- '- ' 

C. ...j,.._, ..J . ^,. , ,„„! g„j (j,g ^ 

._, ..■rltince b' 

. B stated in \ record of Jar 
._j by this decision were declared to nai 

-■ the plaintiff even If his qualifications _„ ..^ „ 

would have no right to ask the defendant to answer for and give account 
of the Inheritance of Paulus ^^ urtz wheiefore the defendant prepared a 
declaration of non reelpfencv and also the dismissal of the suit with the 



1^5 1 85 2_ ^(States 15 ews No 46)^ former Iota! com 

the parties was suspended by a 
e 20 1Sd4 

... _. „.j newly appointed Gei eral Board 

of Commissioners for the I iquldatlon of the Affairs of the Former Orphan 
and Guardian ( ourt In consequence of a summons deliveied to them 
by request of one of the parties furnished an attornev with the special 
reservation of discharge whkh Is evident fiom article 1 in the last chap 
(er of the Law of March E 1862 (No tB ) 

(2Mi Whereupon by a recorded decision of this court dated April 3 
1857 and by a summons entered ne\t to it of dtte May 15 1848 
the lawsuit entered bv Jan Casper W Irtz was declared to be reopened 

In crnslderallon of the fact th.t Peter Derlihs bv a petition of June 
15 1857 asked to be permitted to t ecome a party to this suit on the 
gr und that he was Interested in it as an heir lo Paulus Wurtz 1st fir 
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from Johanna BauachPn, great grandfather of (he dece — 

iiiother'a side: 3rd. as representative of Car! Fischer, wlm Bays he de- 
scended from the father of the deceased by his first marriage. 

In consideration of the fact that Arnold Joseph Hengen and J. W. 
AbelBhansen also sent a petition to the court on Oct. i:'. I85T, to allow 
them to became parties to this law suit, staling as a reason for their 
interest that they entered in Ihe right of, Ist, Peter Spoken, descending 
from the deceased's father by his first marriage: 2nd, of Hermann Joseph 
Wassemeyer, descendant o( the deceased's great arandfalher on mother's 
side, and. 3rd, of Anna Maria Gentz, wife of Matnlas Odenbach, descend- 
ant of deceased's grandfather of father's side, Conrad Paulas Wirtz; that, 
by entered decisions of this court, Oct. 20 and Dec 16, 1857, the afore- 
said petitioners are admitted as second party until the final decision with 
the reservation of the costs: that the second parly, Hengen and Abels- 
hausen. In their complaint referred to the same grounds to which the 
orfglnai plaintifT had called attention, and they added, the Mayors of 
Amsterdam, in their qualification as executors of the testament of 
Johanna von der Planken, reclaimed the inheritance of Paulus Wurti 
from the Hamburg administration, in which city the Inheritance was 
sequestered by order of the German Emperor, and, on refusal of the Ham- 
burg administration to give up the said inheritance, the awtes of Holland 
and Weatfriesland threatened a war unless the Inheritance was turned 
over to tliem. In consequence of which Hamburg bound Itself by a treaty 
to turn over the said inheritance on the condition that It should not be 
deposited In the Exchange of Amsterdam as the Inheritance of Johanna 

von der Planken. her daughter and heirs, but as "Opussus haber- 
1J56) tlnm": that by a d-cision of the Orphan Court of July 17, 1896, 

Peter Wurm and Heinrich Moll have been recognized as the ones 
who were entitled to the inheritance, and all others were excluded, egpe- 
dallv Johanna von der Planken and Bertha and their heirs: and bv which 
decision the forging of Paulus Wurtz's testament, produced by Johanna 
von der Planken, Is expressly acknowledged, and at the same lime his 
heirs ab inteslato are recognized exclusively as having a right to the 
Inheritance; that the summoning of the first defendant (the general Com- 
mission Board), In consequence of a so-called verdict of Jan. 30, 1692. 
means nothing because the aforesaid judgment of the Orphan's Court 
(by which Johanna von der Planken and associates are excluded) is 
dated July 11, 16S6. a later date tl ' ' -" " 

reasons the second party. Hengen a.._ ^ 

the General Commission Board and bid them answer and give account of 
the former Amsterdam Orphan Court's management of the aforesaid 
inheritance to them and the original plaintiff and to them who originally 
stood for the right (verweerders) that Is, Inasmuch as they should be 
declared legal heirs of P. WIrtz. and they should do this — either of their 
own free will or in the presence of a Judicial court commission; they 
inferred, furthermore, that the Community of Amsterdam should be held 
responsible for the actions of the former Orphan Court and the General 

, .__._.. ■, — ,^ jji jjrijg,, (o guarantee tor them, without being allowed 

- ttead. to the law of March 5, 1852: thai the Corn- 
should be held responsible r ■■ ■ - 



.. . . _ _ _. ._ J, and this with 

me una era landing, to sentence those parties who would oppose their 
demand, to pay the costs of the lawsuit. 

In consideration of the fact that the second party. P. Derlchs, referred 
in his complaint to the sanre reasons as were given by the original 
plaintiffs, and he also mentioned that of all the legal helra the descend- 
ants of the deceased's half brother and half sister should — with exclusion 
of more distant blood relatives— come first in their right to the Inherit- 
ause his forefathers belonged to these, he Inferred the 



t the h . ... 

" ■ t the descendant 



Infer 
I, the s< 



entitled to the Inheritance, the asked for decision would li . .. __ _ 
him. the second party, as well as in behalf of the defendors. who shall be 
recognized as heirs by this same decision. 

(ZS9) In consideration of the (act tliat the first defendant (the General 
Commission BoardI In two different conclusions. In reply to the 
intervention, disputed the assertions of the different second parties (most 
likely on account of the same reasons, which were set against the orig- 
inal complaint), denying at the same time that the former Orphan Court 
could have known oC the forgery of Paulus Wurtz' testament, least of all 
Ihe decision of June 11, 1«»6, to which (hey refer, because this will was 
forged and substituted, as the former Orphan Court had no right to pass 
am sentence and never did: that the first defendant asserted, even if 
the testament was forged and the second i>arty were the nearest legal 

70 
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helra they could not demand reco\ery from the former Orphan Court or 
ita suLceaaor the General Commission Board because the authentic docu 
mentB state that all poasesalons belonging to the Inheritance ol Johanna 
von der Flanken had been given Into the custody of the Orphan Court to 
remain there until all suits and proceedingH at law were ended or until 
an agreement or compromlae had been brought about, to reajli pay the 
right heirs alter all dlfferenLfS had been settled by a last decision oC the 
highest court at \lenna that lastly this defendant In e\erj case and 
according to Article 8 of tha Law of Mari.h 5 ISS l9 not held for any 
thing else but to pay out the amount which it can proie to haie taken 
oier into custody of am Inheritance formerh in the custody of the 
Orphan Court for all these reaaona as aforesaid the defendant c — 

of t 



upon a declaration of non recipiency 1 


)ut alwa-K 


1 with recognition 


led furthermore that in ciiae the cc 


loluded a 


nd the defendant 






for and give account as requested It 


shoJld h 


no caae be held 




took ovei 


from the former 



Orphan Court of Amsterdam 

In consideration of the fact that the second defendant the Comi 
of Amsterdam bj decision against thes ' ........ 



said 



recognizing the legitimacy and foundation of the subsidiary c... 
(2S1) elusion of the Co defendant declared Its desire to be without an^ 

obligation and to reserie all rights and enforce its claims and 
the court should declare these second parties non recipient in their com 
plaint and refuse them with costs Thul the original co defendants 
(norms I Irlch and Bunnigell declared thev would not go against the 
demand of the second parties out would vield to the decision of the 
judge and they declared themseKes willing to agree In cane the sentence 
was In their ra\or to do all the^ cculd If their co operation nas asked 
bj the second parties that the second parties Hengen and Abetshausen 

Eroded their quail 11 cation bi authentic documents and they agreed to 
and in certain papers that through these and In regard to the first 
defendant the credibility of the produced legitimate documents was 

3uestloned and a number of papers were deposited with the Court while 
le second partj Deriohs upheld his complaint bj replication and the 
parties plead their respective assertions 

In consideration of the fact upon the strength of reasoning the original 
plaintilt and also the second parties establish their right on the basis 
that they either as legal heirs or as representatives of legal heirs of 
Field Mar<>bal Paulue A urtz deceased are entitled to his inheritance 
the first thing therefore to be done would be to investigate nhether or 
not the plaintiffs or protesting parties had their quaimcationi legally 
attested the defendant who had objected to the demand had In this 
case given a reason tor defense and even If it is proven that this one 
heir is at hand ever> investigation regarding the qualification as legal 
heir or representative of such Is superfluous because the defendants 
assert Field Marshal Paulus Wurtz excluded bv his testament bis blood 
lelatlves and established bis housekeeper Johanna von der Planken his 
sole heir the plaintiffs and the second parties state however that this 
testament was forged and of no value but as the flrst and second defend 
ants refer to the existence and the valldit) of this last will and testa 
ment It must be Investigated regardless of what this lawauit has brought 
forth In this respect * topj of the last will and testament of Paulus 
^ urtz in his lifetime Baron of Ornbolm {attested b} Notary Public 
Moller of Hamburg on March 31 IB 91 was submitted bv the flrst de 
fendant in the original as well as a translated copv In thli testament 
the said Johanna vor der Planken nas — after bequeathing a few legacies 
^named as his eidusive heir The statement of the second partj In 
their plea that the defendants had to prove the genuineness of the testa 
ment because the) the second partv disputed the validity of It Is In 
contradiction with tl e rule that the one who refers to an act need not 
give any proof but that he take upon himself the forgery or invalidltv 
The reasons for the asserted forgerv and Invalidltv of the testament ire 
mainly as follows 

1st The deceased did not sign the document himself 

3nd Johanna von der Planken and Notary Moller were prosecuted for 
forgery and 

Srd The Orphan Court In Amsterdam should have acknowledged the 
forgery In 1696 

Considering all >f these facts it Is Inieed true that the dei eased did 
not sign his last wilt but it Is noted at the end of the document that 
Joohen Biehl did this In the name of the deceased who could not do It 

of Jochen Blehl for and in the name of the deceased was not in conflict 
with the laws and rules at that time in force at Hamburg In regard to a 
last will and testament and even If prosecution was brought against 
Johanna von der Planken and Notary Moller on account of forgerv the 
second parties could not show iny proofs or refer to any from which it 
was evident that the persons were reallv sentenced In behalf of the 



r forgery or Invalidity in tl 
: to the ' 



of German Jurists whi testified to the forgery and Invalidity Of 
111 (Bhiih on account of it" value might be attixel to the legal 
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papers) could surely never have had 

to be regarded as forged and Illegal , „ 

Lastly, tlie assertion ot the second parties that the Orphan Court ... 

declared the legal heirs ot Paulus Wurtz entitled to his inheritance with 
exclusion of all others, the testameni.iry heirs also, is hased on Just aa 
groundless reasons, because— 

l9t. The Orphan Court had no right to lender a verdict regarding tlie 
validity or Invalidity of authentlcaled dorumenCs, 

2nd. This declaration by the Orphan Court would be In direct contra- 
diction to what It did in 1692, when the court turned over goods and 
efTects belonging to the Wllrtz Inheritance (which was In Us custody) to 
others and not to the legal helra. 

Thus It Is not proven that the will to which the tlrst defendant refers, 
before It was brought Into this lawsuit, was declared forged and Invalid 
by the second parties or the plalntIR: and no legal resolutions were 
formed for a declaration of invalidity; therefore, th« will must be con- 
sidered iis ot value and power, and so the demands of the plalntllt, as 
well as of the second parties, are not granted and a further inveatlgalion 
of the respective facts is, after this decision, superfluous. 

After examination ot Article 1902 of the Code of Civil Law and .Article 
of the Code of Demands In Civil Law. 

DECISION, 

The demands of the plaintiff and the second parties are denie.i and 
they are sentenced to pay the costs of this lawsuit. Including those which 
in former decisions In regard to Ihls matter between the parlies are 
acknowledged as stipulated. 

Pronounced by the following: 

Dr. S. Wlldschut, Officiating President 

Von Amstel, von Cuteren, Judges in open Session of the Supreme Court, 
on December 30, 1863; pronounced in the presence of the folloRlng: 

Dr. Becker, representative ofllcer of Justice. 

H. J. Van der Pol, Representative Secretary of Court of Justice. 

"EXHIBIT 10." 
IN THK NAME OF THE KING! 

Open session of the Piovincial Court of North Holland, Chamber for 
Civil Affairs, June 1st, 1871. in the presence ot the following gentlemen; 

Dr. G, Schlmmelpfennig, Vice President, J, J. Spletgerher; Dr. Asser. 
P. J. Leding van Berkhout and J. J. Meerbeke, Rodan J. Spoor, Advo- 
cate General, and C. J, Premery, Representallve Secretary. 

Session held in behalf ot No. 1073. 

Arnold J. Hengen, farmer living in Mulsberg, county Meersen, Johann 
Wllhelm Abelshnusen. tailor, and his wife Maria Helene Hengen, living 
In SIttard, originally the Intervening plaintiffs, and admitted as such 
by decision of the District Court of Amsterdam, dated May 16, 1857. 
entered In the original lecord, at present appealing plaintiffs, repre- 

please the Court to order the appealing plaintiffs, originally the inter- 
vening plaintiffs, to be acknowledged as legal heirs to the property and 
the Inheritance of the late Paulus Wurtz, Baron ot Ornholm, Field 
Marshall In the service ot the former Republic ot the Seven United 
Provinces; as for the first defendant (Orphan's Court ot -AmsterdamJ, 
whose place was taken by the ■ ■General Commission Board for the 
Liquidation ot the Affairs of the former Orphan and Guardian Court" 
seated In S'Gravenhage. and which was sentenced to answer and give 
account to the intervening plaintiffs and to the original plaintiff, and to 
the original third, fourth and fifth plalntifEs, inasmuch as these were 
recf^nized as legal heirs of the same Paulus Wurtz by Warrant of 
Arrest and which were summoned In correct order; this answering for 
and giving account being in regard to the managen.ent of the said Inheri- 
tance of the aforesuld Paulus Wurtz, which the former Orphan Court 
took upon Itself, and which account should be accompanied by an in- 
ventory or Inventories and necessary reports; this should he done either 
voluntarily or by compulsion and within fourteen days after the Warrant 
of Arrest lias been delivered or within any other space of time set by 
the Court to hear the decision; the account shall be given In the pres- 

partles recognized In the warrant of arrest as legal heirs ot the said 
Paulus Wurtz, while at the same time the original plaintiff and the 
like concerned parlies have been summoned In coirect order, and all this 

_..,_ ..._ __,._ .^.. .,__ ......... — .... ,jj jjjjg matter shall be pro- 

__ __ by the General Commission 

; place of the tlrst defendant (Orphan's Court of 
the same be sentenced after the account has 
..==.. B..C11 Diiu ucu,:.icd, to adjust the account If so demanded, to pay 
out and turn over to the appellants and their associates the remaining 
sum and everything else which will be proven as belonging to the said 
inheritance, and which iiad, or should have come Into the keeping of the 
, „ _ ...^ 5 ,^,,, 

took the 
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it defendant: furthern 



... sequence of the law of May S. 

e General Commission Board which took the 



Board (which takes the place at the first defendant as aforesaid) should 
fali to comply with the warrant of arrest and make restitution to the 

Sarty concerned, now the appellants, and their asauclates, and all costs, 
amages and interests which arise should be settled by the Govern- 

Furthermore regarding the Community of Amsterdam as the original 

second defendanl. In order to hear it acknowledged, that the '-" 

munlty being the one to give order ■' ' ""- ' " 



talive of the firs 
itee this wlthoui 

,„ „.^ „. , s News 45); to c _ 

General Commlssioii Board as a separate Commission Board, i 

to use the efTects of that law to the disadvantage of the Interested 
parties, directly or indirectly, and to hear Itself consequently declared 
solldarlly responsible for the payment of all such costs, damages and 
interests to which the original defendants in this matter shall be sen- 
tenced on account of not adhering satisfactorily to the aforesaid war- 
rant of arrest, and shall also be sentenced to pay th<^ amount to which 
the costs, damages and inlerests shall accrue at a certain time, and to 
pay all this to the appealing parties, originally the Intervening parties, 
and the co-Interested parties in this matter, in order to keep the Gen- 
eral Commission Board representing Ihe Commissioners which were first 
summoned, free from paying; the first defendant paying second. 

And lastly regarding the third, fourth and fifth defendants, inasmuch 
as thev be recngnized as legal heirs of the said Paulus Wurtz. by a war- 
rant of airest, that they Rnd themselves sentenced to co-operate In the 
fibialning of a decision against the General Commission Board, which 

"-? first and ^:ainst the second defendant In taking up the 

■ "' ■ 7 the 



isterdam, original plaintiff, 



representative commisHlouera for the affairs of the former Orphan Court 
of the city of Amsterilam. original defendant — now defendant — present 
through Attorney Dr. J. H. Van Eya a motion to the effect that It might 
please the court in refecting the appeal: 

1st. To declare th? appellants non-recipient In their subsidiary in- 
ference In declaring the testament of Field Marshal Paulus 
WurlB forged, null and void and without power, and to con- 
firm the decision a Quo, bringing its effect prominently for- 

£nd. In case the court should And the decision invalid It should 
reject the appellants or declare them non-recipient in their 
complaint to take the iratter before the highest Court so that 
It may be carried on and the Court itself should Judge and 
refuse the main complaint or declare it non -recipient. 
3rd tn case the demai^d be granted the Court should order the 
defendant alone to pay the amount which It will prove to 
have received from thft Orphan Court In Amsterdam as com- 
ing from the Inheritance of the Field Marshal Paulus Wurta, 
and It sliouid sentence the appellants to pay the costs of the 
lower and' highpr courts, which also included the coats accru- 
ing from former proceedings, unless the matter Is carried to 
the highest court, In which case the defendant would ask 
that the costs l>e reserved until the flnal decision, 
b. The Community of Amsterdam represented by the Mayor of Am- 
sterdam. 

The original co-defendant, now defendant, represented by Attorney 
J. G. Kehrn. His motion is that he be given the right. In consideration 
of No. 3. to the subsidiary Inference of the co-defendant, the General 
Commission Board for Liquidation of the Former Orphan Court of Am- 

„. — , u, j„_i .t_» 1. i„ .-■„ a...... .„ — . -artlclpate in this 

If necessary, 
; might please 

"tile appeflantB non-recipient In their subs 

,,„ ... „„,„,, ..^ (hp teBlamonl of thn I^oM MarBhol V' 

forged, null and __...._ 

a quo, declaring at the same time that its effect should be brought 
prominently forward. 

Znd, In case the eourt should declare this decision Invalid it should 
reject the appellants or declare them non-recipient; ail this together 
with sentencing the appellants to pay Ihe costs In the lower and higher 



,do,Goo<^lc 



courts including thuse from (ormer proceedlnss In cage this matter be 

appealed to the highest court the defendant prelers to resene the pav 

men) of costs until the flnal declsUn has been pmcured 

Further ieraus 

1 The heirs and repress niatlvf-s of Maria Anna Wormba married to 

L Elizabeth Hennes married t 
in Bonn 
d Gertrud Henne« manied to nllhel 
" Elisabeth prcperl} calletl Am 
t Erpel 



a Margarethe Wormbs living at Ruhrort 
b Thereaia WormbB 11\ Ins In Bonn 

The heirs and representatives of Franz Anton Maria Wormbs In 
name of 

a Catharine normbs married to Johann \tenz Ihing in Bonn 
b Joseph Wormbs carpenter Ihtng in Poppelsilorf 
c Margarethe lAormbs living in Poppelsdorf 
d Mdrla Wormbs married to Anton Jinsen Iwkamith tl\iiig at 

Poppelsdorf 
e Andreas Wormbs living In Poppelsdorf 
he defenaanta under Nob 1 to 5 Inclusive at the same time heirs 

representatives of Johann Michael I Iri^h and of Anton Adam 
rmbs btth haling llveiJ In Popnttsdorf and died there To defendants 
1 did not furnish an ittomei for themselves 

Also versus 
he heiri and repieaentathes of Anna Sofia Bunnagel having been 
rried to Michael Hambiech by the name Si 

a. Heronica Hambiech married to Michael Ste en farmer living at 
Gymnlch 

1 Reiner Hemrlcks living in Gym 

c Frlederkh Htrchen tarmei living in (jymnl h as far as neces 
sar> in his own name and alao as father and guardian of his 
minor children by his marriage to the late Anni Christina 
Bunnagel In the nami. of 
1 Appol Ionia Catharina Gertrud Sophia born IS 5" 
Johann Reiner and lofphla Horchen bjrn In I86S 
d Anna Maria Bunnagel married to Johannes Flohr living In Oim 

The heirs and representatives of Reiner Bunnagel in the name of the 
widow Margarethe Enkel living in Gymnlch in her o«n name as nell as 
mother and guardian of I er mfnor son Peter Bunnjgel l«8ue of II e mar 
riage with the aforesaid husband 

The heirs and repiesentatlves of G Bunnagel In (he name of 
" ~ ■ in Gjmnlch 

_ -^,. .T."."_ ". _!"mVeh 

d Maria Sophia Bunnagel living in Gymnlct 

( defendants appear through their attorney H P 1 



efendanta appear through their attorney H P I.oggere 

motion being It It please the court to grant consent to their 

Jeolaratlon that thei will enter Into the proposition made by the ap 
pellants and assent to transfer the same declaring further that they the 
CO defendants would If tl e proposition was considered be willing to 
belt in everything that was asked of them b> the plalntina (now the 
appellants b> panel) or vxhatever wa» required In consequence of 
pannelatlon 

Peter Derlchs farmer living In Melck Gemelnde Herkenbosch and 
Melck Countj Roermond Provlnte Llmburg Co defendants not repre 
semed b} an attornev 

Attorney Le Yai In the name of the appellants still adhering to his 
flrst offer offered again if It might please the court to grant him con 

to all donimeniH and nanprn In whh h they referred in the lower court 
pipers carried into effect (Intro 
t is necessary thev use them de 
atiis cauaat ana oner lo communicate regarding them (examina 
tion of the documents) with the appellants In a manner fixed bv law 

DECISION Bi THE CULRT 
After heariUK the motion of Arnold Joseph Hengen hving In Huls 
berg and if Johann Ahelshauaen and 1 is wife Maria Helene Hengen 
living in sittard bj AtHriev Dr H I e ^ aj 
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Afler hearing the motion of Juliann Caspar Wurlz, living In Amster- 
dam, by hlB attorney, Dr. E. J. Asser; 

After hearing the motion of the General CommlHslon Board for the 
Liquidation of the Affairs In regard to the former Orphan and Guardian 



Courts, seated in B'Gravenhage, by Attorney Dr. 

Ine the motion of the Cor 

jrliy. Attorney J. G. Kuhi 



After hearing the motion of tlie Community of AmBterdam. represented 
- "-- Mayor liy Attorney J. G. Kuhn; 

hearing the motion made by Attorney H. P. Loggere 



tereata of; 

1. The heirs and representatives of Anna Sofia Bunnagel, having 

married Michael Harahloch. 

2. The heirs and representatives of Johannes Bunnagel. 

3. The heirs and representatives of Relnier Bunnagel. 

4. The heirs and representatives of G. Bunnagel. 

Alter hearing the motion of the Procuratos General, which points out 
that the court rejecting the appeal grant the parties consent to every- 
thing (or which they asked consent; that If '—•-— ->• " — ' 

, — ^ >_ ^>__,., giibsjdiary conclusion t 

ed, null and void, and wltl .._ ... . 

, against which the appeal was made, _. 

order that the effect should be brought prominently forward, with the 
sentencing o( the appellants to the costs of the higher court. 

The Court after examination o( the documents; 

Considering that the Court, In regard to the facia and proceedings In 
ihe lower court, refers to the report of the same and thus takes into its 
own hands said report conUlned In the decision, which was pronounced 
by Che Arrondissemenls Court of Amsterdam. December 30, ISSS, by 
which— for reasons stated therein— the plaintiffs and Intervening plaintiffs 
were refused In their said demands and were sentenced to pay the costs 
of the law suit. Including those which had been reserved between the 
respective parties by former decisions pronounced In this matter. 

Considering furthermore that the said intervening plaintiffs by the 
said sentence appealed within a favorable time, and because some of the 
parties summoned before the higher court did not appear, the court 
acted against the absent ones and held tliem In contempt of court. A 
second summons was delivered to the parties who had not appeared. 
The Community of Amsterdam, whose attorney had in the meanwhile 
died, waa summoned to send another attorney and take up the law suit 

Considering that the appellants inferred from the reasons given in 
their bin of complaint, wliich aeta forth that the teatament of Paulus 
Wurtz of March 21, ISTti. to which the original defendants refer to as 
forged and surely always null and void, does not exclude the Investiga- 
tion according to the quallflcalions of the apuellants. and according to 
the proofs contained In their demand; and the testament had no effect 
upon the rights of the appellants — to declare subsidiary the said testa- 
ment as forged, null and void and without effect — that the court at all 
events should annul the decision a quo and refer the matter to the high- 
est court, where It should be acted upon and settled. 

And In case the court should believe that it was not obliged to refer 
the matter lu the highest cuuit it should then, with the annulling of the 
sentence a quo, confirm the decision of the appellants In the lower court 
and peinnit the appellants to be entitled as legal helra to Ihe inheritance 
of the said Faulus Wurtz; and to sentence the first defendant, who was 
succeeded hv the General Commission Board for the Liquidation of the 
irt. to answer for and give account to 

-- ,— — -,. ., -J the original plaintiff and the original 

I'O-defendants of third, fourth and Hfth place inaamuch as they were 
recognized as legal heirs of Paulus Wurti by the Warrant of Arrest; 
the answering for and giving account of being asked for after a legal 
summons In regard to the care, management and superintendence of the 
said Inheritance hv the former Orphan Court of Amsterdam; and this 
should be done voluntarily, otherwise with the assistance of a Commis- 
sioner specially appointed; furthermore they should see that the said 
account was adjusted; if necessary, right after the proceeding, they 
should see paid out to the appellants and co-Interested parties the re- 
mainder and everything which shall be found to belong to the said In- 
heritance and which came to the first defendant, or which should have 
come to It; if they fall to pay out this they must pay damages. Further- 
more, the original second defendant, now third plalntin, shall be sen- 
tenced to guarantee the fulfillment of all to which the first defendant 
shsl! be sentenced without recourse to the law of March E, 1852. and It 
Is to be fully understood that the Urst defendant shall be exonerated 
because the second defendant is liable; that lastly the original de- 
fendants In the third, fourth and fifth place. Inasmuch as they are 
recognized as legal helra of Paulus Wurtz, shall be sentenced to help in 
the settling and adjusting of the said account and In the taking over of 
the inheritance In question and in fixing the amount of damages, and all 
this with sentencing the defendants protesting to the costs. 

That the original plaintiff, now first defendant, declared he would— 
although adhering to what was Inferred from the lower court In regard 
to the appeal of the appellants — submit to the sentence of the higher 
court In sentencing the losing parlies to pay the costs. 



,do,Goo<^lc 



D.qil.zMBlG001^IC 



At 90 La 



LfqifzeduyGoOt^lc 



als upon alflxtng seals to the testa- 

Sroof is missing that this w 
It was allowed according t_ .. 

according to the said Notary- Regulation of 151! tn Title I of Testamen 
— aph 10). 



declares that what he presents Is his testament, and that he sign It 
with his own hand before all witnesses, or. It he cannot write, or may 
not write, he causes It to be signed then by an eighth witness' hand in 
his name, and on his request at a certain place In the testatnent. 

Considering that the appellants further assert even If It was taken 
for granted that a testament could be signed in the name of the de- 
ceased according to the law whlcli was In force at Hamburg at that 
time, then It should clearly be seen from this that '-the order was 

Elven," while In this case It Is Just the other way, for the testament 
self states, namely: that the deceased signed It with his own hand and 
attested It with his seal. 

Considering that the contradiction can be solved In this way tliat the 
deceased was willing to sign his last will, himself, in the presence of 
the witnesses, but at the moment when he wlshpd sn in do lip waa not 
strong enough; while the appellants again [all t 

ing to the law In force In Hamburg In 1«76, the s .. „. . 

shown In a different way and through the declaration of the eighth v 
neas (octavus subacrlptor) to the testament that he signed the tesia- 
ment by request of the testator In the name of the testator, followed 
by a notarial acknowledgment to the effect that the signing had been 
performed In the name of the decenneil. who was unable to do it, and that 
this had been done ■■una actlonis contextu" after complying with all 
necessary formalities and requirements. 

Considering furthermore the reasons 

the validity of the testament In their „ _.. 

that the deceased's condition was such that he was positively t 

Considering that although the notarial acknowledgment did not con- 
tain an express declaration to the contrary, the said assertion cannot 
be made to coincide with the facts mentlctn^d In the act; furthermore 
the legal supposition ought to stand that the deceased "In dublo" (In a 
stupor) was considered to have been in possession of his faculties, and 
that the testimony of the witnesses, to which appellants refer — although 
they may stand as evidence — do not disturb the assertion. 

Considering that the appellants by i 

the witnesses did nni ii» '^- > 

; again^ thi 

paragrapi 

Considering in regard to the questions whether the appellants, sup- 
posing their quallHcatlons are proven, should be allowed to present their 
claim to the Inheritance of the said Paulus Wurts upon the strength of 
the so-called decision of the Orphan Court of July 11. Ifi96, and further- 
mnrB whethpr nnythlng could be derived from this decision whlcli would 
~~t the appellants introduced as proof for the falsity and 

. — . . .!,_ ( Important thing to be considered 

._ .. .. the decision of the Orphan Court 

that It (the Orphan Court) considered [he testament forged and false. 

Considering that the appellants, according to the argument of defense 
made by their lawyers in the lower court— to which tTiey refer In their 
appeal — assert that F. Wurms. married to E. Bauschen, and H. Uoll. 
married to S. Bauschen, have been recognized in the said decision as 
the rightful heirs of the Inheritance of the said Paulus Wurtz, with the 
exclusion of all others, especially with the exclusion of Johanna and 
Bertha von der Planken. from which it would he evident that by this 
decision the falsity of the testament produced by Johanna von der 
Planken had been expressly acknowledged. 

Considering that upon examination of the said decision it becomes 

lat. That Johanna von der Planken, or her heirs, was not a party to 
the affair unon which the attorneys of the Orphan Court pronounced 
the plaintiffs— the aforesaid Wurms and Moll— 

..J the first place against a certain Margarethe 

Christina Bauschen et al. <and others), and furthermore against all who 
stated that they alone had interest In the inheritance. 

2nd. That there Is no mention of special exclusion of the aforesaid 
housekeeper of Field Marshal Wurtz, and her heirs, and 

Srd, That there Is not a word mentioned about the causative testa- 

Consldering that only at the end of the legal document there is men- 
tion of a decision given In Vienna In favor of the concubine, that the 
same was given "tor want of heirs," and concerned the posiiesslons which 
were stolen from the Inheritance by fraud and power. It causes one to 
assume that the lawyers were acquainted with the peculiar character 
of the law suit which ended December IT. 1$91. In Vienna. 

Considering that the surmise — declared legal by what has lastly been 
considered— that the Orphan Court on July 11. 1696. did not enter any 
critical examination of the testament of Paulus Wurtz, and based lu 
decision upon reasons stated which are with variance to the question 
of the validity of this last wilt. This Is considerably strengthened by a 
deposition taken from the secret archives In Vienna, just like the de- 
cision, the existence and c— - — -- - ——— -— — — Jt-*.-. —^ 

from which, as from the o 



,do,Goo<^lc 



Or ar 



H M ed 






be ed aa 






ll.q.l.zM0,GoO<^IC 



1 pre . .._„.._... 

.. ^eefeH and a lega! pro tacllioua e_,___ 

Eult printed In Amsterdam In lES the supposition I 
tlored on piee 13 of the little booklet with reference t 
3Blled codea lette \ title '-- —- — ' --" 



he appel 
Bper In t 



.... ^_. ..1 the Field Marshal. __ 

concubine as thev sureb nnot do bo when they refer 
Ing of tl Is exp esslon or of this designation in an Impe ia Summ 
nanei A i roolan ation to see and Gear whetter the r-orne Un L 
concerning; fra de hi e annulled puntshmentH (de (alsls) as in the ■ 



1 herltance in this public manner of referring t Johi 
w.i uci rmiini'n as o, tHlss CO interested pj rty c* "-" " ■■—- ■ — • — 
this document does not tend t show or contain 
surety regarding the ace racy of such an expreasio 

toislflerl g therefore that the doman 1 of the appeilanli can be ac 
knowledgely Juat as lltt e on thta last ground as also on this one that the 
whole t stament must be thrown aside aa false and dec ared null and 
void 1. - - - - - - - - 

Ton side ring t 
elusion In the api ei 

decision a quo that 1 _ _ ... ,. . 

reclpiencv as the} if their reasons and proofs are not acknowledged 
will be rejected for want of qua lllcalion 

Considering that this comprehension Is not correct bi 
action it it had been proven should have had above a: 
basis that on account of d ath a de olution (transfer 
otnce) of the inheritance took place 

Considering that by reason of the 



e that the devo . .,_ 

i therefore the said l 
ulstent and the right t ' - ■ - 



recognized In nhl 1 cane the con plaint must 
Ith the dictum (asse Hon) < 



ling to the rules and regulat 
These '-- -—- - 



The consent asked for l>} the third and tl e fifth defendants Is here 
with granted 

The decision between the parties onflrmed b the Arrondlssement 
Court at An aterdam these parties being tl e appel a ts as original 
Intervening parties the first defendant as o !g nal pUintlff the second 
defendant as original defendant and the rest of the defendants as rlginal 
CO defendants pronounced De enber 30 18«S 

"he arpellants sentenced to pay the costs uf the higher court 

•In decided bj the following Dr J J Spletgerber icting President 
I F T sn Valkenburg Dr P D Fedlng an Eerkhaut Dr P J 



all in all 3 »1U florin 



For the copy 
(The striking out ol 
Signed 
No 1-4 Jeurn 
No 1S5 Heg 

This d1) Januarj 29 1ST2 
In consequence o< the requlsltloi 
of Januar\ 21 of this year and b: 

Rojal r andgerlcht at Bonn of Jani __ ,_. _ 

signed Karl Blrnbach baiim of the Royal LAndericht in Bonn residing 
In Lechenioh delhered to Margarethe Enkel wldo» of Reiner M Bun 
nagel of Gymnlch as she was speaking to her stepdaughter Gertrudt 
Horchpm the Judicial original document of June 1 IS"! This original 
document Has given bv order of the Royal Advocate Genera! of Amster- 
dam and with consent of the first Judicial executor Jacob du Pont 
Noordbetk of the same place Januar> 11 currentla In case of farmer 
\rnold Joseph Hengen of Hulaberg and associates \ersus Johann Caspar 



WurtL . ._._ 

sent of the abo\ 
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'■EXHIBIT 11." 
Translation from the Dutch, 
Extract from the Minutes of the Office ot the 
■: COURT OF THE NETHERLANDS. 



1 of January 3, 18T3. 

icr. living at Hulsberg. Canto 



"The General CommiHsion Board (or the Liquidation of the Affairs of 
the Former Orphan and Guardians Court" seated in the Hague, in their 
qualification as representative Commissioners for the liquidation of the 
affairs of the former Orphan Court of Ihe city of Amsterdr— "-"- - ■- - 
appearing through their attorney, van der Jagd. 



Martin Eysell. 



After a _ >- „_ 

Considering that the only grounds introduced in the clemand for the 
annulling is' 



of the Civil Court 

..rongfuTly exfended'to Intellectual falsity: on i ^ „ 

held or bound to the way prescriliet! by them. 

2nd. Besides this, the articles in question stand only for dooumente 
drawn up in the Netherlands and not in a foreign country, consequently 
they are not to be applied to a testament drawn up in Hamburg in 
ie7«, the execution ot which need not be delayed or rather "cannot be 

Considering that it is stated in the controverted verdict that the 
assertions of the appellants at that time, now appealing parties for 
annullment. In regard to the invalidity of the testament in question are 
not to be considered because they did not charge the document in 

Suestion with falsity in such a manner as is fixed by article 176 of the 
ivii Court Rules, while their assertion that articles 1T« and ITS of the 
same Code are not applicable, because the falsity which exists in this 
case is a. material one and not an Intellectual one, was rejected by the 
court because it contains a distinction which Is not founded upon law. 
Considering that the question whether the only grounds for annull- 

. ,. . -.J J founded, upon law, deciends exclusively on this. 

in 17« No. 3 a:-' ' " 



erdlct included In the material 

Cons'idering that the rejection of this distinction is not in contradiction 
with the two articles in question, and that In anv case these two 

articles speah only In generr' -* ' ' ' 

of falsity are Included in ti.__. „ .., „, 

in penal law, but also according to article 145 of the peimi uuue unu 
tiecause there is not the slightest reason to deviate from this In this 
case, we must consider BOTH are inferred in the same measure in these 
said articles of the Civil Court Rules unless one could arrive at a 
contrary conclusion from other closely connected articles. 

Considering that it is too remote that this should follow the closely 
connected articles 179 of the Civil Court Rules, which specify the way 
and means of the proceeding in a case of asserted falsity or forgery; on 
the contrary the articles ITS, ISO, ISl, and 182 contain at the beginning 
general rules and regulations applicable to both lilnds of falsity; that 

. .u„ ...,._ J. — .. '— ^^Eh are contained In the remainder of 

Lrtioles of the Civil Court Rules) are 

be applied to material FALSITY 

LEiHL LjiiuuKii LiLi:^ BLuiie the gcnerallty of the nrst named 

: not limited, and this so much the leas because article 191 

eclal priiceeii In 8- direct Ions is applicable to both lilnds. 
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ConsIderinB that In rt-gard to tlie articles uf the ClvlL Code referring 

authentic document is charged witli (alalty. <tnd that all the rest do 
not contain unything pertafnlng to this matter. 

Con:il(1erlns in regard to tliQ titibsidiary aaaerClon that articles ITS of the 
Civil Court Kules can surely not be applied In this case, because It con- 
cerns an authentic document drawn up In a foreign country, the execution 
of which coutd not be hindered by the accusation of falsity, now then if 
HUch a. hindrance cannol be applied accordingly to foreign authentic 
documents, because these documents do not possess executive power 
In thlH country, sccortllns to article 136 of the Civil Court Rules. It 
does not, for all that, set aside the applicability of the proceedings which 
are fixed t>y law for controvert Ins the domestic conctusive power of such 
a foreign document like the one In question, and therefore this assertion 
is not well founded. 

The appeal Is rejected and the parties asking tor the annullment are 
sentenced to the costs. 

Decision by the following: de Greve. president, Vordlum. de Vob, 
Ellas and Kfst, counsellors, announced by the President In open session 
of the court January 3, 1873, In the presence of the aforesaid gentlemen, 
., ._ , n^ __= ^, jijg Greffler- Substitute Vosmaer. 



iSlgnedl F. de 
: Der Qreff 



For conformity of th 

Bmerini, Substitute. 
(Seal of Supreme Court.) 

Registered at the Hague, December 22nd, 18TT, part 126, Folki 1 
compartment 6. Six leaves without margin notes, Recdved 37 Guld 
SO cents for fee 20 f. SS-"/- extra 7 fl. «0, Sumna 27 '60. 
The Receiver rSignature illegible). 

Expenses Hecordlng 27.60 
» seals 2.10 

Leges, 12 pages 2.16 
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LEGAL SITUATION. 

In order to pxamine the legal situation the foUowinj; points should be 
first decided upon: 

1. Against whom could plaims be madef 

2. in which court should these claims bo filed! 

3. Which claim has to be- applied? 
To Item 1: 

By reason of the foregoing material the city of Amsterdam can he 
questioned is defendant. At her dire.'tion the inheritani-e was handed 
over to Holland. According to the declaration of the Kichange of Aug. 
22. 1679, the city took upon itself the obligation to manage the Wurta 
estate on behalf of those "which by right were the nearest." Holland 
charged the Orphans Court, then under its supervision, with the man- 
agement. The Orphans Court with this management took also upon 
itself the obligation of handing over the inheritance, and this obligation 
was again acknowledged in 1696. The Orphans Court is exempt, as it 
was dissolved in ISIl; the liquidation most likely took place in 18X0. 

The Holland State (Holland Government), to which the inherit.ince 
should have reverted according to the law of }8.')2, is debarred from 
this because the inheritance then no longer was in the Orphans Court; 
consequently the law of 1852 could not be applied. 

It is very important to thoroughly 
Amsterdam is still in possession of sor 
To Item 2: 

Tt depends on the complaint to be ni 
entered in any other courts except tboa 
' city of Amsterdam. 

As the deceased, at the time of his death, resided in Hamburg and as 
he — according to paragraph 27, 13 Z. P. 0., which must be appliea to 
this ease under discussion — was subject to the Hamburg courts, the 
Hamburg courts would be competent for "establishing the right of in- 
heriting,'' and for the filing of the claimi of the heirs against the 
possession nf the inheritance. * 

In the following we shall examine the lejial situation for n law suit 
in Hamburg an well as in Amsterdam; 
To Item 3; 

A law suit brought in Hamburg; 

Here we urge the necessity of ascertaining information regarding the 
"right of inheriting," or a claim against the possessor of the inheri- 

As the former law of Hamburg has to be applied to this case, and as 
the Hamburg law perhaps need not he fhouKht of at all in regard to the 
deceased, we have here a double ease of collusion (or controversy), 
namely, in regard to time an<l place, which Rrst must be solved by the 
Hamburg law of today, which means according to B. J. B. 

It is nece^sarv to decide first the time controversv and then to ascer- 
tain the local right. The contrasting view (Niedner Recht 1900 S 2.')0, 
Kommentar von Reichsgerichtaraten T 3) will settle this question just 
in the reverse way when foreign law is to be considered; but this con- 
troversy wouM cease if only the law of Germany would have the de- 
cision. We therefore have to find out whether, according to the goverr.- 
ing rules of B. .1. B. of the domestic law, foreign law would have to be 
considered. 

The principle stands that questions concerning heritages are to be 
Judged according to the homestead rights of the deceased at the time 
of his death; that is, according to the law which governed the state to 
which the deceased was attached at the time of his death. (Standinger 
VI. S. 99, Verb. zu. Art. 24-26, No. 2, Abs. 7.) 



SS 
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The ileceasel lued in Hamburg an! he enjoieil ai the doeument*: 
show the privtlego8 of a. prominent citizen The excheijuer of Hamburf, 
also Kil (laim to the inheritance bo that one might conclude that the 
deeeasefl posaesaed the rights of a Hamburg citizen This question might 
let ariae as to whether he was really a subjeet of his native town or 
of the Ian 1 he len e i 

He waa born in HuBum and Huaum now belongs to the Gerniin Em 
pire consequently the law that go\erna Huaum would not be foreign 
any more Later he served Swelen and Holland Whether he gained 
through this the citizenship of these countries and later on lost the 
same again by ser^ ing others is a matter which I cannot decide From 
the fact that Sweden did not take any part whatever in the aettlmg of 
the inheritance I condule that the Swedish citizenship had been with 
drawn although Wurtz was iniested with the barony of Ornholtn Con 
cerning the Dutch citizenship I atiall discuss that question clo^el} un 
der B 

It -ihould be remembered however that th"re was no general Swedish 
or Dutch legislation at that time and therefore one lannot denle whuh 
local law could be applied There could only be a collision (controversy) 
between the Hamburg and the Huaum law therefore the question of 
foreign law drops out The fir^t thing to be done now is to solie tht 
time collision Art 213 E G B 6 B decides that the previous laws 
shotild be applied if the leceaaed died before the B G B took effect 
This also stands good for the questions concerning the international 
prnate rights 

The Hamburg Citv law as it was written in 1603 was used in Hamburg 
aboi e an} other law before the ^ear 1900 It contained no lirectiona 
about international private rights but it sa>s in conclusion that for 
further referenie the common Imperial lans and the Holy Eoman Em 
pire Publiahe 1 < onstitutions should be used 

4.C ording to this the common law la to be appliel 

The right to the homestead of the leceasel should unqueitionablv be 
applied to the right of inheriting (Winischeit Pandekten 3d No 5) 
Therefore the Hamburg City Law should be applied in this case and for 
reference the Common Law. 

B. LAW SUIT IN AMSTEBDAM. 

The foremost question in this dispute is, which "controversy rules'' 
should be applied tirst. As I am not familiar with the Dutch literature, 
and aa the French literature does not, as far as I know, discuss this 
question, it will be necessary to inveatigate from both sides. 

(1) The time controversy has to be settled first. 

According to the present Dutch law. Art. 4 B. W., the B. W. has no 
reactive power; consequently the former law standa. The C, O., Art. 2, 
which was in effect before, contains the same rule. The French law, 
with which the Dutch law surely correaponds, takes that law aa atandard. 
which was used at the time of the death of the deceased. (Zacharise 
Crome, 29 Anm., 4 R. G., 11, 8. 35fl.) Therefore that law muat be ap- 
plied, which waa used in Amsterdam in 1676. In spite of a diligent re 
search I could not find an Amaterdam City Law, as only judicial rules 
of exchange were mentioned. The indisputable view of all is, that at 
that time there must have been a common law in Amsterdam. (Mod- 
(lerman Schulz, die Rezep-tion des rom, Bechts S. 81, fg. bes. 81, says, on 
page 81, "That the Roman law has been accepted in this country,'' and 
one may assume that it was held in effect, although it was not done 
through a special ordinance.) The law of the homestead of the deceaaed 
would therefore be the foundation in this case. 

(2) The local contrmeray moat be diaeu-fsed. 

The law of Ihe native country at the time of death is the one which 
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rlc-Med all things, socoiding to Art. 6 an.i 0. B. W., C. \rt. 3, 3. 
(ZachariK Croine, 30 n, 4a,) As far as tbe llamliurg or Dutch I'ltizeo- 
9bip ia concerned, the Common Law would be the foundation, as haii 
been s-tated before. Shonlil the law of the native town be decisive, then 
the Hamburg City Law would be applied also, or the Common Law. For 
the law of S^hlexwig allows tbe law of the homestead of the deceased 
to be contrallinf;. (Bsmarrh Hanilbuch dea Erbrechtx in f^chl. 2d Aufl. S. 
22.) But if this referring back would not be allowed, then the Commoti 
Law should be used for reference according to the Husum City Law. 
(P. IV, tit. 74.) It has yet to be established whether the Husum City 
Law contains special rules. 

From all this it can be seen that in this ease the Hamburg City Law 
of 1676 and the Common Law of that time must be applied, whether the 
law suit is entered in Hamburg or in Amsterdam. The decisions of 
Amsterdam express the same view. 

We now turn to the examination of the ease by reason of the rights 
won through the foregoing discussions. 

We have to investigate in general the question of a law suit to be 
entered and also the question of whether this complaint is prescriptive. 
If the suit should be entered in Hamburg it would deal with the 
heriditatis petitio against the City of -Amsterdam, and indeed this law 
suit could be entered by each heir a4 partiaria, as the exact number of 
heirs so far could not be learned. (Gluck Pandekten 8, 2 Windscheid 
Pandekten 111, 233.) 

As this claim is subject to fall under the right of prescription, we 
have to investigate very thoroughly the question of sueb a pres&riptive 
state, and first of all one must ask what right and which law decides 
this question. According to the now prevailing views, which also stand 
for the Common Law, it depends, in a "prescriptive case," all on the 
law which governs the relationship of the different rights concerned, and 
that is the right to the homestead of the deceased. Therefore we must 
investigate whether, according to the Hamburg Law, the claim is pre- 
scriptive. According to E. G. B., G. B., Art. 169, the rules of B. G. B. 
concerning "prescription" are to be applied for claims which arose 
before B. G. B. took effect, and which were not prescriptive. 

Is this claim prescriptive according to rightT 

The hereditatis petitio is prescriptive after 30 years. (Glink Pandcken 
7-515.) As the Hamburg City Law (Title XXI, Art. 1) and also the Com- 
mon Law reads a great deal of faith is necessary in order to believe in 
this being prescriptive. 

We shall prove that this faith is missing. Up to the time when the 
B. G. B. took effect the "prescription" was not complete yet. Accord- 
ing to Art. 169 cit., we therefore can apply the rules of the B. G. B. 
The respite is, according to See. 195, B. G. B.. thirty years, and, as good 
faith is not necessary, the "prescription" of thirty years would run since 
Jan. 1, 1900. 

If the law of Husum would be applied the result would be the same. 
See Part III, Title 49, Articles 1 and 4 of the Husum City Law, Esmarch's 
Collection of Laws, Rules and Begulations, which conoern the citizen's 
rights in the dukedom of Schlesswig, — Schlesswig 1846 I, 259 pg. 

Other questions arise if the Amsterdam Law is taken as the law of 
the native state, or if — in reference to the question of prescription- 
one is of the opinion that tbe law of tbe home town should be applied. 
(Babr's Book of Instruction for International Bights, 120 and 121; Paris 
Kassationshof Sir., 69, 49, 85, 113.) For the period of time in which the 
Common Law was used the decision would be the same in either case. 
The French law does not, according to general opinion, allow a "pre- 
scription" to run against a steward or manager of an estate (partly 
according to Art, 2236 C. and Zacharite Crome T, 399, n. 24 and Citate.) 
This opinion applies to the W. B, so much the more, because it puts 
Article 1966 — which corresponds with Art, 2226 C. — among the general 
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ruli's anil reiiulations ronreruing "prpscrijition," and because U acknowl- 
eil^ea by this that the rutc shuulil be applied to "usucaption" as well 
as "preacription," 

For the fame reason Article ll» would have to be considered, as it 
ilemaniiB "unequivocal anil quiet posaesaion" under the title of a pos- 
sessor, while the French law denies the application of Article 2226 C. for 
a case of "prescription " (/aphariip Crome T. 337, n. ti, 391, n. 3, K. G. 
in the Khein \rch 77 ^ ol 59) 

Therefore it rests on an entire miaunrleratandin); of the legal situation 
if the Oernian RepreaentatM e in Amsterdam affirms the prescription of 
the claim bv reason of \rt 8M2, B. W., while the Amsterdam courts 
never put forth the question of "prescription." 

After lettieiiient of all the preliminary questions we have to divide nil 
other questiuns into four part^ 

1. Is the testament legalT 

2. Is, after the year J692, the inheritance yet at hand! 

3. Ih the ('ity of Amsterdam answerable for the deiiverance of the in- 

heritance! 

4. Which heirs arc to be considered! 
Item 1: 

It is very stranjte that the deceaseii should have been actuat.'d by 
such different principles in his testament of 1676 than in the one of 
1672; that he should remember his debtors with legacies. And it is also 
very strange thatr of the seven witnesses only one heard the deceased 
anhwer "Yes" when the question was put to him whether this document 
was his last will and testament; and one mifjht feel inclined to declare 
the testament null and void with regard to paragraphs 4 and 7 of the 
roles and regiilations for Notaries Public of 1512. Par. 4: "It is neces- 
sary in regard to a testament that he or she who makes a testament 
should be able to speak with intelligible words, or be able to write; the 
one who cannot do either will be treated as one dead and cannot mnkn a 
testament.'' Par, 7; But also that he publicly declare that what he sub- 
mits is his testament, e'-pecially when one ]'>its faith in the statements 
of the sert-ants. And one could feel, as if the proof was missing, that 
thing* had been done according to Par. 3: " Ft is also necessary that th<, 
witnesses who are present and interrogated ''hould be informed and in- 
structed.'' 

But all of these points are not decisive, and if one is inclined to sus- 
tain the testament, according to the Dutch ilecisions, why it is easy to 
disregard these points. 

But this is not possible in regard to the following points: 

The rules and regulations for Notaries Public provide, in the aforesaid 
Par. 7, that tho testator sign his testament with his own hand before all 
witnesses, or, if he cannot or may not write, he ^hall have an eighth 
witness sign in his name and at his request. It is plain to be seen that 
the eighth witness must sign in the presence of all witnesses. The gen. 
eral opinion sanctions this, but expressly, under ajiplication of paragraph 
1, 21 pr., and par. 1 e, VI, 23, and according to the aforesaid rules. 
(Gluck Pandekten, 34 S. 410.) And it is also a general opinion that the 
conformity to these rules and regulations makes a testament null and 
void. Now, then, all seven witnesses declare in accordance that Johann 
Biehl never signed the testament in their presence and Johann Biehl 
himself confirmed this under oath. This statement is of great import 
ance for this reason: that it is made by a witness who otherwise sus- 
tains in every way the assertions of Johanna von der Planken. 

Therefore it is a fact beyond dispute that the testament is null and 

Another question that might be asked is whether the constituting of a 
concubine as heir might have any effect upon a testament. I would lay 
stress upon the fact that the Vienna Acts contain such overwhelming 
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material, especially in declarations of the von iler Planken womao, that 
her poaition as such was certain. Of course, it will harilly be possible 
to make this a point in favor of the intestate heirs, as this case stands 
almost alone in literature. 
Item 2: 

To judge by the material at hand, and above all to juilge by the ex- 
tracta from the Kegistera of the Orphans Court, it is certain that the 
deceased had considerable monies outstanding. The unquestionable proofs 
of this are to be found in the inventories in the Archives of Amsterdam, 
which are still unknown, but which the City of Amsterdam will have to 
present when a settlement is demanded, provided the City of Amsterdam 
IB answerable for what they had received from the inheritance. From 
all these documenta it cannot be determined what sums in reality were 
received. But my opinion i» that City of Amsterdam mutit establish thia. 
If the city was administrator of the estate she has to show what was 
received during her term of administration. The plaintiff only needs to 
name the possessions which formed the inheritani-e at the beginning of 
the administration. It certainly does not suffice for the City of Amster- 
dam to point out that in 169E the inheritance amounted to .10,000 florins, 
for there was another inventory taken after thia. The Orphans Court 
also atated in its decision — the legality of which is beyond question, ac 
cording to the Vienna Acts — that there were possessions yet in 1696, 
And it is only with this supposition that one '-an understand the decisiou 
given. In regard to the extent of the inheritance the City of Amster- 
dam would have to answer for "what had oeen received'' and "what 
was yet to be received," because she was ailministratrix and not poa- 
sesaor of the inheritance. 

Is it possible to hold the City of Amsterdam answerable for thiat 
The material at hand shows that the deliiery of the inheritance to Hol- 
land was done by order of the Mayor of Amsterdam. It is seen by the 
declaration of the Orphans Court of Aug. 22, lfi79, the Mayors of Amster- 
dam took upon themselves the obligation of banding over the inheritance 
to the legitimate heirs. It does not matter whether they did this because 
they were the executors of the testament of .Johanna von der Planken 
or because they wanted to protect a Holland subject. 

In lti92 the City of Amster.iam, with consent of the Imperial Court, 
had an understanding with the heirs then known, and these heirs turned 
over their righta to the city, but the city cannot make thin a legal point, 
as only four years later new heirs made themselves known to the Orphana 
Court, and — as no prescription (conflsc.Uion) had taken place— the city 
was i'rom that time on obliged to band over the remainder of the inheri- 
tance. Even if in 1692 the heirs bad relinquished all their rights to the 
inheritance to the City of Amsterdam, this relinquishment dropped out in 
that moment when it was established that those who had relinquished 
were not heirs, and this took place when it was found out that Mrs. 
Kirutz was not the only legal heir and therefore the relinquishment of her 
rights to the heirs of Johanna von der Planken dropped out. 

1. The City of Amsterdam, through her Mayors, took upon herself the 
obligation to hand over the inheritance; she did her part of the managing, 
together with the Orphans Court; the Orphans Court reported to the 
Mayors — as can be proven by the Amsterdam Archives — the whole in- 
heritance was deposited in the court house. 

2. The Orphani Court is only a branch of the city administration; 
this is acknowledged by the Dutch administration as well as the German 
Consul, If the Mayor of Amsterdam doubts this it is because of his 
partiality or prejudice. 

3. The City of Amsterdam assigned the inheritaace to the Orphans 
Court, and by this estiibliahed the same, as her representative. 

4. To me the moat important thing seems to be the ascertaining of 

87 



jduyGoOl^lC 



whether or not in 1692 there was any part of the inheritance left which 
was banded over to the City of Amsterdam. 

One could answer this in the affirmative because the accounts of the 
Orphans Court no longer contained any item in regard to the inheritance 
and the papers and documents were for a long time hidden away and all 
at once appeared among the inheritance records of a president of the 
Orphans Court, and because the City of Amsterdam has always refused to 
render account and to show inventorieH. Even in the year 1775 negotia- 
tions about satisfying the heirs were pending. 

And it is surely beyond comprehension why the City of Amsterdam 
should have used such extraordinary means if the inheritance was as 
small as they tried to make out. The extent of the inheritance was fully 
known to Amsterdam, for .Johanna von der Planken immediately handed 
all of her documents to her friends. There is no doubt but that the two 
chests brought to Amsterdam by Abraham von Uhlenbrock personally 
contained all this material'. The inventory of these chests will most 
likely fully explain everything. 

And it must be emphasized that, according to an extract from the 
registers of the Orphans Court, the cash amounts alone were more than 
50,000 florins, end also that Teixera. who, according to the "Vienna Acts, 
was one of the main debtors, was one of the wealthiest men in Hamburg, 
and the amounts loaned to him were most likely paid. 

It is very significant — as also can be proven by the Vienna Acts — that 
great efforts were made by the Emperor and the King of Denmark to 
get possession of the inheritance themselves by first bribing the legal 
heirs; and that the City of Amsterdam, which used the most forcible 
means and which was at the time at the height of its power, should 
have done all I his only for the heirs, it is beyond comprehension. 

Judging from this it would seem to me unquestionably that the City of 
Amsterdam, even now, is under obligation to relinquish the inheritance, 
as she was the administrator of the inheritance and not the rightful 
possessor of it. In all events she must prove WHERE THE INHERI- 
TANCE IS. 

The Vienna Acts contain a great deal of material with reference to the 
"right of inheriting" of many different persons. The heirs can be di- 
vided into the following groups: 

a. Descendants of the half-brothers and the half-sister of the deceased 
from the marriage of the deceased 's father, Nikolaus Wurtz, and Kath- 
erina Ortb; by name Peter, Anna and Heinrich, residing in Xeudorf near 
Ehrenbreit stein. 

b. Descendants of the brothers of the deceased 's father, Nikolaus 
Wurtz; by name Englebert, Johann, Mathias and Arnold Wurtz. 

e. Descendants of the brother of the mother, Margaretha Bouschen; 
by the name of Franz Bouschen, village justice of Holzweiler. 

it is not my task to follow the proofs or to ascertain who of the pres- 
ent heirs has the right claim; the Vienna Acts have in part done this. 

But it must be established who lived in the year 1676 and excluded 
all others. 

Only two more questions remain to bo settled: 

1. Has the decree of exclusion by the Imperial Court effect on the 
present pretenders f 

2. What effect have the Dutch decisions! 

To 1: The continuation of the law suit came to the Imperial High 
Court in 1701, because it was above all things necessary — even after the 
decree ot the Orphans Court of 1679— to prove the legality of the de- 
cision of 1691. The new heirs came forward with the statement that 
Mrs. KirutK had only gained her point by reason of forged documents. 

The Imperial High Court took up the next proceedings because the 
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plea of nullity had to go before the judge who bad passed the decision 
concerned. (Wetzell, system of right in civil law suits, 3rd edition, S. 
790.) The court waa therefore authorized to issue an ediet-citation with 
the following exclusion: 

This citation was published three times in three different newspapers 
and the provisions for the exclusion decree were therefore compiled with. 
(Wetzel A. A., O. 8., 916 pg.) 

I am of the opinion that only descendants of those pretenders can be 
considered who took part in the proceedings before the Imperial High 
Court. 

To 2: The Dutch decisions are therefore only applicable to those per- 
sons (and their descendants) who took part in the law suit. 

But I ant of the opinion also that these persons can enter a new law 
suit against tho City of Amsterdam, because this city has been taxed only 
for the compensation of the costs, damages anil interests which have been 
caused through the Orphans Court by an orderly discharge of duty in 
regard to the main claim. 

Dusseldorf, March S9th, 1912. 

V. VELSEN, 
Attorney-at-Law, Superior Court. 

Note. — -All of the foregoing documents were translated from the Oer. 
man and Dutch. In many instances it was difficult to make the meaning 
clear in English without materially changing the text of the siilijccL. 
The translator therefore made a literal trauslation. 
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NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF MLMBtRfe OF WERTZ F\MIL\ 
ASSOCIATION 



Cook, Burfl[ Dpi. 1 Cponf 



Mrs. Lens Coot Campbell. Cnmden. 
Mrs. (i. E. Wlllinmson, Boi Itlj, Power 

Lower Peach Tri>e. 
Mm. Mnry Campbell, 303 Monroe St 

ARKANSAS. 



Frediriok' Rei \VerrB. Bow Islnna. 

.Mrs. PhOf'bP Field, Mi'tsehofea. B. i 
Burtno Werti. Lock Ilojt 341, N(w 

»lskeard. Ont. 
Mrs. OlUe D. AkerH. Xorth Bnttlefoid 

Sask. 
Mrs, WloDie Sthley, \V. 
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St„ Denver. 
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Tohn \ M (.llDtock Walnut 



Irnrn, Saak. 


tLORIDt 




MnrlDOsa St 
Mariposa St 


Itov nilson Columbia 
Mrs Marv E Wcrti Dukes 
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Conrad Wertz 434 buperlor St 
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Wm. II. Wirtz. Iturton villi-. 
Mra. Miirlii n>rU, Bartunvllle 
MOHi' Wertz. Bvlhaldo, 
Wilton W. ilnrtman, Bfrwyn. 
il.rde E. LcHlic. 1501 Com 

JameH I'nrkPa. CarlKiD ClilT. 
Xlrholax I'nrkeH. 
MlBB Florcncp I'arltPn. 
WIlMam IMrhfK 



Wlillnm J, Snjdpr, 130o .\Mhliind Blk., 

Chitugo. 
EBlplle Ryau »nyd<T. 1303 AHblnnd 

Rlock, ('bicugn. 



CbarlpH Mprlvl. Box 201, r?rli. 
Mrs, C. Uerlel, Boi 201, I'.ru. 
Mrs. Slnry Bnlts, Pearl City. 
MlBB Sunili .1. Werti. Proctor E: 

Enri WVrtz, il7 OreBon St., I'eo: 



JniDPS M. Elzpuzimpr, Gfn. Del.. Chl- 

cugo. 
Mr. mnrteH BpTI. SG-'.I lodluna Ave., 

(-hIcHKO. 

Mrx. t'barlps Bell. 

-■■ Ko8P Bell. 

ert Bell. 

... . Gertrude Ham 

FiederUb Wllhelm WIrtz. 5;tllO Pclnw- 

M™. KfUherini' Stockley, !)1» Bddfn 

A TO.. OhlciiKO. 
Mnt. Mprlc Oaborn. 952 Montana St.. 

Cblcaeo. 
Hutiert Witt!, oiO!! Shleldn Ave., Chi- 

Mm. Elizabeth Ingram, 817 X. Rock- 
well St., (.'bknjio. 

Mrs, ilflrRarpt Weyrith, 4»ri8 8. Ash- 
land Ave.. Chicago. 

MrH. L. W. lUtTls. 12U'J1 EKSleHton 
Ave., Chicago. 

IIpniT WoiTti. 733 E. 40th St., Chl- 

Phll^ Henry Cordell. 3T23 S. Lincoln 

St„ Chicago. 
MrH. Bose C. Goodrich. 4310 Lake 

Ave.. Cblcago. 
G. ROKB Wertz. Danville. 
W. IL Wertz, 821 S. Webster St., De- 
Frank Wertz. Atty. at I^v, ForrCBtoa. 
Mrs. ChnrlotiP Mamoo, Earmlniiton. 
Mrs. Kate Wertz Fink. Farmlngton. 
Mr. A. Fink. Farralnglon. 
Mrs. Susie Wertz Bowlby. Green Vnl- 

Marlon Ocblltrcp, Hoopeston. 

Mrs. Anna KIlllp. KPltbsburg. 

Samuel Sludebaker. Kpnt. 

.Irthur Studeliaker, Kent. 

Mrs. Franz Wertz. l^T Wright St.. 

La Salle. 
Martin Wertz, Q20 Sth St.. La Salle. 
Mrs. C. D. Wllllamx, 235 15tb Ave., 

Majwood. 
C, D. Williams IDeeeased), Maywood. 
Miss ^Isabelle Parkes, 1S03 18tti St., 



Walter Wevti. 110 X. Boiirland St 

Elorpace Wertz. 

George Wprtz. 112 8. Bourland 8t. 

Ada Wertz. 

E. Sehlosser, 717 W. 

Mrx. Cla'i«DCe lIllibanL 2730 7tli .Vve,. 

HoclE iHland. 
Mca. B, F. Baughmao, 8W -^ve., Rock 

(Jeneva Wertz Harpcp. 112B 2nd Ave., 
Rock 1 Hi and. 



Mlw Clara M. Brehm, 



Mni. MaUc F. Griffl 

II I In Ola, I'riMina. 
Wm. G. Wertz. Vnlor 

John W, Adams. R. '. 
CbrlFtopbpr Adams. 



ieo. W. Wertz. Brouklyn. 
Cornell lis Wertz, Bpdford. 
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James II, Werti 
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Frank Wertu Box ii4t>, 
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Bi., Harlnn. 
\Vm. Snyder. 2m MarkPt St.. Har) 
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Conrad Eaele. lown Enlla. 
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Mrs. 01 lie Gre 
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Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Swoveland. For- 
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Myra 
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.lohn Wertz. Broadway n23. Muucte. 
Luyul Vfrttx. It. R. 1. tlui 54. MUba 

M. Thomas Wertz. R. R. 1, Box S4 
MlBhnwaka. 

od, ion W. rium SI. 



MlBS Cora Iloaelton, MlllersburR, 
Mrs. I^ato F. Wilson. Mllli'tsburg. 
Guy VUQ Valkenburg. Millersbiirg. 
lynn L. Wilson. MIUerBburg. 
Mrs. Min«rva Van Valkenburg. Milli^rH- 

Georsp Wertz. Massena. 

Jacob Werti. McCnusland. 

Mra. J. Wertz. McCaaslaod. 

MIsB Haze) Wertz. McCausIand. 

lobn R. W^rtz. NIra. 

G. W. Lantz. Nora Sprinvs. 

Mw, G. W. Lantx, Nora Springs. 

Oscar Wertz, New Market. 

Itanlel West ley Wcrts, New Market. 

John Worthy Wertz, Now Market. 

J. B. Wertz, .Vuma. 

Jacob Kerner. New Vienna. 

Edwin S. Wertz, 21 3rd Aye., Oelwcln. 

Mrs. l-lara LBDDius, 120 Walnut Ave., 

Mrs. Da"lei Durep. R. R.. Ottiimwa. 
Mr. Merro Gordon. R. K., nttumwa. 
M™. Tom Somners, 227 N'. Wappello 



Mr. and Mrs. Non 
Paris. 

Mr. and ?>Irs. Henry Swoveland, .New 
Paris. 

.lohn Weaver. Npw paria. 

BUzabeth Mlsbler. Xew Paris. 

Mr. and Mrs, Woi. Penrofl, Now I*arlB. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harvev Swoveland. New 
Paris. 

Kiirl Swoveland. New Paris. 

Mrs. Melvin Baloter. Spw I'aris. 

.lohn Mishler. New Paris. 

Mrs. I.Hvtaa Itummpll. Napnnee. 

Jlrs. Ella W. Bennetl, R. R. 0, Port- 
land. 

Jlrx. Emma Money. Portland. 



i. F. Rider. Patoo. 



!. R. 3, Portland. 

'-'-, Reelsvllle. 
Richmond. 

.-. — . 8. Richmond. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Flick. B. 8. Hichmond. 
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Mrs. ilary Doggctt. R. R. 8, Soulh 

Ottumwa. 
C. C. Wertz, South Ottumwa. 
MPS. C. C. WpMi. South Ottumwa. 
Mr«. Anna Myers, 500 S. Ward St.. 

South Ottumwa. 
Mrs. Ida S. Wertz. South Ottumwa. 
Burton Wertz. Slgournpy. 
Noah Jacobs, Box 3TT Sigournpy. 
MrH. N. Jacobs. 
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MASSA( HISMTS 

Minx AttaWlIp Heller. 1 Denmiirli d 

MINXESOTA. 



MO\T\\A 

1 Hinders RIe I'm 
rt7 Blfi TlmbeL 



Mrs. W. W. McCrotty. 43.'i BIdwell 

St. flt. Pnul. 
Ida M. WertK. T6n Wabniihn Ave., flnt 



. neanlatoD. K. K. 1. AIIhi, 



Ura. knthcrlne Darker, 12Mi Brooklyti 



Knplda. 
MrH. Maedalena Maine. IS lOtb 1 

(■rand Rnoldn. 
lira. To'dln Tburaton, 12.? Lincoln : 

UraDd Blip Ida. 
Mhj W. Wertz, ,■4.1 S. Front Ave.. 
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Ml»a Kbnn C 

Mrs. Jos. Cnlhoun, R. if. r». 4, Mllnn. 
■• 1. J. W. Bi-eyfoglt, TUree Rive 



MARYLAND. 
E. H. Werti. 1T30 N. Wolfe St., Baltl 

Mrs. Emmn A. Wagner, 53 Ann St. 

Cumberland, 
Mrs. EBther Smith, IX Arth St., Cum 

berland. 
Harvey S. Wlvtz, ToelieysTllle. 
Mrs. CarrU Warreu, R. 4, Frederick. 
Frank W^Ftz. Qprmnntoivn. 
Ssroh J. Werlx, 1'24 N. Locunt St. 

Haserstown. 
Annie C. Wertz. 124 N. I-ocust St. 

Hageratown. 



CIvllla 
Hag 



1, 12-i 



I. Locust St., 
I S. Locust St., 
1 N. I.,ocust St.. 



Ilagprstown. 
S. Ln Relnn Balier, i::4 .\. i^cual ; 

HoBprstown. 
Dr, I. M. Wertz. Hngerstown. 
Ida J. Andprson. Mt. Wasblngton. 
Mrs. Ei9le Biiker Myers, PleasaDt \ 



Jobn A. Bnkpr, 36 Liberty St., Wes 
Howard a.' Baker. 30 Liberty St., Wps 



Mrs. Wm. CunnEnsbnm, Blair. 

Geo. C. Tlmmerninn. BPthany 

Chas. R. TImpprlr. BenninEton. 

Mrs. Mary G. Ilnlinser. Bennlnj^on. 

Mra. Adell Waterman. Bpnnlneton. 

John WeHtey Wertz. Bennett, - 

Wm. Henry Wprtz (Star Route), 

Broken Bow. 
Ora H. Wertz, Crpltthton, 
'-■— " ~— -1. Cbappell. 



City. 

Charles Wer 



. GJI)b. 



Mnrie Wpr , ._ _.. 

Johannes Wertz, HaveJock. 
GeorKe Wertz. Havelock. 



Mrs. Rosa May. llnyes Center. 
Mrs. MaKBlp Hyatt, 12112 W, 

Hastings. 
Mr. and Mr". Wlllard Wertz. 
John Conrad Wprtz, 1845 O S 



Baldaser Wertsi, 2.11 t 



Balzpr Werti, 200 It St., Llntoln. 
Helnrlch Wertz, 200 D St.. Llncol 
Geo. Werti, 1137 So. 7th St.. Lini 



Mrs. Kmliy Philips, R, 4, Red Cloud, 
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Wertz. Stuart. 
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander W. Werti 

Star, 
Henry Rock. Snaldlng. 
Jobn P. Tlmperly, Stanton, 
Van W. TlmperlT. Stanton, 
OtlB Tlmperly. I 

'•— " Sn 

PI 

NEVADA. 
Hmdprson J. Stevi^ns, Boi 1213. Tono- 

NEW YORK. 

Chas. S. Werti, 21 Rush Ave., Bing- 
ham ton, 
(■has. H, Delcamp. R. F. D. IS, Brack- 



Mrs. Nell Miles. Hartfleld. 

Mrs. Snslc Thomas, Hartfleld. 

Orlo S. Kuppper, 42 Broadway, New 

York. 
Mrs. Cella J. Eldrtdge. Sharon SprlnKS. 
Mrs. M, A. Kuutz, S12 Klrkpatrlck St., 

Syracuse. 
Miss Clara V. Kuntz, Syracuse. 
Win, J. Knntz, Syracuse. 
Michael Kuntz, Syracuse. 
Charles F. Knntz. Syracuse. 
Mrs, Amelia M. Kuntz, Syracuse. 



Bert Delcamp. R, F. 1> 21, Westfleld. 
Harry Delcamp. R. F. D. 21, Wpstflpld. 
Mrs. Blanche Dorm an, R. F. D. 27, 

NEW JERSEY. 

Mrs. Rebecca Wertz Bcnnpr, 406 SpwcII 



Margaret W. Ackerman, 653 1 

Hobohen. 
Jos, C. Klein, 25 Weidou St.. Jersey 

City, 
John WertB, 215 E. Broad St., Mlll- 

rllie. 
Frank Werts, 209 E. Broad St., Mlll- 

ville, 
Harry Werts, 400 E. Broad St., MHt- 

ylllc. 
Charles Colby Wertz, mv. Belleville 
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• Iqutoa k tlwDbuit It U 8 
»ni ton 

iH B WrrtT 1J4 Henry St Dayton, 

1 WertB 107 Asbley St Darton 

Wfrtz Wa Pritz Kve Dayton 

or I nprti llj Notn. Dame Daj 



4 t Kotk (Ki^al E^xtate) Tryor 

L M Wcitz lurcell 

C A I>«kamp Box iiJ4 Sapulpa 



fr redrrickati 
Mrs lowla W 
l>a\ld ni-rti 



a bHiagi K U 6 Boi 
Belle Savage 11 1 U 



H Werts 1110 Hindi s 
N F oonirr 



l>«rlle Klmlili It t D tS Box 
Iitei Suviigi II f D e Boi 



B D - Mnrtliall 



Mrs Viola Wtrtz < iitn It t D 3 

Appleereok 
Cieo n l^pnln ItulivHr 
Addle y Iji}>piD Bolltiii 



Mrs Lottie louneer BurlMink 

Geo H Wertt K 1 Boi IR nricinoi 

Mre J W le Cinlley Bowling tiri-in 

Mrs Celrata llmen Biirbank 

CoL Frank toatcr Jit. I Biicvrus 8t 

Slra EatPlle r.nst 1J17 W 2"ith St 

Cleveland 
^\ni nert!. R D Solon (kviliind 
lee Heil7 0709 < edar ^ve t levi- 



llinn M Wertz Orvlll. 

110 B Vh ' 



Mr>. ( orilln ' 



Llide II \1ertz 07011 Cedni Avi 

Clevel ind 
Herman Wertr SJlj Hoffman Ave 

N J ( leveland 
Webb I Ban (]|il K VI Ignition Co 

I lei eland 
FIBp \ (.nnnlnfrhnm ISo Wertz Ave 

Mm Ji nnle v n Citoliliiai i 0, 1 



Mni Hoflii hennlDK 227^ Seboedlnger 

Aie IlikBim Cincinnati 
Mi-B iDDii Albera. 22T-i Rthoedlneer 

Ave Itek Rno rinclDnatl 
Theo J \ HmnlDK K t Box 40 

Giiflln like ( inrinnatl 
Joa II Dinning 2JU.I IlnrriHOn Ate 

(.Inilnnatl 
Mm Ilnn I ( \nderaon "OO I 41b 

Ht r iQclnnatI 
Sarab F Snider 174 L Maj-nard 



rtz Pine St Kanesvllle 
OREGON 



Mra \ B Woleott R t D 1 
leo Oawego 

\MrtK IIIOT MI'ialHKlppi 






90.1 Bridue ' 



HI H ■ 

Dal tea 

Mm Snrnb B<tli I>eflbniu.b 1012 Otb 

Mra 'Anna I- 'M<DJtb 1802 6th A) 



MtK Harriet I nebher Fast Altoon 
niniam n<itz keagbi Mtoona 
Mm Allee S lonaltei 2024 Spru 
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Mrt. Surah Smith, R. 4, B< 

David ■ ElHSWorth Wertz. K 

Bedford. 
1. Eluer Tnjior, Bedlord, 



David M. Walburn, Berwick 
Harrison Hurt, Bos well. 
James W. Wcrti. Bernhai 
Wm. Wertz, B. ¥. D. " ' 



Cly. 



Miss Martha Wertz. Columblu. 

Mrs. PHullla Werti Kress, Chi-rry- 

vUle. 
Carl M. Wortz, Charlerol. 
J. R. CbalfnnL 22T McKcno Av«.. 

Charlerol. 
Lillian F. Crowley. Charlerol. 
Mrs. Harvey HKe, 714 Bulto Ave., 

Chambersbnra. 
Mrs. gusam Umberhocker, 21U 8. Water 

St.. Chambersburg. 
Mrs. R. C. Shockey, 668 Main St, 

Chamberabure. 
Samuel C. Knell, 103 Commerw St„ 

Cbambersburg. 
Mra. Becca Uowen. lOS Commi-ree St., 

Cbambersburg. 
David E. Busbmnn, 103 Commerce St., 

Cbamberabnrg. 
Mrs. Minnie Spnnuler. tloi lO.'i. Cump 

Hill, 
Mrs. Gerty Fclty. Box 105. Cnniu II ill, 
Christopher Bortz. Cumberland Valley. 
Mra. Mary Tate, S43 Nichols St.. Clenr- 



Mra, Mary E. Brl>. 1945 N. 6th St., 

HnrrlBbnrg:, 
John B. Knell. 51 N. Summit St., 

HarrUburg, 
Caroline C. Hershey, 103S Rollestoii 

.St.. Harrlaburg. 
Mrs. Ellzttt*th Beogle. Imler. 
John A. Wertz, Boi 535, Johnstown. 
~ F. Knepper, 666 Grove Ave 



.. W. Chestnut St., 

Lancaster. 
Mrs. John Miller, 36 W. Strnwberry 



fleld. 
Mrs. Ida Thompson, 502 I'ark St„ 

Clearfield. 
Jamua J, McGonegal, Columot. 
Mra, S. C. Riley, 308 So. 3d St., 

Dugaesae. 
Caleb Werti, Dnryca. 
Thomas Winn, Duryeii, 
WUllBm Winn, Dunco. 
Oeorge Winn, Duryea. 
Mra. Mary Hushelpeek, Uuryea. 
William Werta, Boi 40, Duryea. 
fleorge W, Wertz, East Conemausb. 
J. A. Wertz, Etters. 
lames J. McGooegal. Calumet. 
William C. Byera. EdenvlUe. 
Mrs. Alice T. Heary, Everett. 
B, Mowry Gelvlu, Boi 33, Ft. Little- 



Fred Brown, Faye... „..„, 

Mrs. Beala Pntton. Fayette CItr. 

Philip F. Bortner. R. 22. Fayett^ City. 

Mlaa Flora Bortner, R, 22, Fayette 

„ «-■« J. 

Charles Brown. Flat Woods. 

Fred B. Werta, Fleetwood. 

Mrs. C. B. Baagbman. R. 1. Fayette- 

D. C. Croft. R. 1, Fnyettevllle. 

Mrs. Mary E. Ford, 11. F. D., (Jrind- 

Georee B, MeC. Blvthe, R. !■' 1) 

drindstOQe. 
Edward H. Wertz, Grampian, 



Emmi 






Kdgar Milea Werti, Hlghsplre 

Philip Wertz. Houservllle. 

Mrs. Lizzie Herman. l«3fl X. 7th f 

Harrtsbura. 
Mrs. C. A. Fremell, IC20 X. 511i f 

Harrlaburg. 
Miss Agnes Bomberei 

St., HafHsbttTg.' 



, 1945 : 



. Lebanon. 
. Lewlstown. 
So. Main St.. 



John b. McFerren. Mont Alto. . 
Mrs. Ruth Bronneller, 152 Shoomaker 

St,. Monessen. 
Dr. G. H. Eppley. Maryville. 
Simon W. Mann. Mlllersvllle. 
Mary Lines, Mlllersvllle. 
Mrs. Elmer Troup, Mt, Pleaaant Mills. 






Choice. 






CnlvlD Wertz, It. 1, Box 14, Mann's 

Choice. 
Samuel Kerr. Mnnn's Choice. 
Mrs. Hananb Blerly. Milesburg. 
Harry W. Tvson. R. D. 2, Mt, Joy. 
Mrs, Jerrv Hilt, R. D. 2. Mt. Joy. 
riaton W. Tj-Bon. Mt. Joy. 
.Vorman W. Tyson, Mt, .Toy. 
Mrs. .Vbnihnm It, Earhnrt, Mt. Joy. 
;\HBa Anna W. T.vson. lit. Joy. 
Mrs, Mary Spangler, R. R. 3, Man- 



riny- 



nth I 



Misa Sarah ,1. Stambau!:h. R. F, D, ». 
Kew Bloomfleld. 

Mrs, Emma H. Baiii^bmnn, Newcastle, 

Mrs, I'. M. Teats, R. F, D. 2, North- 
umberland, 

Daniel Wertz, New Klnsstc 

.. .. .,.„ — ^^^ ^g2 

„. „. . . v Columbia. 

John Heibey. Orviston. 
J. R. Johnston. Oalcmont. 
Mrs. Maria HiiBhes, Old Forge- 
Emanuel C. Klne. Point. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Boftorf, 334 11th St., 

Phillpsburs. 
Jnbn McGonegal, Phlllpsburc:, 
Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Myers. 7209 Race 

St.. Flttsburg. 
Irvln W. Myers. 7209 Race St.. Pitts- 



J. Earl Myers, 'i 

Mrs. N. Walker, 

Plttaburg. 
Mm. Emma L. M 



. Pitts- 
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'. Felger, 05 Kmaattdo St., 



Mre. A, T. Rowpr, 435 Chuteh 

WllUamsport, 
B. Maj-e Wertz. 264 AlbermarU 



»i., .L1UIU1 Side, Pittsburg. 
Mra. Mary E. Hlllgrove, 27fi MalD St., 

Pittsburg. 
Sirs. Carrie Bowman Schule, North 

Side. Pittsburg. 
K. E. Wertz, Arrott Bldg.. Pltlsburf. 
Mrs. Mary Love, ,245 So, 15(h St., 

PhiladelphlB. 
Mrs, Rebecca Audrews, .WIS W. »ub- 

quehaana Are., Philadelphia. 
Miss Belle Downs, JewlBh llospitol, 

¥ork Road. Philadelpbla. 
Jacob B. C. W. Maiwell, So. K. 80th 

and Walnut, Philadelphln. 
J. W. Landis. 1314 Dauphin St., Phila- 
delphia, 
William Wertz, 122 Hock St., Fittston. 
George Werta, 61 Union St., Fittston. 
Mm. Nancy Adanrn, 111 SprlDg St. 



.Tohu Wertz, j 



HIran 



, Werli 



., West Fittston. 
'. Qulncy. 



St.. 



John F. Werts, itimovn. 
Dave K. Wertz. Itrnova, 
Mr. and Mrs, C. K. Hall, Uenova, 
Taylor C. Werti, lleuova. 
Frank M. Wcrlz, 112.i Miirlon St, 
Readlne. 

i::r,-2 x. loth si.. 

'"'ReedBvllip' 

Mra. Reglnn Rlbell. R, F. D., Ri 

Mrs. Sarah E. Wertz. 123 Mark 

Scottdalp. 

Mra. Laura Sncpper Bnush, Somerset 
Sirs. Bertha W. ShafTer, Boi 22, Som- 

Mrs. Anna W. Shank, Boi lie, 
Mra. Sarah 0. Fleming, H. F. D. 24, 
John Sf. Grosa, K. F. D. 2, State Col- 
Mi^ Margaret E, Meredith, St. 
Annie E. Veaser, St, Thomas 
Mrs Wililam Weigle, R. F. D. 1. 

Shnnksviiip, 
Lee Wertz, Temple. 
Mra. Kate Borti, TemiHe. 
Jamea B. Blytbe, 152 Ist Ave , Taren- 



John St,, Newport, 



„ Werti 



care Belton MHIh, Beitun. 



Mrs. 1^1^ Hogan, Congaree. 
E. E. Wertj;. R. F. D. 1, Dyson. 
Andrew A, Wertz, U. F, D. 1, Dyson. 
Forrest C. Werts, R, F. D. 1, Dyson 
Miss Almn Wertz. It. F, V. 1, Dysuu. 
MlsB Lora Wertz, H. F. U. 1, Djbod. 
Mr. and Mrs. Spencer MolTett, It. F, Ii. 

O. k. Wertz, Johnstown. 

John W. Monta. Little Mountain. 

W. M, Wertz. Mou ■ 

D, B, Wertz, Newl 

U. M. Mayer. Nei^uerrj. 

Clarence Fuimun Wert it. 11127 Malu 

St„ Newberry. 
Dr. and Mrs, ,lumeB Klbler, 1005 Mniu 

St,, Newberry. 

Mrs. H. F, Addi", Ni ,. 

James B. Reagln. Newberrj', 
Jno._W. Rcajjln. Newlwrrj. 



Mrs. H. F, Add)-, Newberry. 

"lagln. Newbr- 

.. aln. Newheu.. 

— _. B, Eptlns, 1114 Glenn St., New- 

NwUi W. Wertz. Oruugeburg. 
Preston S. B, Wertz, Orangeburg. 
Jacob L. Werta, B. F, D. 3, Frosperitj-. 

SOUTH DAKOTA. 
Alvaham Strlne. Crelghton. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Corklns, R. F. D. 1, 

Kockham. 
P. J, Wertz (real estate), Watertown. 
Nlchlaa H. Wertz, Sloui Bottling 

Works, Walertown. 
TEXAS. 
R. L. Wertz, i[. F. D. 1, Boi 16, Cop- 
Simon E. Wertz, i>31 W. Morgan St,. 

DennlBOQ. 
.Tohn Wertz, 9ai W, Morgan St., Den- 



UTAH. 
H. M. Holier, Tremonton. 
Iievl E. Wertu, Ogden. 
Mrs. C. J. NeilBon. 1630 So. 0th St., 
East, Salt Lake City. 
■ VIRGINIA. 
Catherine Ferguson, R. F. D. 3, For- 



Bank. Unio 
Jos r„ Wertz, TOO Card Ave., Wllmer- 

Mrs, Mary Klssell. 1546 Scott St 

William sport. 
Mrs. Mary Ilangell Sbepard, Wyalu- 

sing. 
Mrs. Lotlle Holmes. Woodbine. 
Mrs. John F. Merrltt, Winburnc. 
Ljdla Hillpgas, West End. 
Philip W. Byera. It. 1, WUIiamson. 
Wllliiim Wettz, Wall. 
Mrg^ Kate Kendriek, 230 Market St., 

Winiamsport, 



Mrs, Nannie V 



Yoder, R. R, S, Roan- 



Mrs. Hattie GrlBso, 

Roanoke. 
Maurice King, 1 C 



'. Road, Richmond, 



Katberlne Surface, It. v. D. 2, 

Salem. 
Luthia Yates, R. F. D. 2, 



t. F. D. 2. Boi 2! 
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ttita WertE, B. F. D. 2. Box 25. 

JamCB Wmtam Werts, Butvii]. 
Healde Wertz, f " 



a NlpDk.'. B'. F. U. 2, Boi 13, 



Mrs. I 

Sail— 

Artha WllBon Wertz, K. F. D. 2, 3b 
Samuel E. Werti, Werti. 

WEST VIRGINIA. 
William W, Wppti;, Atty., CbarleBto 
Itpl>ecca King BIggq. 1134 9tb . 

Mrs. M. h. Miitllrk, Koj-str. 
Mni'y W. Petprs, Koncevenu. 

WISCONSIN. 
-Ml-. BUJ MrK. Wpntlnk, 7S2 I.awe 



. MbtIp Wertz. Slji'boyuiiu. 
Uavld Mullpndorc. K. F. Ii. 2. Viola. 
.... ^....j Sandnilre, h. F. li. 2, Viola. 



.Nicba^ai 



) W. WalDi 



D. B. Wertz, 137 FarcsBut 4.vp.. Woai 

Side, OlTinplii. 
Mrs, Susan W. KoesBer, OkiiDonD. 
Mrs. Jablle Horace Wertz, 1272 Jcjlin 

St., Seattle. 
X. R. Cnvan. Stutioa T, 8eitttl<'. 
Mrs, D. B. Eb)'. Suonysldf. 



jdovGoOt^lc 



ANNOUNCEMENT 



Owing to the fact that so maii\ members ot the Werti Family Asso 
lation who were prtsent at the reunion at Harrmburg, Oct 25th 26tli 
and 27th, have exiuessed a desire to have a lasting Bouvenir of Mrs 
Snvder a stereoptaon lo<.tUTe delnere t at Harriaburg during the reunion, 
which gaie a most interesting portraval of Mrs Sn>der'>i trip to Europe 
in search of ri i ords tor the Wertz family, I have decided to have the 
lecture published in book form, illustrated by forty or 4ftv fine half 
tone photographs of the various points of interest, printed on handsome 
enamel pajier ant bound in a (over similar to the cover of this book 
Mr? Snyder viMitel five foreign tountnes, and as she is a keen observer 
and an entertaining writer, the book will be not only pleasurable but 
profitable and mitructive reading The book will be larger than this 
one (in number of pages) Price, $1 00, postpaid If vou are pleased 
with this book you ha^e just read, order Mrs Snyder's new book right 
awav and start the new vear right 

WILLIAM J. SNYDER, 

1305 Ashland Block, 

Chicago, nis. 
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LATEST NEWS PBOM GEBMANY. 
The Poor's Pcivilege has agsin been refused, as shown by the following 
decision sent by Dr. Von Velsen to the Wertz Family Asaoeiation of 
■.IhifBgo, December 9, 1912. 

HANSEAnc SOrHBMK COURT. 

in case ui: liouaekeeper KatLiei 
for the tore named proponent, vei ._ , 

Concerning rpfusal ot the "Poor's PrEvileee,-' the fifth civil chamber 
of the Hanaeatic Supreme Court at Hamburg decided In Its i ' 
Sept. 30. 1912, with the co-operation ot the following Judges: 

President of the Senate Dr. HIttelsteln. 

Judge ot the Supren "" " 

Judge of the Supre..._ _. 

Judge of the Supreme Court von Daseel. 

Judge of the Supreme Court Grieeebach. 

The complaint Is refused at cost of the complainant as having no 
grounds, as the case does not lie within the Jurisdiction of the German 
Courts, as explained especially In pttra^aph 27 C. P. O. 

Signed, DR. MITTELSTEIN. 

coin, 

Dear Mrs. Snydec: 

Your favor of Nov. B received. Am glad indeed to 
you and yours. 1 should have sent before this two 
you which came to me after your departure and also 
to me by Dr. von Velsen. hut 1 thought it beat to at 

arrival at home. I was in gFeat anxiety about you w ^ .. 

wreck of an eipresa train In London at the time you must nave leii 
there; the papers spoke of many passengers having lost their lives. 
Mow I am glad, indeed, that you are safe home again and that you can 
rest from the exertions of this far trip. I can well Imagine how much 
work awaited you. As for our affair, I cannot give you good news. The 
Poor's Privilege was not granted, as you see by the enclosed letter No. 1. 
In order that you may get an exact view of the matter, I enclose three 
original letters by Dr, von Velsen, asking you at the same lime to kindly 
return them to me after you have taken copies of them. On Oct. 20 

we had a special Board ^•-■•' — ■• a-.. = -= __. ^- i. — ._. .,-- 

. although Dr. ■ 



if Oct. 15. but to continue and to procure yet missing links and documents, 

— ^ * — "-tain the legal opinion or a Hollandlsh attorney -at -law. I " 

kindly give me your opinion ot this as soon as possible. 



Hollandlsh attorney -at -law. I would 

. lion ot this as soor '- 

if Dr. von Velsen about this you can gather fi 



to forward 

that I re- 

ilbie for 

ked tbe 

nuike It possible to do so, In order to help along with my experience 

should no longer care to co-operate with us In this n 
you to kindly let me know of this tmmediatelv. so 
accounts, and send you whatever balance 
give you my candid opinion, I would say: 

able to decide whether we can enter a law 

we shall sink this matter into the "Oceaji of the Fast." 

I am thoroughly convinced that you possess a good heart, that you use 
unselflsbly your knowledge In the Interest of your fellow men. and do 
what the Individual cannot do. Best regards to you, Mr. Snyder, Miss 
Bessie and little Ethel; may the IjOrd keep us all well and healthy, so 
we can work for our welfare, and that It might be granted to us to see 
each other again. Kindly remember me to my Uncle Fritz and his chil- 
dren, and also to Cousin Bell and her dear ones. With best wishes t am 
always and ever. Tours respectfully. 

P. WIRTZ. 

„_ jny further In this way. ._ ._ 

at hand to proceed with the case In Holland. 

report for the newspapers and in firijt place for Mrs. Snyder— written by 

me — and I would ask you to send the one copy to Mrs. Suyder. 

It is very good to have the copies of Amsterdam and of The Hague. 
because they are so complete, but they are only ot value if the suit is 
carried on, and of this I know nothing. 

I do not care to attend the board meeting. I advised before to dissolve 
tbe Association In case the Poor Privilege should be refused, and now I 
would most urgently repeat this advice. Very respectfully. 



bR."VON VELSEN, Attorney- at -Law. 



VON VBLSBN's Latest report. 

;r at tho Inheritance of Field Marshal Wurts, wliioli 1b 
rid over ana Is apoken ol very diligently In America., has 
''^ -.--- .-- - "--'aion of the Superior Court In Hamburg. 
""•' ■—' as his Inheritance was taken 
an Ul^al way. as It Is said, u 
— t her the Poor's Privilege In 
-' * — terdam. The Poor's 
s view thai the Cltj- 
I Holland and not In 



- -- _e first ll is doubtlnl whether the Imperial 

d declare the German Courts competent, and then tlie decision 

_ ^ — . ._ _f "nmral" Importance, as thp declalons could 

tnd therefore a suit in Amsterdam would bO 

_ . ... _• the entering of a law 

suit In Amsterdam could be recommended. 

The HoUandlah courts were already, in the years 18-18-1873, taken up 
with this matter. _ It was understood at that time that the legal heirs 
Imd no claim on the Inheritance, because a last will and testament of 
General Wurtz, which estahllehed a Dutch woman ae heir, was valid. 

The invalidity of this testament is now beyond doubt proven by reasons 
of documents of the former Imperial Court in Vienna. wher« the law suit 
was pending for lOO years, and the Hollandlsh decisions 
null and void. 

The German Consulate In Amsterdam circulates the 

claims were outlawed. The question has been very thorout- - 

and la proven to be erroneous in law; neither the HoUandish nor the 
Hamburg c . - - .. 



r the Inheritance to those heirs who would prove their claims to the 

And there can be no doubt that the inheritance was by far greater. 

In the ofndal register of the Orphan Court of Amsterdam there Is a 
list of the single funds belonging to the inheritance, which sums up to 
184,632 H. Among these are different cash amounts of 48,990 fl., and one 
demand on the Hamburg Iianker Te^xera of 12t>,666 fl. Telxera was. accord- 
ing to the papers of the Imperial Court, one of the richest Hamburg 
bankers, and he most certainly paid the sum. The list Is expressly noted 
as -Incomplete." 

The assertion that the inheritance amounted to only 50,000 fl, is there- 
fore certainly not true. 

I tiave worked through the whole material, put it together link by 
link and then wrote up a thorough report and legal* opinion. I am of 
the opinion that the City of Amsterdam took larger sums of the 
Inheritance and would he obliged to pay them with compound interest 
to the legal heirs. 

Before any proceedings against the City of Amsterdam e 

of a 

useo [or expenses snouio ajso oe asaea. 
fore the law suit Is entered, because th 
claims, are In poor flnancial circumstances 
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